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Administration explores uniform changes

Mini-THON dances For the Kids

Exceeding its projected goal of $30,000, the Mount raised $32,276.50 for its fourth-annual Mini-THON held January 13. 
Senior Emily Pensabene passes the baton to co-chair, junior Abby Schwenger who looks forward to Mini-THON 2018.

By Nora Kenney ’17

In the 159-year history of the 
Mount, the uniform has changed 
only a handful of times. 

The possibility of 
another change to be 
implemented beginning 
September 2017 is now 
under consideration.

As President S. Kath-
leen Brabson told The 
Campanile, the Mount 
uniform has always 
uniquely represented 
the Mount, and so the 
expectation is it will be 
“something girls will 
genuinely want to wear 
with a level of pride.”  

“That is not always 
being conveyed right 
now,” Sister Kathleen 
added, citing the green 
sweater, which is worn 
in various states of dis-
repair, ranging from 
ripped or patched el-
bows to frayed cuffs. 

“What we want to 
accomplish [with the 
uniform change] is that 
people are comfortable, 
that they feel a level of 
pride and that it holds 
up,” said S. Kathleen.

To this end, the ad-
ministration invited all faculty 
members and a few students to 
form a uniform committee. The 
committee, comprised of ad-
ministrators S. Kathleen, Dr. Ju-

dith Caviston and Mrs. Connie 
D’Angelo; faculty members Ms. 
Gina Beren, Mrs. Kellyann Cilio, 
Mrs. Colleen Phelan and Mrs. 
Patricia Eakins; students, juniors 

Liana Alcaro and Alexa Silves-
tri and sophomore Brianna Ma-
hon; as well as representatives of 
FlynnO’Hara, met to discuss the 
issue. According to S. Kathleen, 

eight to ten students were invited 
by email to attend a meeting re-
garding the current uniform and 
possible changes.

“At the meeting, we were asked 

for our opinions on the name 
tags, sweaters and current uni-
form policy,” Silvestri told The 
Campanile.

Mahon added, “The main issue 

was the holes in the sweaters. As 
I’m sure you know, lots of Mount-
ies have holes in sweaters from 
normal wear and tear.”

On the recommendation of 
FlynnO’Hara, the 
committee is consid-
ering replacing the 
sweater with a navy 
blue quarter-zip 
bearing the “Mount” 
emblem in pink 
thread.

Alcaro, Silvestri 
and Mahon were 
asked to wear the 
quarter-zip for a “tri-
al period” to test the 
product’s durability 
and student reaction.

“I have received 
nothing but positive 
feedback entailing 
how comfortable 
and stylish the quar-
ter-zip looks in com-
parison to the cur-
rent sweater,” Alcaro 
said.

If implemented, 
the quarter-zip will 
replace the sweater 
in September. The 
committee is also 
considering a differ-
ent logo for the se-
niors.

S. Kathleen noted that the 
blazer with the polo or turtleneck 
will still be worn for formal oc-
casions.

Juniors Liana Alcaro and Alexa Silvestri and sophomore Brianna Mahon pilot 
the potential uniform quarter-zip which will the green sweater.
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Faculty and students participate 
in annual March for Life in D.C.

By Callie Shinkle ’17

Four Mount girls, along with 
an estimated 10,000 pro-life sup-
porters, traveled to Washington, 
D.C., on January 28 to participate 
in the 44th March for Life. 

The March for Life is an an-
nual event that protests the histor-
ic 1973 Roe v. Wade decision to 
legalize abortion nationwide and 
commemorates the unborn chil-
dren lost as a result. The March 
takes place in D.C., but thousands 
gather at sister marches in ma-
jor cities throughout the United 
States.

This year’s event was charac-
terized by a notable list of speak-
ers, including Baltimore Ravens 
tight end Benjamin Watson, Car-
dinal Timothy Dolan, presidential 
advisor Kellyanne Conway and 
Vice President Mike Pence.

The address given by Pence 
marked the first time a Vice Pres-
ident has delivered a life address 
at the March for Life since its 

foundation in 1974.  
“. . . Today, three generations 

hence, because of all of you, and 
the many thousands that stand 
with us in marches like this all 
across the nation, life is winning 
again in America,” said Pence.  

