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Firebirds garner prestigious 
Chairman’s Award at FIRST

The Firebirds earned the Chairman’s Award which honors the team that best embodies the mission and goals of FIRST.

By Ava Self ’17

At the Springside Chestnut 
Hill Academy FIRST Robotics 
Competition on Sunday, March 
19, the Mount’s Firebirds robot-
ics team was awarded the Chair-
man’s Award, the most pres-
tigious accolade presented at 
FIRST competitions. 

According to the FIRST orga-
nization, the Chairman’s Award 
“honors the team that best rep-
resents a model for 
other teams to emulate 
and best embodies the 
purpose and goals of 
FIRST.” The Award 
helps “keep the central 
focus of FIRST Robot-
ics Competition on the 
ultimate goal of trans-
forming the culture in 
ways that will inspire 
greater levels of re-
spect and honor for sci-
ence and technology, 
as well as encouraging 
more of today’s youth 
to become scientists, 
engineers and technolo-
gists.” 

As it was noted when 
the Firebirds were pre-
sented with this award, 
the team truly embraces 
the qualities the award is designed 
to empower. The announcer rec-
ognizing the team’s achievement 
said, “This team is gearing up to 
be great. It embodies the mission 
and goals of FIRST, with work 
such as their partnership with the 
Ronald McDonald House and the 
collaboration with the principals 
from many elementary schools 
to introduce FLL. They have 
surpassed their lofty commu-
nity service goals and excelled 
at introducing young children 
to STEM through babysitting 

nights. They believe that anyone 
should have access to science, 
regardless of gender, ethnicity, 
income or race.” 

Recognition with this award 
is a culmination of the Firebirds 
dedicated work to introduce the 
FIRST mission into their com-
munity. 

“Our goal as a team is for each 
girl to contribute at least 43.3 
hours of community service. 
This year, we surpassed our goal 

and spent over 1,000 hours serv-
ing our community,” said sopho-
more Brigid O’Neill. 

The Firebirds participate in 
community outreach programs 
in a variety of ways, including 
cooking meals at the Ronald 
McDonald House and helping 
to develop other FIRST teams 
in the area, such as the team at 
LaSalle. The Firebirds also work 
with multiple FLL teams, a step-
ping stone program for younger 
students interested in robotics. 
The team closely mentors the St. 

Genevieve’s Blockheads and the 
Norwood Fontbonne Academy 
Norbots. 

“Their work had a definite im-
pact, particularly for me as the 
coach, because I didn’t feel like 
I had to be everywhere at once. 
I had the Firebirds work with 
a group on the project, another 
group worked with the children 
programing the robot and plan-
ning the mission. It was very 
helpful,” said Mrs. Jennifer Hal-

verson, coach of the St. Gen’s 
Blockheads. 

“I think we could get every-
thing done a lot quicker and we 
were able to do missions that we 
never thought we could do before 
because we were able to learn 
more about the censors and the 
programming,” said a mentored 
student on the St. Gen’s team. 

The Chairman’s Award not 
only recognizes the dedication 
of the team to its community and 
mission, but also the hard work 
of team members senior Sydney 

Stockmal, junior Annie Fowler 
and freshman Dariya Brann, who 
have been planning the Chair-
man’s presentation since the win-
ter. 

“Winning Chairman’s is so 
important because we have been 
pouring our hearts and souls into 
this award and I can’t even de-
scribe the feeling of being recog-
nized for it. It feels like a long, 
hard battle that’s finally been 
won and it’s just an incredible 

feeling,” said Stock-
mal. 

Fowler said, “Win-
ning this award is an 
amazingly rewarding 
feeling and we cannot 
wait to share who our 
team is with not only 
the judges but also with 
all the other teams in 
attendance. It’s impor-
tant for us to share our 
message and what we 
do with others.” 

“Honestly, I didn’t 
realize how big of a 
deal the Chairman’s 
Award was,” said 
Brann. “It was only 
when the judges an-
nounced that we had 
won and everyone in 
the room stood up to 

aplaud us that it finally set in. It 
felt great.” 

Winning the Chairman’s 
Award automatically qualifies 
the Firebirds to compete at the 
Regional competition at Lehigh 
University on Saturday, April 8. 

“The team has worked ex-
tremely hard to spread their love 
of STEM with our school and 
community. We are really proud 
to have won the 2017 Chairman’s 
Award and look forward to com-
peting at Regionals,” said Fire-
birds mentor Ms. Soley. 

Firebirds lauded for “surpassing lofty community service goals as well as 
excelling at introducing young children to STEM through babysitting nights.”



By Maeve McCormick ’18

On Thursday, May 4, Mrs. 
Kennedy’s junior Christian Mo-
rality class will host a screening 
of the documentary “I am Jane 
Doe,” with proceeds benefiting 
victims of human trafficking. 

The documentary, di-
rected by award-winning 
director Mary Mazzio and 
featuring Academy Award-
nominee Jessica Chastain 
as the narrator, recounts the 
numerous lawsuits made 
against Backpage.com by 
American mothers whose 
middle-school aged daugh-
ters were kidnapped and be-
came victims of sex traffick-
ing, specifically on the adult 
classified section of Back-
page.com. Although many 
of the lawsuits have failed, 
the documentary chronicles 
the mothers fighting back 
and leading a political move-
ment that inspired a Senate 
investigation of websites us-
ing a loophole in the law allowing 
them to advertise underage girls 
for sex. 

The film follows the “Jane 
Does,” which include middle-
school girls from Boston, a thir-
teen-year-old from St. Louis and 
a fifteen-year-old from Seattle, 
along with their attorneys in the 
different lawsuits. The documen-
tary features interviews from 

Senator Rob Portman, Senator 
John McCain, Senator Claire 
McCaskill, ex-CIA analysts and 
many others involved with the 
case. 

The class was interested in 
showing this film after studying 
social sin and human trafficking 

in class. Mrs. Kennedy found the 
documentary when the class was 
studying incidents of human traf-
ficking in Philadelphia, as parts 
of “I am Jane Doe” were filmed 
in the city. 

Mrs. Kennedy said, “As I 
shared this with the class, they 
read about the documentary and 
were really enthusiastic about the 
local connection.” 

The class has since split into 
committees to advertise the 
screening and to spread aware-
ness of the issue throughout the 
Mount community.

 “As an SSJ school, I feel it is 
necessary to take the risk and 
contribute in a small and humble 

way to the mission of the 
Mount and the Sisters of 
Saint Joseph,” said Mrs. Ken-
nedy. 

The Sisters of Saint Joseph 
have taken a corporate stance 
on human trafficking and 
work with different programs 
to help support victims of hu-
man trafficking. 

When asked why the doc-
umentary is an important 
film for high school girls to 
see, Mrs. Kennedy said, “I 
hope that our students see 
the power they possess to 
effect change in our world.  
It is easy to look at the suf-
fering that exists throughout 
the world and feel hopeless, 
helpless and overwhelmed.  

By empowering my students 
to host this screening and raise 
awareness, I hope this contributes 
to helping them recognize and 
use the power of their voices!  I 
hope all who see the documenta-
ry learn about the evil of human 
trafficking but also see the ways 
they can work for change.  There 
is hope!  There is always hope.”
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Hosting Charity Day: A dream come true
By Nora Kenney ’17

March 3, 2017. The date that I 
have been counting down to since 
my freshman year. Before wit-
nessing my first Charity Day in 
2014, I had no idea that there was 
a specific day at the 
Mount where students 
are able to showcase 
their various talents 
in front of the entire 
school community. 

More importantly, I 
had no idea that there 
was an opportunity to 
host such an event. 

Every year, four 
willing volunteers hold 
the coveted positions 
of Charity Day Hosts. 
The hosts are the key 
factor of Charity Day. 
They keep the show 
running smoothly, 
while performing live 
skits for the audience, 
which is my dream 
come true. Figuring 
that this is as close I 
will get to “Saturday 
Night Live,” my deci-
sion to host in 2017 
was made.  

I admired how the four hosts 
from my freshman year were able 
to perfectly draw reactions from 
the audience. The auditorium 
echoed with sounds of laughter 

and applause. I knew that by the 
time I was a senior, I would have 
to be able to emulate the humor, 
confidence and wit that I had wit-
nessed from these four girls. 

This past summer, I began 
constantly writing down ideas. 

I wanted to create skits and an 
opening video that would be rel-
evant to the students, while impli-
cating the correct sense of humor 
in each one. I can recall many late 
nights where I found myself roll-

ing over at 2:00 a.m. typing out 
ideas onto my phone. Once some 
solid ideas were written, it came 
down to the question: Who else 
will host? 

School began, and by Decem-
ber, I was lucky enough to team 

up with Devon Vonder Schmalz, 
Kelly Gross and Moni Adeyi. Our 
ideas for the show meshed well, 
allowing us to create memorable 
skits.

 Once 2017 arrived, we were on 

a schedule. Everything was in full 
force and had to be completed in 
an extremely timely manner. My 
previous fantasy of solely run-
ning up onstage to perform was 
replaced by work orders, sound 
effects, writing, filming and edit-

ing. Our opening had to be com-
pleted much sooner than we had 
expected, which led to many late 
night skype sessions and early 
morning filming sessions. How-
ever, this led to an opening video 

that truly relates to the students 
while capturing what is relevant 
in pop culture, which is exactly 
what I wanted to do. 

After completing the opening, 
we were left with the task of per-
fectly executing the written skits. 

This led to the past 
few weeks being filled 
with rehearsing early 
in the morning in or-
der to provoke the best 
response from the audi-
ence. We wanted to use 
the perfect timing, mu-
sic and antics to draw a 
response from the audi-
ence. 

Hosting Charity Day 
was different than I 
could have ever imag-
ined. However, the 
amount of planning 
and time that went into 
holding the position of 
a Charity Day host has 
100% been worthwhile. 
What makes the whole 
process worth it for my-
self and my fellow hosts 
is being able to make 
people laugh as well 
as being able to bring 

the Mount community together 
for this truly special school wide 
event. While it may not be the 
“Saturday Night Live” stage, the 
MSJA stage is just right for now. 

Seniors Kelly Gross, Devon Vonder Schmalz, Moni Adeyi and Nora Kenney deliver perfection as hosts.

Almeida and Sweitzer 
’17 host Period Week

Mrs. Kennedy’s Morality class to 
host screening of “I am Jane Doe”

By Callie Shinkle ’17

The first week of April was 
Period Week at Mount. Orga-
nized by Shelby Almeida and 
Cali Sweitzer for their Women as 
Founders Seminar project, Period 
Week raised funds and awareness 
for women lacking  access to fem-
inine products.

Almeida and Sweitzer were in-
spired to start Period Week after 
watching a video in Mrs. Ken-
nedy’s 2-week 
section  of the 
seminar fea-
turing Days 
for Girls, an 
organizat ion 
that provides 
reusable femi-
nine sanitation 
products to 
girls in need.

S w e i t z e r 
said, “[Days 
for Girls] is 
an amazing organization made 
up of so many amazing people, 
all working towards giving girls 
the sanitary products necessary 
to attend school and keep up with 
their male classmates.” 

Many girls who cannot afford 
menstrual products are unable to 
attend school during their cycle, 
keeping them at home for at least 
three days of every month. This 
comes at a great disadvantage to 
girls living in poverty.

Days for Girls has provid-
ed feminine products for over 
640,000 girls. By providing these 
products, Days for Girls has given 
girls and women greater access 
to education and work opportuni-
ties. 

The organization hopes to cre-
ate a world “where menstruation 
is no longer a source of shame 
and taboo.”

Activities during Period Week 
included a Plant Bar bake sale 

with pastries, 
bagels and 
bread from 
Panera Bread 
to raise money 
for Days for 
Girls. 

“Our goal 
is to raise not 
only funds to 
aid these wom-
en, but also 
awareness for 
an issue that 

is not commonly known. Women 
and girls all over the world suf-
fer on a day to day basis due to 
something that is natural and eas-
ily remedied,” said Almeida.

