
AP US History (1235/1236) Summer Assignment 
 
1. Welcome to Advanced Placement (AP) United States History (1235/1236).  It is 
outstanding that you have sought out the academic challenge of taking an advanced 
placement course as a sophomore.   The AP US History course is a college-level course 
that is designed to provide you with the analytic skills and factual knowledge to critically 
study the various political/diplomatic, economic, social, and religious events and issues in 
our nation’s history. 
 
2. All sophomore Mounties taking AP US History (1235/1236) over the summer are to 
read the following two (2) books: 
 

(a) Uncle Tom’s Cabin, Harriet Beecher Stowe, ISBN-0-553-21218-4,  
published 2003. 

 
(b) Helmet for My Pillow, Robert Leckie, ISBN-0553593315  ISBN:  

0553593315, published 2010. 
        

3.  No assignments will be submitted on the first day of classes.  The first week of class 
you will take a multiple choice graded event on Helmet for My Pillow.  Also, there will 
be guided discussion groups on selected summer reading books upon our return from the 
summer vacation in September.  You are encouraged to sign up for the Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin discussion group. 
 
4.  I recommend that you take notes and/or outline the chapters as you read both books 
(Uncle Tom’s Cabin and Helmet for My Pillow) to help you prepare for the course. As 
you read, make annotations in the margins and/or highlight significant passages.  This 
will most effectively reinforce the main points in the books; help you to better understand 
the books; and facilitate your ability to refer to parts of the books during discussions and 
during graded events on the time periods covered in the books. 
 
5.  Also, you are to complete the following in your textbook--American Pageant (16th 
edition, editor D. M. Kennedy):  
 

(a) read Chapter 1 and Chapter 2,  
 

(b) outline the two chapters, and 
 
6.  I hope you enjoy reading the books.  Mounties--remember: “knowledge is power”!  
Have a nice summer! 
 
7.  If you have any questions, you can contact me at jturner@msjacad.org. 
 