The Mount girls who attended 
were accompanied by Ms. Rebec-
ca Gutherman and Mr. Michael 
Gambone. The six of them made 
the trip to D.C. with local parish-
es St. Alphonsus and St. Anthony. 

“This was my first March 
for Life as a parent. A memory 
frequently came to my mind 
throughout the day: my wife and 
I viewing the first sonogram im-
age of our daughter at 11 weeks, a 
small, grainy, flickering heartbeat 
on the screen,” Mr. Gambone 
said. 

He continued, saying, “Going 
on this pilgrimage helps me see 
that a commitment to the digni-
ty of human life begins with the 
womb, with children and moth-
ers, and extends to all stages of 

human life in all circumstances.” 
For Ms. G, the experience pro-

vided a time to reconnect with 
friends and family. She marched 
with her dad and with members 
of her home parish. Having at-
tended the March for Life more 
times than she can remember, 
Ms. G expressed that she was es-
pecially affected this year by the 
sense of unity and peace among 
the marchers.

The March for Life also had a 
profound impact on senior Emily 
Hanycz. 

“Being a Catholic woman in 
the 21st century can be hard be-
cause at times you can feel like 
there aren’t many other young 
people who are fully engaged in 
their faith. Going to the March 
for Life with thousands of other 
young men and women made 
me feel even more proud to be a 
Catholic, and so proud that I was 
able to stand up for those who 
don’t have a voice,” said Hanycz.

On Friday, Feb. 10, the Mount student body showed support for victims of bullying and mental illness by wearing purple on P.S. I Love You Day, which 
takes place on the second Friday of every February. The day was organized by Student Council President Kelly Gross.

Students stand #UnitedinPurple for P.S. I Love You Day

Ms. Rebecca Gutherman, freshman Meghan Scheffey, seniors Emily Hanycz and Megan 
McBride, sophomore Shannon Tobin and Mr. Michael Gambone attend the March for Life.

By Kristen Bahr ’17

Over winter break, three 
classrooms were renovated and 
equipped with new SMART 
Boards. Rooms 108, 122 and 123 
now boast this state of the art 
equipment. 

With more accurate calibra-
tion, the new board is easier to 
use and more time efficient, but 
the new board offers more than 
just better calibration. It has new 
capabilities to help promote inter-
active learning in the classroom. 
Mr. Bender, Ms. Steinmetz and 
Mr. Curry have all commented 
on the whiteboard feature allow-
ing both students and the teacher 
to write on the board. 

“There are also emojis that I 
can put next to sentences and oth-
er student work on the board for a 
fun touch,” Mr. Curry said.

Additionally the board can 
now connect to the Internet on its 
own, without being connected to 
a laptop, enabling the teacher to 
access a browser easily.

Senior AP French student Adri-
anna Mancini expanded on the 
board’s ability to access the Inter-

net, saying, “[Madame] also pulls 
up music videos, video clips or 
pictures to show us visually what 
we are talking about in class.” 
According to Mancini, “The pic-
ture or video actually looks like it 
does on the computer. It portrays 
the picture much more accurately 
and vividly.”

Beyond the classroom, the 
board in Room 122 helps to en-
hance meetings for The Muse, the 
school’s literary magazine.

Senior, Muse co-editor Christi-
na Hermann said, “The quality of 
the board is much better than the 
last one. It writes so smoothly and 
you can erase it without an eraser 
. . . . I got the hang of it right when 
I started.” 

Hermann also commented on 
the board’s not having a projector 
so fitting the image on the screen 
is no longer an issue.  

As for all of the other class-
rooms anxiously awaiting their 
own upgrade, Mr. Kevin Schanely 
said he hopes to be able to bring 
the new SMART Board to more 
classrooms where applicable and 
when funds permit. 

Smart technology lights 
up three classrooms

Madame Deshagette uses her new SMART Board to teach 
students about French culture. 
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ISIS gunman attacks Istanbul nightclub on New Year’s
By Emma Veon ’17

The world looked hopefully to 
a new year free of the hate and 
terror that defined 2016.  Optimis-
tic ambitions were crushed only 
hours into the new year as news 
broke of the nightclub shooting in 
Istanbul, Turkey.