Period Week was extremely 
successful. Sweitzer said, “We’ve 
received so much support from 
the faculty and student body so 
far. Everybody has been so in-
credibly generous with their do-
nations, and Shelby and I are so 
grateful.”
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By Nora Kenney ’17

The Program of Study for the 
2017-2018 school year includes 
two new elective courses that are 
designed to deepen students’ un-
derstanding of different cultures 
and religious history. These two 
courses offered include a theol-
ogy class on World Religions and 
a social studies class on Histori-
cal Islam. 

“In light of recent world events, 
the need for deeper understand-
ing has become even more ur-
gent. As a student of theology, I 
have taken courses in college and 
in graduate school about other 
religious traditions. It was excit-
ing to revisit these topics from an 
academic perspective through the 
online World Religions course I 
took last year on Harvard ed X,” 
said Mrs. Kennedy. 

Mrs. Kennedy said the course 
is designed to help students devel-
op a cultural awareness of God’s 
presence throughout human his-

tory by learning not only about 
the Catholic faith, but other reli-
gions as well. Beginning with the 
foundation of the Catholic and 
Christ ian 
faiths, the 
course will 
also focus 
on Juda-
ism, Islam, 
E a s t e r n 
rel igions, 
S i k h i sm, 
the Baha’i 
faith and 
Mor mon-
ism. Stu-
dents will 
learn reli-
gious tra-
ditions from the Five Pillars of 
Islam to the Book of Mormon. 

Mrs. Kennedy said, “I hope 
students who take this course will 
develop a basic understanding of 
the major religious traditions that 
will be covered.”

Mrs. Kennedy also said that 

she applied and was accepted 
into a program entitled Vision-
ary Women, sponsored by the 
Interfaith Center of Greater Phil-

adelphia. The participants first 
convened in January and they 
will continue meeting until June. 
According to their website, The 
Visionary Women program in-
cludes “Women who seek a deep-
er understanding of the religious 
communities in the greater Phila-

delphia region, and the women 
within those communities.” Mrs. 
Kennedy said she hopes that this 
program will provide further in-

sight and 
m a t e r i a l s 
to use in 
her World 
Rel ig ions 
course. 

Mr. Mc-
G o v e r n 
will teach 
the course 
on Histori-
cal Islam, 
which is 
d e s i g n e d 
as a junior/
senior elec-

tive. The purpose of the course is 
to provide a background on the 
history of Islamic civilizations in 
the Middle East, Northern Africa 
and India, including modern civi-
lizations in Iran and Saudi Ara-
bia.  

The course will include an 

introductory unit on the Islamic 
religion, but will not be primar-
ily focused on the religion. While 
Mrs. Kennedy’s course will pro-
vide more background on the re-
ligious aspect, Mr. McGovern’s 
course will focus on the actual 
civilizations and their history. 

“I wanted to implement this 
course to provide students an 
opportunity to learn about non-
Western civilizations, and partic-
ularly because in the modern day 
our fortunes are so intertwined 
with those of Islamic civiliza-
tions halfway around the world. 
Their history is no less important 
than ours, though we rarely take 
the opportunity to learn about it 
in any great detail,” said Mr. Mc-
Govern. 

When asked if she and Mr. Mc-
Govern will be collaborating on 
the courses, Mrs. Kennedy said, 
“We have had informal conversa-
tions, and we hope to collaborate 
in a more concrete way going for-
ward!”

By Nora Kenney ’17

On Thursday, March 2, Mrs. 
Katie Kennedy, along with her 
Morality class, and Ms. Lydia 
Thomas, Adminis-
trative Assistant to 
the Dean of Students, 
attended the Stand 
Up Against Hate 
Rally in center city 
Philadelphia. 

The rally was or-
ganized after numer-
ous headstones were 
vandalized and des-
ecrated at the Mount 
Carmel Jewish Cem-
etery. 

After learning 
about the event via 
Facebook, Mrs. Ken-
nedy said, “I decided 
attending the event 
would be beneficial 
to my students, as 
respecting people of 
all walks of life is a 
main belief of Chris-
tian Morality.”

The objective 
of the event was to 
stand together in 
solidarity against 
the hateful actions 
committed not only 
at the cemetery but 
also throughout the 
world. The belief 
statement that was 
posted on the ral-
ly’s Facebook page 
states: “We will 
stand together to send a united 
message that there is no place for 
hate, desecration and violence in 
Philadelphia. We will stand to-
gether to restore a sense of securi-
ty and peace to our community.”  

There were numerous speak-

ers at the event, including the 
CEO of the Jewish Federation, 
Naomi Adler; Mayor Jim Ken-
ney; Attorney General Josh Sha-
piro; Governor Tom Wolf; Rabbi 

David Straus; Rev. Judith Sulli-
van; the President of the Jewish 
Federation, Bud Newman; along 
with other prominent members of 
the Interfaith Center of Greater 
Philadelphia. 

Mrs. Kennedy noted that the 

speaker whose words particularly 
resonated with her was Attorney 
General Josh Shapiro. “He was 
talking about the sorrow and hurt, 
and asking where the answer is to 

this hate. I found myself inspired, 
filled with hope and empowered 
when he spoke. Attorney General 
Shapiro gave me hope and made 
me feel like I could do something 
positive to spread love and not 
hate,” said Mrs. Kennedy. 

Junior Liana Alcaro said the 
whole experience was extremely 
beneficial. 

“Venturing outside of the 
‘MSJA bubble,’ if you will, was 

an incredibly eye-opening expe-
rience in revealing the realities of 
religious division. However, what 
truly resonated with me was ev-
eryone’s response to such an act 
of hate. The message was clear 
as each public figure spoke that 

day: This was not just an attack 
on the Jewish community, but an 
attack on all of us, and thus it is 
everyone’s duty to create a better 
tomorrow where religious divi-

sion is nonexistent,” 
said Alcaro. 

Junior Grace Di-
Giovanni said that 
the event greatly 
strengthened not 
just the MSJA com-
munity, but the 
community of Phil-
adelphia as well. 

“It was very em-
powering experi-
ence to see people 
of all different re-
ligions, races, ages 
coming together to 
stand for something 
they believed in 
to help the greater 
good of the  com-
munity,” said Di-
Giovanni.

Ms. Thomas, who 
volunteered to ac-
company the group, 
said it was truly in-
spiring to witness 
others at the rally 
thank the girls “for 
coming out and 
standing in solidar-
ity with them.” She 
added,“I was proud 
to be standing next 
to the Mounties 
who were waving 
their signs that they 
made, and listening 

to the speakers and truly putting 
our mission of unity and recon-
ciliation in motion.”

New religion electives join Mount curriculum

Students and faculty stand up against hate

Mrs. Katie Kennedy’s Christian Morality class, along with Ms. Lydia Thomas, designed posters and traveled to     
center city Philadelphia to support the Stand Up Against Hate Rally on Thursday, March 2.
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 President lacks understanding of First Amendment
By Ava Self ’17

In May 2016 at a campaign 
press conference held at Trump 
Tower, then Republican presi-
dential candidate Donald Trump 
derided the assembled members 
of the media as “sleazy” and “dis-
honest.” Astonished by the ar-
ray of insults, David Martosko, a 
writer for the “Daily Mail,” said, 
“I think you’ve set a new bar to-
day for being contentious with 
the press corps, kind of calling 
us losers to our faces and all that. 
Is this what it’s going to be like 
covering you if you’re President?” 

Trump simply responded, 
“Yeah, it is.” 

Trump has not deviated from 
this vow professed on the cam-
paign trail, and his presidency 
has unleashed a torrent of back-
lash against the established me-
dia, ushering in a future where 
the mainstream media is belittled 
as nothing more than “fake news” 
and alternative, often disreputable 
news outlets get the front seats at 
press briefings.

In his first individual press 
conference to announce a re-
placement for Michael Flynn as 
National Security Advisor on 
February 16, Trump took the op-
portunity to gloss over the details 
of his new appointment and in-
stead focused on further degrad-
ing the media outlets gathered in 
front of him. 

As Andrew Marantz of The 
New Yorker wrote in his article 
for “Is Trump Trolling the While 
House Press Corps,” “Within 
minutes, it became clear that 
Trump intended to deliver not so 
much a press conference as an 
anti-press conference.” 

Throughout the conference, 
Trump responded to the ques-
tions from reporters with his own 
assessments, labeling one ques-
tion as “not a simple question, 

not a fair question,” and another 
as “very professional and very 
good.” He issued directives to re-
porters such as when to sit down, 
stand up, and speak. 

As if this experience was not 
enough of a demonstration of 
Trump’s calculated attack on the 
press, the following afternoon 
Trump tweeted, “The FAKE 
NEWS media (failing @nytimes, 
@NBCNews, @ABC, @CBS, @
CNN) is not my enemy, it is the 

enemy of the American People!” 
With this statement, Trump 

invoked words fraught with dis-
turbing historical context, and his 
rhetoric paralleled the lexicon of 
some of the infamous autocrats. 

During the French Revolu-
tion in 1789, the phrase “enemy 
of the people” was introduced to 
describe anyone who opposed the 
revolutionaries. The scope of the 
term was soon expanded however, 
as anyone labeled as an “enemy 
of the people” had committed a 
crime punishable by death. Such 
crimes included “spreading false 
news to divide or trouble people,” 
according to the Times’ Andrew 

Higgins in his article “Trump 
Embraces Enemy of the People, 
A Phrase Fraught with History.”

The phrase started to be used 
again during the Bolshevik Revo-
lution in 1917, and Lenin adopted 
the term to describe, according 
to Higgins, the “landowners and 
capitalists as a class.” When Sta-
lin took over the reigns on the So-
viet Union in 1924, the term en-
compassed an even larger group, 
including those communists who 

had worked with Lenin and were 
seen as rivals by Stalin. 

Mitchell A. Orenstein, profes-
sor of Russian and East European 
Studies at the University of Penn-
sylvania said, “In essence, it was 
a label that meant death. It meant 
you were subhuman and entirely 
expendable. This is the connota-
tion for anyone who lived in the 
Soviet Union or knows anything 
about the Soviet Union, which 
Donald Trump obviously doesn’t 
– or he doesn’t care.” 

With this declaration of the 
media as the “enemy of the 
American people,” Trump has 
even begun to lose the support 

of Conservative commentators, 
many of whom were attempt-
ing to give him the benefit of the 
doubt. 

Co-host of “Morning Joe,” 
Republican Joe Scarborough, 
tweeted in response, “Conserva-
tives, feel free to speak up for the 
Constitution anytime the mood 
strikes. It is time.” 

While Trump continues his 
attempts to dismantle the repu-
tation of the mainstream, reli-

able press in this nation, many 
Americans have expressed their 
trust in the media. According to a 
poll from Quinnipiac University, 
52% of Americans trust the news 
media over Donald Trump when 
it comes to reporting the truth 
on imperative issues. Reader-
ship and subscription services for 
“The New York Times” have sky-
rocketed, possibly as Americans 
are searching for a reliable news 
source among the recent surge of 
alterative news sources that have 
been endorsed by Trump. 

Since his election, Trump and 
his team have continued to allow 
more “floaters” into the White 

House press briefings. These 
floaters, according to Marantz, 
are “those who have White House 
credentials but no assigned seat.” 
Floaters are forced to cram into 
the aisles during briefings, and 
most past administrations have 
never typically taken their ques-
tions, as they are not as well-
formulated or policy-directed. 
Recently however, Trump’s press 
secretary Sean Spicer has ig-
nored the well-established media 
hierarchy, denying the Associ-
ated Press and other major news 
outlets the opportunity to ask the 
first, or any, questions. Instead, 
he has opted to select LifeZette, 
Breitbart News Network and the 
Daily Caller, all pro-Trump orga-
nizations, to ask questions. 

One anonymous reporter told 
Marantz, “It’s becoming a form 
of court-packing.” 

