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M o u n t  S a i n t  J o s e p h  A c a d e m y 

By Paige Hogan ’15

When the process of apply-
ing to colleges comes to mind, 
feelings of stress and frustra-
tion often accompany it. These 
emotions can be overbearing 
and difficult to express, but se-
niors Kristina Neal and Imei-
rah Page have cathartically 
channeled these emotions into 
this year’s Acadram show. 

“This year’s show deals with 
the stress a lot of people feel 
when going through the college 
process, specifically at a highly 
competitive high school,” said 
Neal, who came up with the 
concept for the show and co-
wrote the play with Page. 

After collaborating through 
writing and editing, Neal and 
Page presented the play to Ms. 
Korey, who was impressed 
with the work and its ability to 
speak to everyone in the school 
community. 

“While the show primarily 
speaks to students, it is a good 
show for the adults too. The 
students speak through what 
they are experiencing and the 
feelings they are having. It’s 
important for those of us who 
are adults to really listen in or-
der to understand the pressures 
they feel and what they are go-
ing through,” said Ms. Korey, 
Acadram moderator and direc-
tor of the show with Neal and 
Page. 

The show may closely speak 
to the upperclassmen, but the 
underclassmen will be able 
to take away lessons from the 
show as well. 

“We talk about college pres-
sure so early. Even in freshman 
year, we have a standard of 
everyone going to college and 
even a certain type of school, 
which can be very stressful and 
daunting,” said Page. 

The show initially began as 
a 10 minute short piece then 
blossomed through collabora-
tion with Acadram club mem-
bers to be a seventy-five minute 
full length production of three 
acts entitled “Foul and Fair.” 
With the senior class experi-
encing the college process this 
past fall, Neal and Page did not 
have to go far for inspiration. 

“The show is inspired by 
real life events that many of 

us experienced this past fall. 
By using real experiences, we 
hope to show that girls are 
not going through the process 
alone; we’re all going through 
it together,” said Page. 

“Having the ability to look 
back on the events of the fall, 
we were also able to express 
how important it is to have a 
sense of humor while you are 
going through all of the stress, 
which will come across in the 
show,” said Neal, who is also 
Acadram president. 

Last year’s Acadram show, 
Girls: Sisterhood, Sincerity, 
Serendipity & Self-Image, cre-
ated a buzz in the Mount com-
munity by beginning an impor-
tant dialogue on the self-image 
issues teenage girls face. This 
year, the Acadram club hopes 
there will be a similar result. 

“We want to advise the au-
dience to really pay attention 

to the show. It has a lot of 
themes. Every play has a basis 
of truth. These characters are 
real people with real issues you 
should really pay attention to. 
The show gives a lot of insight 
into what we go through,” said 
Page. 

Although on the surface the 
show talks about the college 
process and the stress sur-
rounding, it also deals with 
how friendships and relation-
ships may change as a result of 
this stress. 

“Girls should know that the 
show also talks about the rela-
tionships we make with other 
people and how the jealousy 
we may feel during this pro-

cess affects interpersonal re-
lationships,” said Neal. “It also 
shows how young people can 
blow things out of proportion 
when such pressure is put on 
them.” 

Even though it may appear 
the show comes together so 
easily, many months of work 
go into the final performances. 
Neal and Page first came to 
Ms. Korey with the play in the 
fall, and the girls worked with 
the other members of Acadram 
to achieve the final product. 

“When we make a rehearsal 
schedule, we always try to be 
accepting of everyone’s limits 
between homework and other 
activities. In the end, we have 
to trust and cooperate with one 
another and work together so 
we’re not back at square one,” 
said Neal. 

Stage crew also plays a large 
role in having a finished play 

to present to the school with 
senior Anna Signoretta leading 
the group. 

“My favorite part of the show 
this year has been watching the 
creative process.  Watching 
Kristina and the actresses de-
velop the characters has been 
an exciting and interesting 
learning experience for all of 
us,” said Signoretta. 

With the senior members 
getting ready to move on, their 
legacies will continue to live on 
after graduation. 

“In the past two years, peo-
ple in the group have shaped 
Acadram into the students’ 
club, I am co-director. It is 
great to see the girls, writers 

and actors, take charge in the 
club,” said Ms. Korey. 

“We hope that Acadram can 
continue to evolve to showcase 
both student talent as well as 
the issues students may be fac-
ing to give them a voice,” said 
Neal. 

As many girls will be hear-
ing from colleges this month, 
the timing of the show could 
not be better. 

“It is important to show girls 
that if they don’t get into a cer-
tain college, it is not the end of 
the world and how to bounce 
back from that,” said Ms. Ko-
rey. 

“Foul and Fair” will be 
showcased on Fri., Mar. 20 at 
1:00 and 7:30 and on Sat., Mar. 
21 at a 2:00 matinee. 
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