Shortly after clocks struck 
midnight, a lone attacker, identi-
fied as Uzbekistan-native Abdul-
gadir Masharipov, shot and killed 
39 partygoers at Istanbul’s Reina 
nightclub.  Sixty-nine people es-
caped with injuries.

Tourists from Belgium, Can-
ada, France, India, Iraq, Israel, 
Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Russia, 
Saudi Arabia and Tunisia are on 
the list of the deceased.

Israeli Leanne Nasser, 18, 
is presumed to be the young-
est victim.  Alaa Al-Muhandia, 
a Canadian mother of two, had 
been touring Jordan before de-
ciding to celebrate the holiday in 
Istanbul.  From India were mov-
iemaker Abis Rizvi and fashion 
designer Khushi Shah.  Turkish 
natives Hatice Koc, Burak Yildiz 
and Mustafa Sezgin Seymen were 
among those found dead.  The 
victims are mourned by shocked 
friends and families.

Masharipov was detained sev-
eral weeks following the massa-
cre by Turkish authorities.  CBS 
News reports that he was cap-
tured alongside three women in 
a luxury complex in a suspected 
ISIS cell.  His four-year-old son 
was also present and is currently 
under the protection of law en-
forcement.  Several other raids of 
ISIS cells were conducted concur-

rently as police forces searched 
for the shooter.

Masharipov executed the at-
tack in the name of ISIS.  Days 
after the shooting, the terrorist 
group took to Twitter to assume 
responsibility, claiming that 
Turkish military operations in 
Syria merited violence.

The gunman was trained in Af-
ghanistan before entering Turkey 
in January 2016.

The New Year’s Day slaugh-
ter dashed the hopes of Turkish 
citizens looking for 
peace after a year 
of catastrophe.  Is-
tanbul, the country’s 
most populous city, 
had experienced 
devastating losses 
prior to the night-
club shooting.  On 
December 10, two 
explosions killed 
39 and injured 154.  
In mid-July, the 
Turkish military at-
tempted to stage a 
coup.  As soldiers 
took Taksim Square, 
city-dwellers, urged 
by their president, 
flooded the streets to resist the in-
coming forces.  A month earlier, 
on June 28, dozens were killed 
after three suicide bombers deto-
nated in an airport.

Ankara, the capital city of Tur-
key, has also fallen victim to ter-
rorism in 2016.  Most recently, the 
Russian ambassador to Turkey 
was shot at an art gallery open-
ing by an off-duty police officer 
on December 19.  The gunman, 
Mevlut Mert Altintas, opposed 

the relationship between Turkey 
and Russia.  In March, a car ex-
plosion took 30 lives.

Conflict between several Turk-
ish groups has contributed to 
the turbulent atmosphere.  The 
government, wary after the at-
tempted military coup in July, has 
been working to oust political an-
tagonists.  Under Prime Minister 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, national 
security has been increased to 
discourage opposition.  However, 
breaches in security, such as that 

in the Ankara art gallery, persist.
Turkish-native Asli Aydintas-

bas, a writer and fellow at the 
European Council on Foreign 
Relations, remarks on the heavy-
handed actions of the govern-
ment to suppress resistance: “The 
crackdown on domestic dissi-
dents is further destabilizing the 
country, and when it is not desta-
bilizing, it is increasing the dan-
gerous polarization here.”

In the wake of the Reina attack, 

the government could possibly 
enact further restrictive measures 
in the pursuit of the eradication 
of terrorism.  Democratic ideals 
wither under the power of author-
itarian prime minister Erdogan.

The detriment of the rift be-
tween the government and the 
governed is compounded by a 
divide between religious and 
non-religious Turks.  Erdogan, 
an Islamist, has implemented 
programs supporting religious 
education.  He also hopes to re-

strict the sale and 
purchase of alcohol.  
Stricter adherence 
to Islamic law in 
Turkey is seen as a 
possible cause for 
the nightclub attack.