A radio correspondent told 
Marantz, “At best, [the floaters] 
don’t know what they’re doing. 
At worst, you wonder whether 
someone is actually feeding them 
softball questions. You can’t just 
have a parade of people asking, 
‘When and how do you plan to 
make America great again?’” 

As Trump and his administra-
tion continue to decry the main-
stream media as their “opposition 
party,” and pack press briefings 
with dangerous, relatively un-
known and unreliable sources, 
they are attempting to prevent the 
American people from learning 
one thing: the truth.  

As Frida Ghitis wrote in her 
opinion piece “Why Trump wants 
you to hate the media,” “Trump’s 
real nemesis is the truth. By at-
tacking the media, he opens up a 
new line of attack against facts, 
his true target. He is, after all, 
the Gaslighter in Chief. He is try-
ing to confuse the public so that 
they will not believe inconvenient 
truths.”  

By Ava Self ’17

In Trump’s America, federal 
statistics have become merely a 
matter of opinion. 

Throughout his campaign, 
Trump relentlessly attacked the 
unemployment rate under Presi-
dent Obama as “phony” and “a 
hoax.” He discredited the number 
calculated by the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics (BLS), stating, “The 5% 
figure is one of the biggest hoax-
es in American modern politics. 
The number is probably 28, 29, as 
high as 35. In fact, I even heard 
recently 42%.” 

Yet when the numbers seem 
to fit Trump’s agenda, he has no 
difficulty accepting them as fact, 
and taking credit for them. 

At the end of March, the BLS 
released its monthly jobs report, 
citing that 235,000 new jobs 
had been added to the economy 
and the unemployment rate had 
dropped to 4.7%. After this re-
port was released, White House 
Press Secretary Sean Spicer said, 

“I talked to the president prior 
to this, and he said to quote him 
very clearly: ‘They may have 
been phony in the past, but it’s 
very real now.’” 

With this quick turnaround of 
opinion, the American people 
are forced to face another grim 
reality: four years rife with talk-
ing out of both sides of the mouth 
by a presidential administration, 
a future where facts can quickly 
become fiction when they do not 
benefit the administration’s fa-
çade. This type of shifting rheto-
ric, according to Adam Davidson 
in his article “Trump’s Abuse of 
Government Data,” is a danger 
because “a President who dispar-
ages the data might convince his 
followers that bad economic news 
is political propaganda, and offer 
numbers that have no statistical 
rigor behind them.” 

The changed stance on the un-
employment rate seems to be the 
first of many throughout Trump’s 
term. 

Before the Congressional Bud-

get Office (CBO) released a re-
port stating that 24 million more 
Americans would be uninsured 
by 2026 under the GOP health 
plan than under Obamacare, 
members of the Trump adminis-
tration attempted to devalue the 
CBO’s reports. According to the 
article “Donald Trump Loved to 
Cite the Nonpartisan Agency His 
Aides are Now Discrediting,” 
White House Chief Economic 
adviser Gary Cohn called CBO 
projections “meaningless,” while 
White House Budget Director 
Mick Mulvaney claimed the over-
view of healthcare reform was 
not “the best use of [the CBO’s] 
time.” 

Before this review of health-
care reform, however, Trump had 
repeatedly cited reports from the 
CBO to belittle past administra-
tions. Tweets citing the CBO 
from Trump included, “As I pre-
dicted, Obama already caught 
lying on Ocare enrollment # by 
CBO who’s sticking w/ “6 mil-
lion enrollments,” and “Waste! 

The CBO now estimates that @
BarackObama’s stimulus cost 
$831B and a ridiculous $4.1M per 
job created.” 

Attempts are also being made 
to change the way data is being 
collected and shared with the 
public. According to Mona Cha-
labi’s article “Statisticians fear 
Trump White House will manip-
ulate figures to fit narrative,” two 
bills are being pushed in Con-
gress to overturn a 2015 housing 
regulation “aimed at addressing 
racial segregation in cities such 
as Baltimore and Chicago, simply 
by halting data collection.” The 
culmination of these two bills, en-
titled the Local Zoning Decisions 
Protection Act of 2017, states “no 
federal funds may be used to de-
sign build, maintain, utilize, or 
provide access to a Federal data-
base of geospatial information on 
community racial disparities.” 

As a former Census Bureau 
employee noted, “You can’t talk 
about discrimination if there’s no 
data there to support it.” 

With these types of laws begin-
ning to be passed, the Trump ad-
ministration, according to Ken-
neth Prewitt, former director of 
the U.S. Census Bureau and cur-
rent professor of public affairs at 
Columbia University, now has the 
power to control the denominator 
by adjusting the way data is cal-
culated to change the final num-
bers.  

As Chalabi writes, “the Cen-
sus Bureau publishes data which 
shows that one in four U.S. His-
panics lives in poverty. To change 
that statistic, you can either 
change people’s lives or, more 
simply, you can change the way 
that you count who is and who is 
not Hispanic – then, the statistic 
can become one in three, one in 
10, one in whatever.” 

When the numbers are manip-
ulated, an administration is free 
to tell its own story. As another 
former Census statistician said, 
“You can write your own narra-
tive. You can tell people how sick 
they are or how safe they are.” 

New administration discredits data when convenient

Press Secretary Sean Spicer has a reputation for repeatedly attacking the WH Press Corps.
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Wiretapping claims cause unrest in Washington
By Caitlyn Bell ’17

  
 On Saturday, March 4, Don-

ald Trump launched a new at-
tack on the former Obama ad-
ministration, accusing President 
Obama of ordering a wiretap on 
the phone lines at Trump Tower 
throughout the 2016 campaign.

March 4 - Trump released 
a thread of tweets on the issue, 
concluding with, “Terrible! Just 
found out that Obama had my 
‘wires tapped’ in Trump Tower 
just before the victory. Nothing 
found. This is McCarthyism!”

Trump also accused British 
Intelligence of assisting Presi-
dent Obama in his efforts to ac-
crue information that would work 
against the now President. 

March 5 - FBI Director James 
Comey gave a statement, asking 
the Dept. of Justice to rebuke 
Trump’s tweets. Comey ex-
pressed his fear that these allega-
tions would reflect poorly on the 
Bureau and suggest misconduct.

On the same day, Sean Spicer 
held a press conference, asking 
congressional intelligence com-
mittees to gather information on 
the claims.

“Neither the White House nor 
the president will comment fur-
ther until such oversight is con-
ducted,” Spicer concluded.

March 7 - On March 7, chair-
man of the House Intelligence 
Committee Devin Nunes (R-Ca-

lif.) said in a statement that the 
President should not be attacked 
for a tweet.

Nunes is one of Trump’s clos-
est allies on Capitol Hill, which 
is problematic due to Nunes’ in-
volvement in several ongoing in-
vestigations into Trump and his 

administration. 
March 15 - On March 15, 

Nunes came out again after the 
House Intelligence Commit-
tee failed to gather any evidence 
backing the claims. 

In his statement, Nunes said, 
“Clearly the President is wrong.”

March 16 - White House Press 
Secretary Sean Spicer held a press 
conference, attributing Trump’s 
claims to reports given by sev-
eral media outlets. Spicer also 
attempted to convey that Trump 
didn’t really mean wiretapping 
when he wrote wiretapping.

“There’s been substantial dis-
cussion in several reports. … 
There’s been reports in the New 
York Times and the BBC and oth-
er outlets about other aspects of 
surveillance that have occurred. 
The president was very clear in 
his tweet that it was, you know, 

‘wiretapping’ — that spans a 
whole host of surveillance types 
of options,” said Spicer.

According to the Washington 
Post, none of the reports Spicer 
referenced claim that the Trump 
campaign or Trump himself was 
wiretapped.

March 17 - Trump held a 
press conference with German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel. When 
asked about his claims against 
President Obama, he stood by 
them, maintaining that he was 
simply reiterating claims of the 
media, rather than making the 

claims himself.
March 20 - FBI Director 

James Comey told the House In-
telligence Committee in a hear-
ing that he had “no evidence that 
supports these tweets.”

March 21 - Nunes made a se-
cret visit to the White House in 
which he reviewed classified in-
formation that, as he said, “con-
firmed what he already knew.” 
This information was provided 
by the White House.

 March 22 - The following 
day Nunes returned to the White 
House, this time publicly, to brief 
the President on “newfound evi-
dence” that suggests the Trump 
team may have been spied on 
throughout the campaign.

March 23 - Nunes backped-
alled on his statement from the 
previous day. A spokesperson 
for Nunes gave a statement: “He 
said he’ll have to get all the docu-
ments he requested from the [in-
telligence community] about this 
before he knows for sure.”

April 6 - Devin Nunes an-
nounced that he would step aside 
from the House investigations on 
Russia, particularly the Russian 
involvement in the 2016 election. 
After Nunes made his initial visit 
to the White House, concerns 
were raised in the House that 
Nunes leaked information about 
the wiretapping claims without 
authorization. 

By Ava Self ’17

On Thursday, April 6, Repre-
sentative Devin Nunes (R-Calif.) 
stepped down as the lead inves-
tigator on the House Intelligence 
Committee’s probe into Russian 
interference in the 2016 presiden-
tial election. 

According to the Times article 
“Devin Nunes to Step Aside from 
House Investigation on Russia,” 
Nunes made the decision to recuse 
himself after “left-wing activist 
groups” filed claims against him 
with the Office of Congressional 
Ethics. While Nunes denounced 
the claims as “entirely false and 
politically motivated,” they stem 
from the suspicions surrounding 
Nunes’s recent behavior, which 
has not been in the best interest of 
the House’s investigation. 

Nunes first began to draw criti-
cism in March after announcing 
at a hearing that members of the 
Trump administration may have 
been subjects of inappropriate 
surveillance techniques, pos-
ing in his opening statement the 
question, “Were the communica-
tions of officials or associates of 
any campaign subject to any kind 
of improper surveillance?” 

Nunes then went on to state, 
“It’s still possible that other sur-
veillance activities were used 
against President Trump and his 
associates.” 

After this hearing, Nunes 

credibility as head investigator 
only continued to deteriorate. 
As House Intelligence Com-
mittee member Jim Himes (D-
Conn.) said, “I’m sorry to say, 
the chairman has ceased to be 
the chairman of an investigative 
committee and has been running 
interference for the Trump White 
House.” 

Nunes, following the hearing 
on Tuesday, March 21, went to a 
National Security Council facility 
on White House grounds where 
he reviewed intelligence reports. 
The findings he discovered in the 
reports were not shared with his 
fellow committee members, but 
rather told directly by Nunes to 
the President. Nunes also held 
two press conferences at the Cap-
itol and outside the West Wing 
about the intelligence briefings, 
all without ever sharing the infor-
mation with his committee. 

On Friday, March 24, Nunes 
cancelled hearings in which the 
committee was supposed to hear 
the testimonies of former Attor-
ney General Sally Yates, Direc-
tor of National Intelligence James 
Clapper and former CIA director 
John Brennan, all of whom served 
under the Obama administration. 

According to The New Yorker 
article “How the White House 
and Republicans Blew Up the 
House Russia Investigation,” 
Nunes’ cancellation of the testi-
monies followed an attempt by 

White House lawyers to prevent 
Yates from attending the hearing. 

While White House press sec-
retary Sean Spicer said, “The 
White House has taken no ac-
tion to prevent Sally Yates from 
testifying and the Department of 
Justice specifically told her that it 
would not stop her,” many on the 
committee were doubtful of these 
claims. 

Himes said, “Any blocking of 
anyone or anything simply stokes 
suspicion of what the administra-
tion might be hiding.” 

The downfall of Nunes is only 
one of the many that have plagued 
the Trump administration since 
the onset of the investigation into 
Russian involvement in U.S. dem-
ocratic affairs. 

National Security Advisor Mi-
chael Flynn was the first to fall, 
being forced to resign in February 
after reports of contact between 
Flynn and Russia’s Ambassador 
to Washington, Sergey Kislyak, 
surfaced. 

As the article in The New 
Yorker “It’s Time for a Proper 
Investigation of Trump’s Russia 
Ties,” said, “Flynn’s calls, which 
he and the White House origi-
nally claimed were no more than 
exchanges of pleasantries, turned 
out to have been recorded, pre-
sumably by the National Security 
Agency. We don’t know precisely 
what Flynn said to Kislyak, al-
though reports say that the White 

House, the Justice Department 
and the FBI’s counterintelligence 
division have access to the tran-
scripts.” 

Kislyak was under routine, 
court-ordered surveillance when 
he talked to Flynn. While the 
content of the discussion between 
the two is unknown to the Ameri-
can public, if Flynn discussed the 
sanctions placed on Russian dip-
lomats by Obama following the 
election, he crossed diplomatic 
and legal boundaries. 

Ties to Russia have also been 
found among various other indi-
viduals associated with Trump’s 
campaign and administration. 
Former campaign advisor Carter 
Page took a trip to Moscow to 
meet with Igor Schin, a “Pu-
tin confidant” according to the 
Washington Post article “FBI 
Director Comey Confirms Probe 
of Possible Coordination between 
Kremlin and Trump Campaign.” 
Trump’s political advisor Roger 
Stone proudly talked of his con-
nection to WikiLeaks founder 
Julian Assange, and predicted the 
publication of Clinton’s campaign 
manager’s emails by the site. At-
torney General Jeff Sessions was 
forced to recuse himself from 
investigations by the Justice De-
partment into Russian involve-
ment, after failing to disclose his 
meeting with a Russian envoy. 

With a White House staff 
wracked with Russian connec-

tions, who can be trusted to take 
on the responsibility of discover-
ing just how deep the Russian in-
volvement has become? 

While FBI Director James 
Comey acknowledged that his 
agency has been looking into 
Russian ties to the election and 
President Trump since last July, 
the bulk of the investigative work 
has now fallen onto the Senate In-
telligence Committee, especially 
since the House committee has 
been diverted by Nunes. 

The Senate Select Committee 
on Intelligence is being led by 
Chairman Richard Burr (R-NC) 
and his counterpart Mark Warner 
(D-Virginia), who both acknowl-
edged that they will not let their 
investigation devolve into the 
nightmare that the House investi-
gation has become. 

As David Gray, a professor at 
the University of North Caro-
lina said in the article “Burr to 
Lead Senate Investigations into 
Russian Election Interference,” 
“They’re going to have tremen-
dous pressure from the White 
House not to dig too deep, but I 
think there is tremendous pres-
sure to get a good, sound report 
and a good, sound assessment of 
what’s going on. They’re not go-
ing to let this go.” 

Investigation into Russian involvement

FBI Director James Comey told the House Intelligence Committee in a hearing that he had 
“no evidence that supports [Trump’s]tweets” accusing Obama of ordering a wiretap. 
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By Nina Chae-Gordon ’18

January 20, 2017 - Don-
ald Trump was inaugurated as 
the 45th President of the United 
States.

January 21, 2017 - The Wom-
en’s March drew millions of 
protesters in all fifty states and 
across the globe to demonstrate 
against President Trump on his 
first full day in office.

January 22, 2017 - Controver-
sy over the number of attendees 
at President Trump’s inaugura-
tion arose, introducing Kellyanne 
Conway’s infamous idea of “al-
ternative facts.”

January 23, 2017 - President 
Trump signed three executive or-
ders: one withdrawing the United 
States from the Trans Pacific 
Partnership; another instituting a 
federal hiring freeze, with the ex-
ception for the military; and one 
executive order limiting the fund-
ing of abortion clinics overseas.

January 24, 2017 - President 
Trump signed a total of five exec-
utive actions in regards to contro-
versial pipeline projects, giving 
them the go-ahead.

January 25, 2017 - President 
Trump promised the country a 
“major investigation” pertain-
ing to the alleged three million 
people who voted illegally in the 
2016 Election. He also officially 
signed an order to begin building 
a wall along the Mexican border, 
and states that Mexico will reim-
burse the U.S. for the wall. 

January 26, 2017 - Mexican 
President Enrique Peña Nieto 
cancelled his trip to Washington 
D.C., refuting President’s Trump 
claim that Mexico will pay for the 
wall. 

January 27, 2017 - President 
Trump signed an order banning 
immigrants from seven Muslim 
countries (Iran, Iraq, Libya, So-
malia, Sudan, Syria, and Yemen) 
and all refugees from entering 
the United States. This order also 
barred green card holders from 
these countries from re-entering 
the U.S.

January 29, 2017 - Republi-
cans Senator John McCain and 
Senator Lindsey Graham voiced 
their concerns over President 
Trump’s travel ban, joining the 
voices of the millions of protest-
ers across the globe.

January 30, 2017 - President 
Trump fired Sally Yates, the for-
mer acting attorney general ap-
pointed by President Obama, as 
she publicly stated that the Justice 
Department could not legally de-
fend his travel ban.

February 4, 2017 - A Seattle 
judge issued a temporary ruling 
against President Trump’s travel 
ban.

February 8, 2017 - Trump’s 
vice president, Mike Pence, be-
came the first vice president to 
cast a tie-breaking vote to con-
firm a cabinet nominee after the 
Senate vote over Betsy DeVos 
was left at fifty votes to fifty. 

February 9, 2017 - President 
Trump spoke out against Nord-

strom and the department stores’ 
decision to discontinue the sale of 
his daughter’s clothing line.

February 14, 2017 - National 
Security Adviser, Michael Fly-
nn, was forced to resign after 
allegations that he misled Vice 
President Mike Pence and that he 
could be vulnerable to blackmail 
by Russia. 

February 23, 2017 - President 
Trump withdrew federal guide-
lines that allow U.S. schools to 
let their transgender students use 
bathrooms matching their gender 
identity, reversing former presi-
dent Barack Obama’s directive to 
protective transgender students’ 
rights.

February 24, 2017 - In Mary-
land, President Trump spoke at 
the Conservative Political Action 
Conference, stating that he would, 
“. . . crush the Islamic State, de-
port criminals, crackdown on 
welfare, overhaul health care and 
put miners back at work.”

March 1, 2017 - President 
Trump gave his first address 
to Congress, promising a “new 
chapter of American greatness.” 
Trump’s address was met with 
praise when he criticized the leg-
acy of Barack Obama.

March 5, 2017 - President 
Trump made claims that former 
president Barack Obama wire-
tapped his phones in Trump Tow-
er prior to his victory, comparing 
this alleged incident to Nixon and 
the Watergate scandal.

March 6, 2017 - A revised ex-
ecutive order was signed by Presi-
dent Trump, revoking a previous 
order issued on January 27. This 
new order reinstates a ban on im-
migration from certain countries 
with a Muslim majority and sus-
pends the U.S. refugee program.

March 13, 2017 - The Repub-
lican plan to replace the Afford-
able Care Act was faced by great 
opposition by the rest of the party 
and millions of Americans. Presi-
dent Trump reassured the public 
that his plan would “provide in-
surance for everybody.”

March 21, 2017 - President 
Trump’s daughter, Ivanka Trump, 
was promoted and promised an 
office in the West Wing, a gov-
ernment-issued phone and com-
puter and security clearance to 
access classified information.

March 23, 2017 - Repub-
licans were faced with disap-
proval across the board and were 
forced to cancel the vote to repeal 
Obamacare. 

March 25, 2017 - House 
speaker Paul Ryan met with Pres-
ident Trump to inform him that 
they did not have the votes to pass 
the American Health Care Act.

March 27, 2017 - It was re-
vealed that President Trump’s 
senior advisor and son-in-law, 
Jared Kushner, is to testify before 
a Senate committee investigat-
ing Russia’s role in the previous 
presidential election.

March 28, 2017 - President 
Trump signed an executive order 
to trigger a review of President 
Obama’s clean power plan. 

A look at the President’s first 100 days
By Ava Self ’17

On March 29, Hawaii federal 
judge Derrick Watson extended 
his nationwide block on Trump’s 
revised travel ban. This ruling 
comes two weeks after Watson 
temporarily put a hold on the ex-
ecutive order mere hours before it 
was set to go into effect on March 
16. 

Watson’s extension, which will 
be in effect until Hawaii’s court 
case against the ban is resolved, 
marks yet another setback for 
Trump’s futile attempts at a travel 
ban. 

The initial executive order was 
issued on January 27, banning en-
try into the United States by citi-
zens from Iraq, Syria, Iran, Libya, 
Somalia, Sudan and Yemen for 
90 days. It also put an indefinite 

halt on the entry of refugees from 
Syria. 

This order was immediately 
met with nationwide protests, 
and courts began to strike down 
the ban. On February 3, U.S. Dis-
trict Court Judge James Robart 
blocked the order nationwide, 
determining that the states filing 
claims against the ban “have met 
their burden of demonstrating 
that they face immediate and ir-
reparable injury as a result of the 
signing and implementation of 
the executive order.” The Trump 
administration attempted to file 
an emergency request to reinstate 
the ban, but the motion was de-
nied. 

Choosing not to appeal the 
court’s decision, Trump revised 
the travel ban and issued an up-
dated executive order on March 6. 

This ban removed Iraq from 
the list of restricted countries, and 
halted refugee entrance for 120 
days. But as this revision has also 
been continually struck down by 
federal courts, Trump has protest-
ed what he calls “unprecedented 
judicial overreach.” 

After the revised order was 
blocked by Watson, Trump said, 
“Let me tell you something, I 
think we ought to go back to the 
first one and go all the way, which 
is what I wanted to do in the first 
place.” 

The Trump administration ap-
pealed Watson’s extension to the 
9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
on March 30. Watson’s block will 
not be suspended while the ap-
peal is pending. 

By Meredith Mayes ’17

For years, the Republican 
party has hoped for an opportu-
nity to repeal the Affordable Care 
Act. However, on Friday, March 
24, the GOP’s bill, the American 
Health Care Act, slipped through 
the party’s fingers. Without 
enough support for the bill to pass 
in the House, Speaker Paul Ryan 
pulled the bill from the floor.

Even though Trump apparently 
agreed to postpone the vote, the 
events of Friday greatly embar-
rassed both him and his adminis-
tration. The night before, Trump 
had threatened to walk away 
from health care if he was not 
successful. 

Throughout his 
campaign, Trump 
constantly spoke out 
against ObamaCare 
and declared his plans 
to eradicate it. Conse-
quently, many of his 
supporters must be 
angry that he was not 
capable of gathering 
enough votes for the 
bill to pass. 

Trump has since 
blamed Democrats 
and the Freedom Cau-
cus for the failure. The 
conservative members 
of the caucus explained 
that they would only 
support a complete re-
peal of ObamaCare, so 
they refused to vote for the GOP’s 
bill that maintained some compo-
nents of the Affordable Care Act.

Under the American Health 
Care Act, children under the 
age of 26 would still be allowed 
to remain on their parents’ plan. 
Those with pre-existing condi-
tions would also remain protect-
ed by being guaranteed coverage 
at the same price. The annual and 
lifetime limits would still remain 
in effect, as well as out-of-pocket 
maximums, which for 2017 were 
$7,150 for an individual and 
$14,300 for a family.

However, most of the contro-
versy stemmed from all of the 
changes that were found within 
the GOP’s bill. Some of the most 
dramatic changes include ending 
the requirement that individuals 
have to have health insurance or 
pay a penalty tax and that compa-
nies with more than 50 employ-
ees have to provide insurance. 

The proposed legislation would 
use federal income tax credits 
(which reduce tax liability) to en-
courage individuals to buy health 
insurance. ObamaCare enhanced 
federal funding for Medicaid, 
increasing the number of low in-
come people receiving coverage. 
Under the American Health Care 

Act, funding for Medicaid will 
be reduced substantially, forcing 
the states to provide coverage to 
fewer people.

In a review of the bill, the Con-
gressional Budget Office found 
that 24 million fewer people 
would have health insurance by 
2026.