In a tweet, Tur-
key expert Pro-
fessor Howard 
Eissenstat of St. 
Lawrence Univer-
sity expressed the 
belief that connec-
tions can be drawn 
between the attack 
and the country’s 
religious climate.

A decline in tour-
ism will negatively affect the 
economy, claims BBC News.

Outside of Turkey, involve-
ment in the Syrian War continues 
to plague the country.  In Syria, 
rebel forces, backed by the United 
States, Saudi Arabia and Turkey, 
fight against the national govern-
ment, supported by Russia and 
Shia militias.  As Turkey’s role in 
the war increases, problems with 
border control have inadvertently 
benefited Islamic militant groups, 

according to critics of the coun-
try’s intervention.

Aydintasbas said, “Nothing 
that the government is doing is 
helping make Turkey more se-
cure.”

As refugees escape through 
minimally-guarded borders, Tur-
key is forced to bear the financial 
weight of a new, destitute people.  
An easily accessible border also 
allows belligerent groups to move 
into or from Syria, much to the 
dismay of the Turkish people.

Syria and Turkey only recently 
reconciled after a nearly a century 
of war and resentment.  In 2004, 
Syrian president Bashar al-Assad 
became the first person in his po-
sition to enter Turkey since World 
War I.  Friendly interactions were 
interrupted by the Arab Spring, a 
string of uprisings and civil wars 
in Arab nations beginning in De-
cember 2010 with the Tunisian 
Revolution.  After the outbreak 
of the Syrian War in 2011, Erdo-
gan urged al-Assad to relinquish 
power in order to save democracy.  
al-Assad refused, and Erdogan 
pledged support for the Syrian 
rebel forces.  This stance has had 
negative repercussions; militias 
within Turkey have grown.

During peace talks in late 
December, Turkey rescinded de-
mands that al-Assad abdicate his 
position.

The new year has offered no 
respite for Turkey and its strug-
gling neighbors in the Middle 
East.  Unchecked terrorism, au-
thoritarian governance, security 
lapses and economic strain will 
increase in severity until the Syr-
ian War sees an end.

Deadly anti-Muslim mosque shooting devestates Quebec 
By Emma Veon ’17

Islamophobic sentiment in 
Canada’s Quebec City culminat-
ed in the massacre of six Muslims 
on Sunday, January 29.

Alexandre Bissonnette, a stu-
dent of the school of social sci-
ences at Laval University, opened 
fire in the Quebec Islamic Cul-
tural Centre on Sunday evening.  
The shooting injured fifteen, five 
critically.  Mamadou Tanou Bar-
ry, Abdelkrim Hassane, Khaled 
Belkacemi, Aboubaker Thabti, 
Azzeddine Soufiane and Ibrahi-
ma Barry were killed.

Quebec authorities detained 
two individuals immediately fol-
lowing the attack; one has since 
been named a witness and sub-
sequently released.  According 
to CBS, the other detainee was 
armed when found, but promised 
cooperation with the police.  Bis-
sonnette has since been named 
the sole perpetrator.  He faces 
six charges of first degree mur-
der and five charges of attempted 
murder, confirms the Twitter ac-
count of the Quebec Royal Cana-
dian Mounted Police.

The Quebec Islamic Cultural 
Center has been targeted previ-
ously.  In June 2016, a severed 
pig’s head was left in front of the 

mosque, mocking teachings of 
the Quran that regard pigs as un-
clean.  Neatly fastened to the pig’s 
packaged head was a crude note 
reading: “Bonne Appetit.”

“In June, they’d put a pig’s 
head in front of the mosque. But 

we thought: ‘Oh, they’re isolated 
events.’ We didn’t take it seri-
ously. But tonight, those isolated 
events, they take on a different 
scope,” said a member of the 
Quebec City Mosque.

Despite enduring discrimina-

tion and violence at the hands of 
Quebec City Islamophobes, the 
Islamic Cultural Center continues 
to spread messages of hope and 
acceptance.  In response to the 
shooting, the mosque tweeted: 
“The situation is very critical, but 

inshallah, we’re ready to endure 
it.”

Quebec City armed forces have 
responded by heightening po-
lice presence in areas including 
mosques.  The New York Police 
Department also implemented 

strict security in areas surround-
ing mosques.

Both Canadian Prime Minis-
ter Justin Trudeau and Quebec 
Premier Philippe Couillard have 
condemned the heinous incident 
as an act of terrorism.  In online 

posts and public statements, the 
government officials have fer-
vently supported the mosque and 
the Muslim population of Cana-
da.

A statement from Trudeau’s 
website reads: “Muslim-Canadi-

ans are an important part of our 
national fabric, and these sense-
less acts have no place in our 
communities, cities and country.”

Trudeau extends solidarity 
through both word and action; 
the grieving PM attended a vigil 
held on January 30 to honor the 
victims.

Committed to protecting the 
Muslim community, Trudeau of-
fered Canada as a haven for those 
affected by President Donald 
Trump’s executive order restrict-
ing immigration: “To those flee-
ing persecution, terror & war, 
Canadians will welcome you, re-
gardless of your faith.”

Following the terrorist attack, 
Pope Francis offered condolences 
to the residents of Quebec, writ-
ing “The Holy Father firmly con-
demns the violence that engen-
ders such suffering, and begs the 
Lord for the gift of mutual respect 
and peace.”

White House Press Secretary 
Sean Spicer addressed the press 
on the attack, saying, “It’s a ter-
rible reminder of why we must 
remain vigilant and why the 
president is taking steps to be 
pro-active, rather re-active, when 
it comes to our nation’s safety and 
security.” 

 

People of Istanbul mourn after beginning their New 
Year with news of a deadly attack in their home city.

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau delivered a statement after the attack on January 
29, emphasizing that this was, indeed, a terrorist attack on Muslims. 
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Dear Readers,

On September 3, student jour-
nalist Lauren Davis, a writer for 
Penn State’s Daily Collegian, had 
an influx of biting emails in her 
inbox. 

These negative emails were in 
response to a piece she penned 
entitled “Remaining rutted in the 
past does nothing for the future,” 
an editorial that was critical of 
the University’s decision to honor 
past coach Joe Paterno at an up-
coming football game. The piece 
illustrated the differing opinions 
of current students and alumni on 
Paterno’s legacy with the famed 
football program, and censured 
the university for choosing to cel-
ebrate Paterno in light of allega-
tions that he was aware of sexual 
assault by his assistant coach 
Jerry Sandusky. Commenters on 
the piece were quick to denounce 
Davis, with statements including, 
“What a shallow article,” and 
“The level of pure stupidity that 
was packed into just one column 
is quite impressive.” 

While members of the school 
community were quick to ad-
monish the staff for letting such 
a piece gloss the pages of the pa-
per, complainants were ignorant 

of one simple word following 
the headline: opinion. This ar-
ticle was published in the Daily 
Collegian’s commentary section, 
which includes a disclaimer that 
all opinions published are those 
of the writers, with the Editor-in-
Chief maintaining responsibility 
for content. 

For individuals to be effective 
news and media consumers in to-
day’s society, it is important to be 
able to distinguish between two 
very different types of journal-
ism: reporting and commentary. 
Reporters are entrusted with the 
responsibility of reporting strict-
ly the news as it happens, free 
from bias and rife with facts. On 
the contrary, commentators are 
able to express their ideas and 
opinions freely, often facilitating 
an open dialogue for discussion 
and debate. As Caleb Hendrich, 
a commentator for The Rocky 
Mountain Collegian at Colorado 
State University, said, the job of 
an opinion writer is “to provide 
a bit of color to the story, share a 
unique perspective on the story, 
or explain why we think the sto-
ry is a non-issue. We take sides 
because that is what we are sup-
posed to do.” 

Yet, many people struggle to 

accept the right of a commenta-
tor to share his or her views on 
political, social and global issues, 
and writers face unwarranted 
backlash for their work. 

At Virginia Commonwealth 
University, the student newspa-
per The Commonwealth Times 
received harsh criticism for their 
editorial “Reinforcing the prison-
industrial complex is not ‘philan-
thropy.’” The commentary piece 
conveyed a staff member’s opin-
ion that a sorority-sanctioned 
“Jail ‘N Bail” fundraiser, while 
admirable for raising money for 
juvenile diabetes, had an inap-
propriate theme that ignored the 
deplorable conditions faced by 
individuals in prison. Readers of 
the paper called for the editor to 
be removed after she allowed this 
piece to be published. 