As a whole, Americans are not 
only divided on what the pulling 
of the bill means, but also how 
they feel about it. Trump’s sup-
porters and critics alike should 
both be able to acknowledge his 
continued lack of skill for poli-

ticking. This bill was something 
a most of his campaign was built 
around, similar to the travel ban 
and both failed rather quickly.

If Trump continues to experi-
ence major losses in both Con-
gress and the courts, his oppor-
tunities for future success also 
dwindle. In order to gain the 
votes necessary to pass legisla-
tion, Trump will need members 
of Congress on his side: a choice 
many members will be hesitant to 
make because of his track record. 

While speaking with the Press, 
Ryan acknowledged the bill’s 
failure and said, “We have to do 
better, and we will.”

Chuck Schumer, the Senate 
Minority leader from 
New York said, “In my 
life, I have never seen 
an administration as 
incompetent as the one 
occupying the White 
House today. Today 
we’ve learned they 
can’t count votes and 
they can’t close a deal. 
So much for the art of 
the deal.”

Saturday morn-
ing, Trump tweeted, 
“ObamaCare will ex-
plode and we will all 
get together and piece 
together a great health-
care plan for THE 
PEOPLE. Do not wor-
ry!” He has expressed 
confidence that the Af-

fordable Care Act will soon de-
teriorate making the need for his 
obvious and greatly increasing its 
likelihood of success. Similarly, 
Ryan remarked that they will 
continue on with the rest of their 
agenda, while continuing to work 
on the health care problem. Up 
next, tax reform.

Federal judge blocks the 2nd travel ban

AHCA fails in Congress; Obamacare not repealed

Speaker Ryan was the pioneer of the AHCA.
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More political turmoil in Europe:
All eyes on the French election 

By Caitlyn Bell ’17

Europe stands in a state of po-
litical uncertainty. 

Similar to the 2016 election 
of Donald Trump, the success of 
certain political figures has come 
as a shock to many. In this time 
of unrest within the European 
Union, the French presidential 
election is likely going to further 
the state of political turmoil in 
Europe and the world.

The election is taking place on 
April 23. With three frontrun-
ners, a runoff is expected to occur 
by necessity on May 7. President 
incumbent Francois Hollande 
chose not to run for a second 
5-year term, due to his 4% ap-
proval rating.

There are eleven candidates in 
the running for the April election. 
Unless one of these candidates 
wins over 50% of the popular 
vote, which is highly unlikely, 
then the two leading candidates 
will move on to a second round.

The three frontrunners are 
Francois Fillon, Emmanuel Ma-
cron and Marine Le Pen. 

Fillon, the center-right can-
didate of the Republican party, 
was the initial frontrunner but is 
now third in the polls after be-
ing placed under investigation for 
paying his wife money belonging 
to the state for work that was nev-

er completed.
Emmanuel Macron, at the 

young age of 39, is an investment 
banker and worked as a finan-
cial advisor to Hollande before 
becoming Economy Minister. 
Macron began his own political 
movement, called En Marche (On 
the Move). He has upset many on 
the far left and right, but has been 
successful in appealing to moder-
ates.

Marine Le Pen, leader of the 
renowned French nationalist par-
ty, the Front National, is currently 
neck-and-neck with Macron but 
is unlikely to win in the second 
round. Known for her Islamo-
phobic and isolationist rhetoric, 
Le Pen is often called the Donald 
Trump of Europe.

Another possible contender is 
Benoit Hamon of the Socialist 
Party. Hamon has been termed 

the French Bernie Sanders for his 
far-left economic policies. 

The main issues of the French 
election are unemployment, the 
EU, immigration and national se-
curity. France remains in a state 
of emergency after the onslaught 
of terrorist attacks in France be-
ginning January 2015. There is 
also debate as to whether or not 
France should follow in Britain’s 
footsteps and leave the European 
Union, a movement which the 
National Front party has stood 
behind.

Clearly, what the French peo-
ple really want is change. With 
a 10% unemployment rate and 
an immense amount of violence, 
the French are looking to elect 
a candidate who will bring the 
focus back to the white majority 
working class rather than impov-
erished refugees.

With the mass uncertainty 
about the future of France and 
Europe as a whole, one can only 
hope that this election does not 
take the French down the same 
xenophobic and hateful path that 
the United States and Great Brit-
ain have chosen to take.

Having said this, it is important 
to keep in mind this year has been 
full of political upsets. At this 
point, anything could happen.

By Caitlyn Bell ’17

On March 29, Prime Minister 
Theresa May had a letter hand-
delivered to the President of the 
European Union, Donald Tusk, 
detailing the beginning of Brit-
ain’s official exit from the Euro-
pean Union, a process that is ex-
pected to take 2 years.

In order to commence the 
long-debated and dreaded Brexit, 
May used Article 50 of the Lis-
bon Treaty, Part 1 of which states, 
“Any Member State may decide 
to withdraw from the Union in 
accordance with its own constitu-
tional requirements.”

Moments after the letter was 
delivered in Brussels by Sir Tim 
Barrow, British Parliament Rep-
resentative to the EU, Theresa 
May gave an address to the House 
of Commons in London.

“This is an historic moment 
for which there can be no turning 
back. Britain is leaving the Euro-
pean Union.”

The referendum was held on 
June 23 of 2016. 51.9% of Brit-
ain voted to leave the EU, with 
a turnout of 71.8%. England and 
Wales voted to leave, while Scot-
land and Northern Ireland voted 
to remain. In Scotland, 62% voted 
to remain.

Following the referendum’s 
success, the British pound took a 
hard hit in value. Inflation in the 
UK has gone up, and the econo-

my is suffering. Protests broke 
out and continue to ensue across 
Europe, and Scotland is discuss-
ing another referendum for inde-
pendence.

One of the chief causes of 
Brexit is that the British people 

had grown wary of immigration. 
The EU has enacted certain laws 
that require all 28 of the member 
nations to accept a certain quota 
of refugees. 

The those who voted to leave 
also do not wish to lose their jobs 
to a refugee or immigrant, de-
spite the fact that unemployment 
in Britain was at 4.7% in January 

2017, according to the UK Office 
of National Statistics. This is its 
lowest since 2004.

Those in favor of leaving are 
concerned for the British econo-
my. The British do not feel it is 
their duty to suffer at the expense 

of the EU. Also, after a rise in ter-
rorism in Europe since the Paris 
attack in 2015, the British are 
fearful.

This isolationist spirit is dan-
gerous for the British and for Eu-
rope as a whole. Less than a year 
after the referendum, other Euro-
pean countries such as France are 
already seriously debating put-

ting forth a referendum of their 
own. 

Britain’s exit from the Europe-
an Union will be a long and pain-
ful process. The two entities must 
reach a trade deal in order to pre-
vent severe economic damage. At 

the moment, however, relations 
between the two are so tense that 
they may not be able to begin ne-
gotiations for quite a while.

The EU does not approve of 
this movement, though Article 50 
prohibits them from preventing 
the exit.

“We already miss you,” Donald 
Tusk said in an address to Britain. 

Nevertheless, Great Britain is 
following through with its sepa-
ration from the European Union. 
Britain will no longer follow the 
laws of the European Parliament 
above the law of their own land. 
They will have to produce their 
own immigration reform and find 
a way to lift their economy from 
the ashes. 

“As I have said before, [this] de-
cision was no rejection of the val-
ues we share as fellow Europeans. 
Nor was it an attempt to do harm 
to the European Union or any of 
the remaining member states. On 
the contrary, the United Kingdom 
wants the European Union to suc-
ceed and prosper. Instead, the 
referendum was a vote to restore, 
as we see it, our national self-
determination. We are leaving the 
European Union, but we are not 
leaving Europe – and we want to 
remain committed partners and 
allies to our friends across the 
continent,” wrote Theresa May in 
the official letter to Tusk.

It won’t be long before the peo-
ple of Europe see just how serious 
Theresa May is about maintain-
ing a close alliance with the EU.
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It is important to 
keep in mind that 
this year has been 
full of political up-
sets. At this point, 
anything could 
happen.

Prime Minister sends letter initiating Brexit

On March 29, Sir Tim Barrow delivered a letter to Donald Tusk, initiating Great Britain’s 
exit from the European Union, a process that will take at least two years.
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Proposed 2018 budget lacks funding for NPR, PBS

By Caitlyn Bell ’17

On Sunday, February 26, 
“Moonlight” made Oscar 
history by being the first film 
with an all-black cast, and the 
first about queerness and gender 
nonconformity, to win Best 
Picture.

The importance of this victory 
for “Moonlight” is not something 
that can be measured in words. In 
a time of what seems like constant 
regression, this sign of progress 
in Hollywood serves as a shining 
light in a void to all marginalized 
communities

After Warren Beatty and Faye 
Dunaway were mistakenly given 
the wrong envelope and, thus, 
announced “La La Land” as Best 
Picture winner, Jordan Horowitz, 
a producer of the Los Angeles 
musical, interrupted his team’s 
celebration to announce that 
“Moonlight” had actually won 
the Academy Award.

After arriving on stage in a haze 
of shock and confusion, Barry 
Jenkins, director of “Moonlight,” 
took the microphone.

“Very clearly, very clearly, 

even in my dreams, this could not 
be true. But to hell with dreams, 
I’m done with it, ’cause this is 
true. Oh my goodness,” Jenkins 
said.

Coming from the up-and-
coming independent production 
company A24, “Moonlight” had 
a $1.5 million budget and made 
only $22.2 million in ticket sales 
prior to the win, compared to the 
estimated $30 million spent on 

“La La Land” and nearly $150 
million grossed in ticket sales.

This defeat of Old Hollywood 
is, for many, a symbol of much 
more. When progress comes 

in one area for marginalized 
communities, it is a victory for 
everybody. “Moonlight,” with a 
queer subject matter and an all-
black cast, defeated the white, 
heteronormative and patriarchal 
mold that has for so long 

dominated American pop culture 
and society as a whole.

“La La Land,” despite being 
a beautiful film, shows a reality 
entirely different from that which 

many are currently experienc-
ing. There is a white reality that 
has always dominated Holly-
wood, in which struggling artists 
can afford massive Los Angeles 
apartments and talent is enough 
to make it in the field of one’s 

choice.
“Now ‘Moonlight’ has a chance 

to be truly popular entertainment, 
too, though I suspect that images 
showing two black men kissing, 
or an older black man holding a 
black boy in the sea while telling 
him he’s floating above the world, 
are, sadly, not likely to become 
part of the larger moviegoing nar-
rative,” wrote Hilton Als of The 
New Yorker.

There is still hope to be 
found, however, in a victory for 
“Moonlight.” This triumph for 
the black and queer communities 
tells their members that are try-
ing to make it in the arts that, al-
though they are against all odds, 
it is possible. 

Barry Jenkins has become a 
role model for all. He represents 
what many hope will be the 
future of the film industry: 
lower budgets, smaller studios 
and meaningful, honest subject 
matter.

By Natalie Ward ’18

President Trump’s supposed 
budget plan calls for a drastic de-
crease in funding for the arts.

The budget calls for the fund-
ing for the Corporation for Public 
Broadcasting (CPB) to decrease 
to zero, along with the complete 
elimination of the National En-
dowment for the Arts (NEA) and 
the National Endowment for the 
Humanities (NEH), something 
that has never before been pro-
posed by a president.

However, the three targeted 
programs only 
account for a 
miniscule portion 
of the govern-
ment’s massive 
$4 trillion bud-
get. 

According to 
NPR, in the last 
fiscal year CPB 
received $445 
million in federal 
funding, while 
the NEA and 
NEH received 
around $148 mil-
lion each. Art 
News states that currently, the 
NEA receives approximately 
.003 percent of the federal bud-
get.

Although the arts may not 
seem important in the “big pic-
ture” of the government, funding 
of the arts provides for commu-
nity projects and new works, and 
it allows the arts to become more 
accessible to people all over the 
country, especially in urban areas 
with low-income communities.

The NEH funds museums 
across the country in order to pre-
serve the history of the nation for 
future generations. Additionally, 

the NEH supports programs that 
help veterans transition back into 
civilian life.

According to Americans for 
the Arts, the NEA is responsible 
for the employment of 4.8 million 
people, a $26 billion trade surplus 
for the country, and a $730 billion 
arts and culture industry.

Art News states that the NEA 
has experienced threatening situ-
ations before, but it has never 
faced complete elimination. 
Throughout the 1980s and 1990s, 
conservative politicians greatly 
reduced the NEA’s budget in re-

sponse to an outburst of political 
art.

President Trump has expressed 
disgust for the NEA for quite 
some time, even dating back to 
the late ‘90s. Many conserva-
tives, including Trump, attacked 
the NEA following the exhibition 
of a controversial painting at the 
Brooklyn Museum, even though 
the program had no correlation to 
the incident.

Since the proposal for the bud-
get plan, actors, filmmakers, art-
ists and various politicians have 
advocated for the preservation 
of the arts programs, as well as 

some of President Trump’s own 
advisors.

Daryl Roth, a prominent 
Broadway producer whose hus-
band, Steven Roth, is a Trump 
advisor, is openly standing up for 
the programs in order to preserve 
the arts in the United States. 

In an email to the New York 
Times, Daryl Roth said: “The 
concept of ending federal fund-
ing to the NEA and to the many 
nonprofit arts organizations, art-
ists, writers, cultural institutions, 
museums and all recipients that 
would be affected is of course of 

grave concern 
to me. . . . Arts 
education in the 
schools, theater 
groups, mu-
sic and dance 
programs help 
revitalize local 
communities, 
both spiritually 
and economi-
cally, across the 
country.”

Actress Ja-
mie Lee Curtis 
tweeted, “After 
all the wars are 

fought what remains are people, 
art, nature and culture. Trump 
can try but he cannot cut us out of 
the picture.”

Congressional approval is 
needed in order to solidify the 
budget cuts, so there is no way 
of confidently predicting whether 
or not the budget plan will be en-
acted. 

Although the cuts to the CPB, 
NEA and NEH seem insignifi-
cant in terms of the budget, the 
social impact of the cuts will far 
exceed the pecuniary effects on 
the nation.

“Moonlight” takes Best Picture in shocking upset

Included in the 19 independent agencies Trump suggested 
eliminating in the budget are National Endowment for the 
Arts, National Endowment for Humanities, Institute of 
Museum and Library Services and Corporation for Public 
Broadcasting. Platforms and museums we know and love 
such as PBS, NPR and the Smithsonian Institute will lose 
their funding if the proposed budget passes. The budgets for 
these agencies total just over $1 billion, while the budget 
for Border Security and the wall alone is $4.4 billion.

“Moonlight” was nominated for 8 Oscars, including Best Director. The film won Best Pic-
ture and Best Adapted Screenplay, and Mahershala Ali (Juan) won Best Supporting Actor.
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“Beauty and the Beast” reaches wide release
By Kristen Bahr ’17 

For many fans of the 1991 ani-
mated classic, “Beauty and the 
Beast,” the new live-action ver-
sion is like a dream come true. 

In this remake of the tale as 
old as time which premiered on 
March 17, “Harry Potter” star 
Emma Watson takes the 
lead playing Belle along-
side “Downton Abbey” 
star Dan Stevens playing 
the Beast. From the begin-
ning of ticket sales, it was 
obvious this film would be 
a hit.

 “It has already become a 
top seller online with more 
advance tickets sold in its 
first three days than any 
other family film, break-
ing the record set last year 
by Pixar’s ‘Finding Dory,’” 
said Fox News Entertain-
ment back in February. 

The live-action remake 
tells the everlasting story 
of the beautiful village 
girl, Belle, who goes to 
the castle of the Beast to 
save her father. The Beast 
and Belle form an unlikely 
love for each other strong 
enough to break the spell return-
ing the Beast to his human self. 
Both Watson and Stevens are ea-
ger to bring this childhood fairy 
tale to life. 

“That story has existed on 
millions of bookshelves and be-
ing part of that bedtime-story 

moment can be really magical,” 
Stevens told USA Today. Watson 
was especially drawn to Belle be-
cause of her unique ability to see 
past the initial appearance of the 
Beast. 

“She is able to see deeper, and 
that’s one of her special powers: 
empathy,” said Watson to Enter-

tainment Weekly. 
However with a movie as high-

ly anticipated as “Beauty and the 
Beast” comes a lot of pressure. 

Watson told Movie Surfers, “It 
feels like a lot of pressure: Don’t 
screw this up. Don’t screw this 
one up! Because I love it so much. 

It means a lot to me.”
 According to USA Today, 

“Watson, a self-proclaimed femi-
nist and UN Women Global Am-
bassador, had her own ideas for 
her role. Emma wanted Belle to 
be an ‘active’ princess, not one 
who would be held up with a re-
strictive corset.” In order to em-

power girls to love their bodies, 
Watson did not wear a corset. 

She also pushed for a change 
to be made to Belle’s character. 
Instead of being the classic dam-
sel in distress that must rely on a 
prince to save the day, “she’ll star 
as a skilled inventor whose inter-

ests include horseback riding,” 
said Allure. 

“She isn’t just the daughter of 
an inventor, as in the 1991 mov-
ie, but an engineer in her own 
right, who designs a washing 
machine that frees the girls from 
their chores,” said Entertainment 
Weekly. 

Director Bill Condon conveyed 
his reasoning behind picking Wat-
son for the role to Entertainment 
Weekly in saying, “From what I’d 
seen of Emma, she seemed to be 
the person, both on screen and 
off, who best reflected the quali-
ties that Belle embodied.” 

Paige O’Hara, the original 
voice behind the beloved Belle, 
also expressed her enthusiasm to 
USA Today about the casting of 
Watson. 

“I think that if I were produc-
ing that movie, Emma Watson 
would’ve been my first choice for 
Belle. I was just really happy they 

went with Emma. She’s got 
the intelligence, she’s got 
the humor. I think she’s go-
ing to be really, really spe-
cial,” said O’Hara. 

While some may cri-
tique the film for trying 
to mess with perfection, 
O’Hara disagrees as she 
sees the film as “passing 
on the torch.”

“Beauty and the Beast” 
did not fail to impress. 
With $170 million made 
nationwide and $350 mil-
lion made worldwide in 
just the first weekend, 
“‘Beauty and the Beast’ 
marks Disney’s best open-
ing for a live action remake 
yet,” according to  the 
BBC.

The BBC also notes 
that this film had the best 
opening ever for a PG-

rated movie and the seventh best 
opening over all. Once again, this 
enchanting love story is capturing 
the hearts of people all over the 
world. 

R-rated superhero movies make waves in Hollywood
By Paige Comtois ’17

“Logan,” Hugh Jackman’s de-
parture from the X-Men movie 
franchise, steered away from the 
typical PG-13 rating of the X-
Men and Wolverine movies and 
was rated R. Despite concerns 
that the movie would not make 
as much because 
of its rating, “Lo-
gan” made over 
$254.6 million at 
the worldwide box 
office in less than a 
week of its release. 

Superhero mov-
ies have been tar-
geted towards 
younger audiences 
for a very long 
time. It was not 
until “Deadpool,” 
a blockbuster suc-
cess in 2015, that 
filmmakers started 
to entertain the idea 
of creating more 
R-rated superhero 
movies. 

“ D e a d p o o l , ” 
known for its ma-
ture humor and brutal violence, 
is the highest grossing R-rated 
movie ever. It was also the most 
successful movie in Fox’s X-Men 
universe. 

Previous films in the X-Men 
Universe have all had a PG-13 
rating. James Mangold, the direc-

tor of “Logan,” was determined 
to make Jackman’s sendoff R-rat-
ed. Because of the huge success 
of “Deadpool,” Fox was willing 
to try another R-rated superhero 
film. 

“One of my main reasons for 
wanting ‘Logan’ rated R wasn’t 
just to be able to deliver for au-

diences the kind of action they’d 
been wanting for a while with Lo-
gan. . . I think it’s also about feel-
ing the weight and the loss that 
the aftermath of violence results 
in,” Mangold told “Heatvision.”

The R-rating proved to be ex-
tremely effective for “Logan.” 

The result was a movie that al-
lowed talented actors Hugh 
Jackman and Patrick Stewart to 
explore their characters more 
deeply than they have in past 
movies. Instead of trying to save 
the world from the newest su-
per villain, “Logan” focuses on 
smaller stakes and emphasizes 

character development and rela-
tionships. 

“Logan” has been received 
very well by critics and viewers. 
Some critics call it the best X-
Men movie yet, and it still holds a 
92% rating on Rotten Tomatoes. 
In a Fandango survey of over 

1,000 “Logan” moviegoers, 71% 
said they wanted to see more R-
rated superhero movies. 

The R-rating allows for more 
violence and mature humor to be 
utilized in the movies. Wolver-
ine, a mutant who has retractable 
bone claws, can cause a lot of de-
struction. “Logan” does not hold 

back in showing the true conse-
quences of getting too close to 
those claws. This can be refresh-
ing for older fans, as Wolverine’s 
skills may appear to be held back 
in the previous PG-13 movies. 

The success of “Deadpool” 
and “Logan” does not mean 

that every superhero movie that 
comes out now should be rated 
R. Instead, the R-rating should be 
utilized to give certain superhero 
movies more freedom to explore 
the darker and more violent side 
of superhero movies where it is 
appropriate. 

One concern that has always 
surrounded R-rated 
movies is the stu-
dio’s concern about 
leaving money on 
the table. This rat-
ing cuts an entire 
demographic from 
seeing the movie. 
The younger audi-
ence, especially 
for superhero mov-
ies, are the ones 
who will buy mov-
ie merchandise, 
which will in turn 
give studios more 
money. “Deadpool” 
and “Logan” have 
proven that this 
concern is not nec-
essary for all super-
hero movies. 

Some of mov-
ies call for a R-rating because of 
their humor, violence, and overall 
plot. The success of “Deadpool” 
and “Logan” has made other stu-
dios consider venturing into the 
R-rating and opened the doors for 
more mature superhero movies in 
the future. 
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Mr. Alfonsi: Local, iconic celebrity
permits first exclusive interview

By Shannon Sabia ‘17

Urban legend holds that the 
word “iconic” was coined when 
Mr. Alfonsi simply walked into a 
room. 

In a rare and exclusive inter-
view with the Campanile, Mr. Al-
fonsi finally conceded to address 
the public concerning the myster-
ies and rumors surrounding his 
personal life and career.

Shuffling into his chemistry 
class, I ask the scientist/fashioni-
sta about who designed his outfit. 
Lady Gaga sports meat suits, Cee 
Lo Green dresses himself as a ro-
bot and Mr. Alfonsi that day was 
wearing Zegna. 

“Instead of Versace or Armani, 
I use the lesser known Ermene-
gildo Zegna.” Iconic.

When he moved from Italy to 
America, Mr. Alfonsi said he had 
no idea that he would become the 
celebrity he is now. 

“Coming from a small, pro-
vincial town nestled between the 
mountains and the sea,” he hum-
bly claims, “at the time, I was just 
trying to survive the mean streets 
of Philadelphia.” 

The mean streets of Philadel-
phia proved to be no match for 
the small-town star when he went 
on to teach chemistry and envi-
ronmental science at Mount Saint 

Joseph Academy.
He has of course rubbed 

shoulders with numerous stars, 
although Mr. Alfonsi dismisses 
the often-told tale that he taught 
his former students, nineties boy 

band sensation, Boyz II Men, how 
to harmonize. Rather, he says he 
played more of a sensei-from-
”The Karate Kid”-role and “tried 
to steer them in the right direction 
to keep them out of trouble.”

 On the rumor that a contemp-
tuous feud has formed between 
him and rapper Jay Z, Mr. Alfon-

si, shakes his head saying, “No, I 
have never met Jay Z. But I did 
use one of his quotes in class that 
I think a couple students misun-
derstood, and they thought I was 
like, disrespecting him. So there-
fore they got on me, but I cleared 
it up.” (Good thing since Jay Z 
once stabbed a guy for yelling at 
him.)