These setbacks for com-
mentary writers are not only 
debilitating to the journalistic 
community, but have crippling 
ramifications that affect everyone 
in society. Many seem to forget 
the impact that groundbreaking 
commentary pieces have had on 
society, ignoring the dialogues 
that have been evoked and the 
social change that has been initi-
ated. 

When famed broadcast jour-
nalist Walter Cronkite relayed 
his opinion in his editorials, the 
world listened. The CBS Evening 
News anchor gave his chilling 
overview of the Vietnam War 
in the half-hour segment “Re-
port from Vietnam: Who, What, 
When, Where, Why?” Cronkite 
concluded this report with his 
own editorial account of what 
he saw when reporting from the 
battlefields and what he learned 
from talking to General Creigh-
ton Abrams. He said, “It seems 
now more certain than ever that 
the bloody experience of Viet-
nam is to end in a stalemate.” 

Soon after Cronkite’s editorial, 
support for the Vietnam War be-
gan to waver. As President John-
son said, “When I lost Cronkite, I 
lost middle America.” 

Commentary writers aim to 
provoke, but they do so with in-
tegrity by abiding by the Jour-
nalist’s Code of Ethics. Com-
mentators seek the truth. All of 
their pieces are factual, and any 
opinions expressed are corrobo-
rated by evidence in the form of 
quotes and statistics from repu-
table sources. Opinion writers 
are accountable and transparent. 
They proudly sign their name to 

their own work, and admit to any 
mistakes they made in research. 
Commentators act independent-
ly. The pieces they compose are 
their own opinion, written of 
their own volition and free from 
the influence of outside interests. 

As French journalist Albert 
Camus said, “A free press can be 
good or bad, but, most certainly, 
without freedom a press will nev-
er be anything but bad.” 

Commentary pieces per-
sonify the good that stems from 
the freedom of the press. When 
readers belittle and disrespect the 
work of commentators, they de-
value the beauty of commentary 
and all of the change that writer’s 
opinions have and will continue 
to inspire.

Sincerely,

Obama bids farewell to 8-year tenure in office
By Caitlyn Bell ’17

The youth of America is often 
defined by the White House ad-
ministration under which they 
grow up. We have seen this with 
presidents throughout history 
such as Lyndon B. Johnson, Ron-
ald Reagan and, more recently, 
George W. Bush. 

Coming of age in the past eight 
years, however, has been unlike 
anything before and will likely 
remain unmatched for the fore-
seeable future. The children of 
this generation saw a country lift 
itself from the ashes and rebuild 
to be stronger than ever. 

Throughout President Barack 
Obama’s two terms in office, 
Americans of all ideologies and 
demographics, at some point or 
another, felt the hope for oncom-
ing change that was promised 
to them in the Illinois Senator’s 
2008 campaign -- whether it was 
feeling safe at home again after 
the death of Osama Bin Laden; 
no longer having to avoid getting 
the treatment needed due to lack 
of affordable healthcare; finally 
winning the right to marry a life-
long partner; or being one of the 
11.3 million to be given a job.

The true change and progress 
that has come upon this nation 
in the past several years, when 
thought of in retrospect, is diffi-
cult to grasp. For younger genera-
tions, however, it very well may 
be all they can remember, setting 

their expectations high for any of 
Obama’s followers in office. 

On January 10, President 
Obama gave his farewell address 
in the most unconventional of 
ways: in front of 20,000 people 
in his adopted hometown of Chi-
cago. This alone sets him apart 

from his predecessors, who gave 
short addresses from the White 
House in front of little or no au-
dience.

This openness is a paradigm 
for Obama’s whole presidency. 
He listened to and connected with 
the people. He opened his doors 
to activists from movements such 
as Black Lives Matter. He held 
a festival modeled after South 
by Southwest, which he had at-
tended, on the lawn of the White 
House. Obama addressed this 

openness with the first point of 
his address, which was to thank 
the people of the United States.