 Although, his feelings are clear 
in regards to Beyonce and Jay 
Z’s relationship, adding, with his 
trademark biting criticism, “Plus, 
I did tell [the students], ‘Hey, he’s 
lucky to have Beyonce.’”

Following in Justin Bieber’s 
footsteps, Mr. Alfonsi has recent-
ly released a public statement re-
fusing to take any further pictures 
with fans. While it makes Bieber 
feel as though he needs to state 
that he is not in a “zoo,” Mr. Al-
fonsi is more concerned with the 
potential of an embarrassing pho-
toshop of him, which often lends 
itself to widely circulated memes. 
“You know . . . Instead of looking 
good, you could be made to look 
like a fool.”

Forever modest, Mr. Alfonsi 
has one tip on dealing with the 
tug-of-war relationship that all 
stars have with fame: “Don’t let it 
get to your head. We’re all mor-
tals.”

By Kristen Bahr ’17

Throughout time, the one ques-
tion on the minds of humans has 
been, “Are we alone?” 

This puzzling question has 
been the inspiration for count-
less movies depicting tiny green 
monsters flying around in UFOs. 
While these are just movies with-
out any factual base, recent dis-
covery of a solar system with 
seven Earth-size 
“exoplanets” orbiting 
around a dwarf star 
is the first step to the 
possibility of finding 
life out in the uni-
verse. 

Thomas Zurbu-
chen, an associate 
administrator of NA-
SA’s science mission 
directorate, stated on 
February 22, 2017, 
during a NASA news 
conference, “Are 
we alone out there? 
We’re making a step 
forward with this — 
a leap forward, in fact — towards 
answering that question.” 

The original discovery of the 
dwarf star was made in May 2016 
through the use of The Transit-
ing Planets and Planetesimals 
Small Telescope giving the new 
star the name, “TRAPPIST-1.” 
After careful observation, it was 
concluded that three planets were 
orbiting this dwarf star. When 
additional telescopes such as 
the Spitzer Space Telescope of 

NASA also began observing the 
new system, an additional four 
planets were discovered. With or-
bits much faster than those of our 
solar system, the new planetary 
system can be described as “more 
like the moons of Jupiter than a 
larger planetary system like our 
solar system,” according to the 
New York Times. 

According to NASA, “Three 
of these planets are firmly lo-

cated in the habitable zone, the 
area around the parent star where 
a rocky planet is most likely to 
have liquid water.” However, all 
seven planets do have a chance 
of having liquid water under the 
right atmospheric conditions. 
“Coincidentally, TRAPPIST-1 
is in the constellation Aquarius 
— the water-bearer,” according 
to the Washington Post. “This 
discovery could be a significant 
piece in the puzzle of finding 

habitable environments, places 
that are conducive to life,” Zurbu-
chen also mentioned. 

Before people start prepar-
ing for the discovery of new life, 
it is important to note that it is 
very hard to tell whether a plan-
et is habitable from such a great 
distance of 40 light years (235 
trillion miles). “We don’t actu-
ally know the parameters that are 
needed for life on another world,” 

said Elisabeth Adams 
from the Planetary 
Science Institute. 

While further an-
swers about these 
exoplanets may seem 
far away, there is no 
denying the magni-
tude of this discovery. 
“The seven wonders 
of TRAPPIST-1 are 
the first Earth-size 
planets that have been 
found orbiting this 
kind of star,” said Mi-
chael Gillon, lead au-
thor of the paper and 
the principal investi-

gator of the TRAPPIST exoplanet 
survey at the University of Liege, 
Belgium. 

Additionally, this discovery 
provides better information on 
where to look and what to look 
for when searching for more pos-
sibly habitable planets. For now, 
researchers all over the world are 
working on learning more about 
the conditions of the planets to 
determine whether they can sus-
tain life. 

By Kristen Bahr ‘17

Researchers in New Zealand 
are working on making a case for 
an eighth continent “Zealandia,” a 
portion of land mostly under wa-
ter that makes up New Zealand, 
New Caledonia and other islands 
in the region. This land was previ-
ously thought to be a collection of 
continental fragments from Aus-
tralia, but in an article published 
in GSA on February 14, 2017, the 
Geological Society of America 
featured the work of New Zea-
land geologists proving that this 
mass of land could actually be a 
separate continent. 

“Zealandia,” the article’s au-
thors write, “was formerly part 
of Gondwana, the supercontinent 
that predates the supercontinent 
Pangea,” according to Washing-
ton’s Top News. 

While this discovery may seem 
like new news to many, research-
ers have been studying this pos-
sibility for over two decades. 

“A team of New Zealand-
based researchers made the dis-
covery, which they described as 
a ‘gradual realization’ based on 
reassessing years of data,” wrote 

USA Today. 
According to the BBC, re-

searchers are evaluating four 
main features of already estab-
lished continents to determine 
whether or not “Zealandia” can 
be called a continent: elevation 
above the surrounding area; dis-
tinctive geology; a well-defined 
area; and a crust thicker than the 
regular ocean floor. However, 
there is no formal body set up to 
evaluate continents meaning that 
it could take time before any con-
clusion is made. Either way, this 
finding still holds great impor-
tance.

“The identification of Zea-
landia as a geological continent...
more correctly represents the ge-
ology of this part of Earth,” wrote 
Nick Mortimer, the main author 
of the article. 

According to Mortimer, quoted 
in the BBC, “‘The scientific value 
of classifying Zealandia as a con-
tinent is much more than just an 
extra name on a list. That a con-
tinent can be so submerged yet 
unfragmented’” makes it useful 
for “exploring the cohesion and 
breakup of continental crust.”

NASA discovers TRAPPIST-1 Ava Self ’17 participates 
in research program

By Kristen Bahr ’17

For ten weeks, senior Ava Self 
participated in the Immersion 
Science Program at Fox Chase 
Cancer Center. The program is 
designed to give students interest-
ed in science and research-related 
fields hands on experience in a 
lab doing independent research. 

“I originally applied for this 
program because I am really in-
terested in pursuing a science 
major. I wanted to have firsthand 
experience in a lab setting before 
I went to college,” said Self. 

Each student in the program 
is randomly assigned a gene 
pathway and multiple over-the-
counter drugs to research. After 
preliminary screenings in the lab 
to see which supplement appears 
to make an impact on the path-
way, students are then directed to 
develop their own hypothesis to 
explore and procedure to follow. 
Self chose to study the effects of 
mullein on cdk4 mutant fruit flies. 

“My original hypothesis was 
that mullein was inducing further 
arrest in the s-phase of the cdk4 
mutant flies, as opposed to the 
wild type flies, where there was 
no effect. However, this hypoth-
esis did not really work out,” said 
Self. 

For Self, this experience was 
indicative of typical lab experi-
ences, where one failed hypoth-
esis leads to the discovery of 
something new. 

“I was staining my cell sam-
ples with BrdU, an agent that is 
designed to tag cells in s-phase. 
But due to timing delays, the 
BrdU was not able to capture the 
cells in s-phase, but rather bound 
to the filaments in the developing 

cells,” said Self. 
In this instance, the BrdU was 

able to stain the UTP in the fila-
ments, which is needed to synthe-
size GTP and CTP in developing 
cells. The cells Self observed 
were undergoing endoreplication, 
meaning they were continuously 
replicating their DNA and needed 
a steady supply of molecules such 
as GTP and CTP to facilitate the 
synthesis of DNA. However, the 
BrdU did not stain any filaments 
in the cdk4 mutant flies, leading 
Self to conclude that the mutation 
in these cells affected their pro-
gression into the cell cycle. 

“Even though I wasn’t particu-
larly studying the mutation itself, 
it was still really interesting to 
see that the mutation was arrest-
ing the cell cycle, which could be 
determined because no filaments 
were making the CTP and GTP 
necessary for DNA replication,” 
said Self. 

At the conclusion of the pro-
gram, all students present their 
research to their peers and scien-
tists at Fox Chase. 

“It was a really daunting expe-
rience to have to present my work 
to everyone, but I know it will 
help me to be more comfortable 
sharing my work in the future,” 
said Self. 

Looking towards the future, 
Self is grateful to have partici-
pated in this program. 

Self said, “This program was a 
really great experience. I learned 
so much and met a lot of inter-
esting, motivated people whom 
I am sure I will see again in the 
research field.”  

Petrus Alfonsi was a Span-
ish physician and astrono-
mer of the 15th century.

Eighth continent?



By Olivia Brogan ‘18

Susan Reed, Editor in Chief 
of Golf for Women writes, “ Golf 
may be one of the best relation-
ship-building tools there is… 
Women need to realize that leav-
ing the desk… and going out to 
play golf with a valuable business 
prospect is a good decision.” 

As more and more women 
move up the corporate ladder, 
they focus on putting in hard 
work at the desk. In addition to 
the clear benefits that their dedi-
cation can provide, women need 
to use golf as leverage to break 
through the glass ceiling of the 
corporate world. The majority 
of men holding executive posi-
tions already use golf as not only 
a leisure activity but also a way 
to connect with clients in a more 
casual, less pressure-filled envi-
ronment. 

Mrs. Suzanne Serianni Mayes, 
Esq.’84, mother of senior Mer-
edith, said that after picking up 
golf she, “had the opportunity 
to meet new people and develop 
relationships in an informal way 
that is unique to golf. A lot of 
business gets done on golf cours-
es, and now I can confidently be a 
part of it.”

Golf not only helps improve 
networking and client bases but  
can also change the way business-
men look at women in their same 
field. Rose Harper-Elder, presi-
dent and CEO of The Grass Ceil-
ing, Inc, said, “Golf provides an 
opportunity for women to prove 
themselves and their abilities to 
their male colleagues,” adding, 
“Women who excel on the green 

do not make themselves vulner-
able to the same career hazards 
and risks they would face going 
head-to-head in the office.” 

By being able to compete with 
men in golf, women are able to 
command the respect of their 
male colleagues and demonstrate 
their work effort because golf is 
not a sport one can learn over-
night. According to Reed “men 
know how hard the game is; if a 
women has the guts and the per-
sistence and the character to play, 

they respect that.” 
To that end golf also provides 

a glimpse into a person’s true 
character based on how he or she 
keeps his or her score and fol-
lows the rules. Although some 
benefits cannot be measured in 
the same way one’s client base 
can be, playing golf provides 
everyone with four hours to talk 
about both work and non-work-
related topics. This is almost two 
more hours than the average busi-
ness meeting or lunch. Most golf 
courses also prohibit the use of 
cellphones which results in four 
hours filled with uninterrupted 
conversations, something very 
uncommon in the world today.

Learning to play golf at a re-
spectable level can take a long 
time and a lot of energy. Many 
businesswomen do not start play-
ing until after they have entered 

the corporate world, and they 
find themselves playing catch 
up while wishing they had only 
started sooner.

Mrs. Mayes said she started 
taking lessons in her late 20s. 
She acknowledged that if she 
had known how valuable golf 
would be in the business world, 
she would have absolutely started 
playing at a younger age.

Dina Daniele, the Vice Presi-
dent of marketing at the Graham 
Company responded to the same 
question, saying, “I don’t know, 
because I had no exposure to 
golf at a younger age, so I am not 
sure whether it is something that 
I would have thought was worth-
while.” She also explained that 
she started playing golf “in [her] 
20s, and using an old set of bor-
rowed clubs.” 

The Executive Women’s Golf 
Association is a non-profit or-
ganization that helps women 
learn how to play and effectively 
use golf as a business tool. The 
EWGA has established over a 
hundred locations around the 
country. In addition to helping 
women already in the corporate 
world, EWGA has also set up a 
program to help introduce female 
college students to the sport. 
Through Grads to Golf, the girls 
involved are able to learn the ba-
sic skills and rules of golf while 
also being introduced to the ideas 
of how to utilize golf in business. 
Some of the schools that have 
set up this programs include the 
University of Tennessee, Furman 
University, Washington Univer-
sity and Wake Forest University.
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By Olivia Brogan ‘18

Looking for an opportunity to 
get involved in golf? Then, look 
no further than Whitemarsh Val-
ley Country Club. 

The Philly Girls Golf program 
that meets at Whitemarsh offers 
girls up to the age of 18 the op-
portunity to get together and 
learn how to play the game. The 
program’s Girls Night Out event 
begins in May and runs through 
August on Monday and Wednes-
day nights. 

Girls are put into teams based 
on age and skill level to play 
three to four holes during which 
they will receive on-course guid-
ance while also learning about 
etiquette and pace of play.  The 
girls spend about 45 minutes 
learning about chipping, putting 
and rules before heading out onto 
the course. On Wednesdays they 
head to GolfZone driving range 
to work on their swings. The pro-
gram also hosts several tourna-
ments over the summer and dur-
ing the weekends in the fall. 

The program, sponsored by 
Women Golfers Give Back, is 

free although participants must 
have their own clubs and wear 
golf attire.

Isabella DiLisio ’15 partici-
pated in the program as a young 
golfer. 

DiLisio told The Campanile, 
“I’m so glad you found Philly 
Girls Golf because they are the 

best organization for getting girls 
involved in golf…. If it were not 
for Cheryl, Jane, Joe, and every-
one else involved with this orga-
nization, I would not be where I 
am today with golf.” 

DiLisio said she is still in touch 
with many of the girls involved in 
the program with her.

“I made so many friends in this 
program whom I…consider some 
of my closest friends.” 

She also praised the coaches 
involved in the program saying, 
“Cheryl and Jane have a special 
passion for growing the game 
of golf for young girls because 
they know how great of a game 
it is and how it can change young 
girls’ lives.”

DiLisio said she tries to visit 
Whitemarsh to help mentor girls 
in the program now. 

“It makes me so happy to see 
all of the girls that still attend the 
meetings because I can see my-
self in them. I remember being 
in their exact position: excited to 
play golf, talk to my friends, and 
eat animal crackers and drink 
juice boxes after we finished 
playing.”

“I could go on and on about 
this incredible program,....It will 
always hold a special place in my 
heart, and I am forever thankful 
for all that the organization and 
the people have done for me.”

Golf provides leverage for 
breaking the glass ceiling

Isabella DiLisio ’15 partici-
pated in Philly Girls Golf.

By Olivia Brogan ‘18

Emily Gimpel ’10 made her 
debut as a professional golfer on 
the Symetra Tour in 2016.

The Symetra Tour, the official 
developmental golf tour of the 
LPGA Tour, is open to profes-
sional women golfers and quali-
fied amateurs. Gimpel recently 
competed in the first tour event of 
2017, the Florida’s Natural Char-
ity Classic, held at the Country 
Club of Winter Haven in Winter 
Haven, Florida from March 10-
12.

“I feel that I played pretty well. 
There were a lot of positives to 
take away from the event. A few 
areas were a little rusty but that’s 
to be expected for the first event 
of the season.  I statistically ana-
lyze each round I play in several 
categories to objectively strat-
egize my future practice. This 
really helps me in terms of time 
management and scheduling my 
practice. I was excited about cer-
tain statistics I’ve been working 
on such as driving, scrambling, 
and bunker play. Tournaments 
are great for showcasing your 
strengths and weaknesses and af-
ter last week I am going to focus 
on my wedge play and par 5 scor-
ing.”

When asked about life on the 
tour, Gimpel said, “You spend a 
lot of time by yourself traveling 
… and so you have to become 
friends with the other players to 
avoid loneliness. I would say the 
hardest thing is traveling on your 
own and trying to manage all of 
the whims of that and your golf 
game.” But she added she enjoys 
“sightseeing at each tournament! 
…Being on the Tour has led me 
to some great sights I would never 
get to see without golf!” 

Gimpel credits her father as 
the biggest influence on her golf 
game. “He introduced me to 
the game when I was a young 
girl, helped coach my teams at 
Whitemarsh CC and the Mount, 
and he has helped me develop my 
skills throughout the years while 
still keeping golf fun, and now he 
occasionally caddies for me on 
Tour!”

Before high school, Gimpel 
participated in the Philly Girls 
Golf organization at Whitemarsh 
Valley Country Club. She cap-
tained Mount’s team as a senior 
where she became an individual 
State Medalist, and helped the 
team win two PIAA State Cham-
pionships.

While in her freshman year at 
William and Mary, Gimpel held 
the all time Freshman low scoring 
average and held 4 other scoring 
records. After transferring to the 
University of Maryland her soph-
omore year, Gimpel was named 
All ACC Conference Scholar-
Athlete three times, was in the 
Top-five all time UMD scoring 
average, and competed on the 
NCAA Regional Championship 

Team in 2012. She captained the 
team in 2013-2014 and achieved 
several top 10 individual wins 
along with four teams wins. 

Gimpel  said, “Playing golf at 
the University of Maryland was 
great preparation for playing pro-
fessionally. I learned great ways 
to practice, to travel for tourna-
ments and to manage my time ef-
fectively.” 

Gimpel also credits her ma-
jor,  Kinesiology, with improving 
her golf game. “My degree has 
helped me create effective train-
ing programs for myself … man-
age my body and optimize my 
nutrition. My golf-specific work-
outs have helped me  improve my 
stamina on the golf course …and 
also helped me feel confident!”  
Gimpel said she spends “hours 
and hours” on the course practic-

ing. “A typical day includes 7-10 
hours of golf practice plus an 
hour workout.” 

Aside from her tournaments 
and practicing, Gimpel said she 
plays “in many outings through-
out the year for friends/ local 
charities,” adding, “I love giving 
back to the sport that has given so 
much to me.” 

Gimpel, along with her family 
and friends, started Junior Golf 
Clubs Cancer in 2004. The char-
ity was created after “ a few fami-
lies close to [Gimpel, her family, 
and some friends] were affected 
by pediatric cancer.” 

Gimpel, along with everyone 
else involved, “wanted to raise 
awareness and funds for pediatric 
cancer research.” To date, Gim-
pel said, “JGCC has raised over 
$200,000 for this, and in addition 
we have donated over 2,500 golf 
clubs to the First Tee.”

Emily Gimpel 
joins pro tour

Whitemarsh hosts Philly Girls Golf

“Golf may be one 
of the best relation-
ship tools there is.”
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Magic falls together in District Final 
By The Campanile 

Mount Basketball’s season 
came to a close on Saturday, 
March 11, when the Magic fell to 
the Archbishop Carroll Lady Pa-
triots with a final score of 50-33.

“It was really tough to come to 
the realization that my basketball 
career at the Mount is over,” said 
senior, co-captain Grace Gel-
one after the game. “It has been 
a great season and I’m so happy 
to have shared with such a great 
group of girls. We worked to 
build a culture of sisterhood this 
year, and I think we’ve succeeded 
in that. I’m excited to see the ju-
niors take on the leadership roles 
next year and to see how they do 
next season.”

At the end of the first half, Car-
rol was shooting 95% from the 
field. “We knew they were good 
shooters and we played great de-
fense, but the game just didn’t end 
in our favor this time,” said se-
nior, co-captain Julie Hoover.

Leading up to the Mount’s 
states game, the Magic suffered a 
heart wrenching 37-28 loss to the 
District 1 number 1 seed, Spring-
field Delaware County in the Dis-
trict Final this past Saturday.

“It was a heartbreaking loss, 
but I was proud of how hard we 
all worked to get to that far,” said 
senior, co-captain Ashley Smith 
after the game. “It was a true ex-
ample of what can happen if you 
set your mind to something and 
work hard at it.”

The Magic had three very close 
games leading up to the District 
Finals. In the first round of dis-
tricts, the Magic faced league op-
ponent, Merion Mercy, and won 
in a nail biting overtime period. 

“It felt great to win that first 
game in overtime,” said Hoover, 

who had 15 points that game, one 
less than high scorer Smith who 
drained three threes to start the 
game and added more through-
out. “A win’s a win, but I know 
we gave our fans a heart attack 
during that game.”

Similarly, the Mount’s second 
round District game where the 
Magic knocked out number two 
seed, West Chester Henderson, 
was another nail biting experi-

ence for the Mount. The Magic 
trailed Henderson by two with 
about twelve seconds left in the 
fourth quarter and Gelone sunk a 
jumper from the top of the key to 
send the game into overtime. 

“When Julie passed me the 
ball, I turned and faced the bas-
ket,” said Gelone post game, “and 
I actually saw Sarah open on the 
block, but I didn’t think I had a 
good angle to make the pass. So 
I decided to take the shot, and 
it went in. I had been warming 
up before the game and couldn’t 
make the shot in warmups, but 
I’m glad to have contributed to 

the win in that way.”
Early in overtime, Gelone 

picked up her fifth and final foul 
and was out for the rest of the four 
minute overtime period, but the 
Magic came into that overtime 
period fighting, wanting to win 
the game that would guarantee 
them a spot in the state tourna-
ment. With an early three from 
Smith, clutch free throws from 
both Hoover and Rothenberg and 

stellar defense from Glowacki 
and Dodaro, the Magic came out 
with the 48-46 win of Henderson 
and had clinched their spot in 
states.

The Magic then traveled out 
to Harriton high school to play 
Bishop Shanahan, the six seed, 
in the District semifinal game. 
The game was fast paced and the 
Magic were ahead 26-14 at the 
end of the first half after going on 
a 14-1 run against Shanahan. 

“Unfortunately, in the begin-
ning of the second half, we strug-
gled to get back into the rhythm 
of the game and that definitely 

cost us a comfortable lead,” said 
Hoover after the game. “All sea-
son, we’ve been saying we want 
to put together a full four quar-
ter game where each quarter is 
played equally as hard and rep-
resented by our defense and ag-
gressiveness on offense, but we 
always have one quarter that 
doesn’t match up with the other 
three; that was the third quarter 
in the Shanahan game.” 

The Magic pulled out the 51-49 
win over Shanahan in another nail 
biter, to advance to the District 1 
Championship at Villanova. High 
scorer Smith had 17 points while 
Hoover added 11, DiGiovanni 
added 9,  5 a piece from Rothen-
berg and Gelone and 2 each from 
Glowacki and Dodaro.

“During the Shanahan game, 
I was definitely very proud of 
how my fellow seniors played 
as a whole,” said Gelone. “Julie 
was composed and distributed 
the ball well, Ashley shot great 
and defended Shanahan’s 6’1 post 
player extremely well, Kieran was 

a beast on the boards with eight 
total rebounds and Sarah played 
some of the best on ball pressure 
defense I’ve seen her play all sea-
son, while being aggressive and 
looking to score on offense. All 
in all, it was great to witness what 
it means to play team basketball 
during that game.”

The Magic advanced to Villa-
nova for the District Champion-
ship for the first time since 2011 
to face Springfield from Delaware 
County. Unfortunately the game 
did not end in the Magic’s favor. 
Coach Perry said, “Their defense 
was very good. It was all about 
high-percentage shots. That was 
the outcome that we wanted. I felt 
like we had the same exact game 
plan, between Springfield and us. 
I wish we could have continued 
with that and stayed composed, 
but they did. It was mainly try-
ing to get those high-percentage 
shots, but we couldn’t get them to 
fall.”

Despite the loss to Carroll 
to end the season, Coach Perry 
wrapped up the season perfectly, 
saying, “Carroll is a very good 
team - disciplined and confident. 
Take away the first quarter of 
that game and we had a competi-
tive and fun game against a top 
ten team in the area. As a coach-
ing staff, we’re very proud of the 
student athletes and the program. 
We saw in practice, games, pre 
and post game huddles and locker 
room chats, the players embraced 
sisterhood and effort, the two 
themes of the season. We’re very 
proud of their support of the larg-
er student body and are excited 
for the program to continue to 
improve with the seniors having 
proved such great role models for 
the underclassmen.”

Spring is in the air, on the field, and the water
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