“Whether we have seen eye-
to-eye or rarely agreed at all, 
my conversations with you, the 
American people, in living rooms 
and in schools, at farms, on fac-

tory floors, at diners and on dis-
tant military outposts - those con-
versations are what have kept me 
honest, and kept me inspired, and 
kept me going. And every day, I 
have learned from you. You made 
me a better President, and you 
made me a better man.”

After Obama’s first 100 days 
in office, he had a 65% approval 
rating -- the highest since Jimmy 
Carter and the fourth highest in 
history. He stepped into office 
facing the worst economic reces-

sion since the Great Depression. 
Unemployment reached its peak 
after the Great Recession in 2010 
at 9.8%. It is now 4.7%.

Along with the economy, 
Obama has made massive steps 
towards social equality as well. 
Gay marriage was legalized by 

the Supreme Court. ObamaCare 
was passed, giving all Americans 
the natural right to health care. 
Amnesty was granted to the im-
migrants who have found home 
on our soil and committed them-
selves to finding a better life un-
der our democracy.

Perhaps the most meaningful 
aspect of Obama’s presidency, 
however, is its effect on gen-
erations to come. To see a black 
man take the Oval Office sent a 
clear message to all marginalized 

Americans: anything is possible.
While black Americans, immi-

grants, women, LGBTQ+ com-
munity members and any other 
marginalized group will have to 
work harder to achieve the same 
goals as a white man, it is pos-
sible. Seeing Barack Obama take 
office was the closest our democ-
racy has come to granting total 
freedom to all citizens.

In the years to come, we as 
Americans can look back on 
Obama’s presidency and be re-
minded of his words on the 50th 
anniversary of Selma: “America is 
not the project of any one person. 
Because the single-most power-
ful word in our democracy is the 
word ‘We.’ ‘We The People.’ ‘We 
Shall Overcome.’ ‘Yes We Can.’ 
That word is owned by no one. It 
belongs to everyone. Oh, what a 
glorious task we are given, to con-
tinually try to improve this great 
nation of ours.”

His message here, and that of 
his farewell address, is that, while 
disagreement is fundamental to 
progress, collaboration is of equal 
importance. Despite the fact that 
injustices remain that force some 
Americans to work harder than 
others to achieve the same goals, 
we are still obligated to use our 
voices so that equality can be 
reached and we can form a more 
perfect democracy. 

A letter from the Editors
On the purpose of commentary



commentary
f e b r u a r y  2 0 1 7  t h e  c a m pa n i l e  Pa g e  5

Trump gives DAPL green light
By Caitlyn Bell ’17

According to the United Na-
tions, 783 million people in the 
world do not have access to clean 
water. In America, clean water is 
considered a right; however, on 
a global scale, it is a privilege, 
something that should not be tak-
en for granted. 

What could justify taking clean 
water away from Americans, 
especially indigenous 
peoples, for the benefit 
of the oil industry? 

On January 24, 2017, 
Donald Trump issued 
an executive order giv-
ing the pipeline the 
go-ahead, along with 
the Keystone Pipeline 
which was rejected by 
President Obama in 
late 2015, thus compro-
mising clean water for 
communities across the 
country.

The Dakota Access 
Pipeline was given the green light 
over a year ago in January 2016. 
It is intended to be built as close 
as 500 feet to the Standing Rock 
Sioux Tribe reservation in North 
Dakota, going directly under their 
water source. Likely leaks of the 
pipeline would poison their water 
and ultimately force the tribe off 
the little land they have left, since 
everything else has been taken 
from them, particularly a disput-
ed territory promised to them in 
an 1851 treaty that was later sto-

len back.
The pipeline was originally in-

tended to go through Bismarck, 
North Dakota, a predominately 
white town, but this alternative 
route was rejected due to its prox-
imity to the town’s water source. 
The new route was designed to go 
through the Standing Rock water 
supply, a clear statement that the 
white lives in Bismarck are more 
important than those of the indig-

enous peoples.
“We are not opposed to en-

ergy independence. We are op-
posed to reckless and politically 
motivated development projects, 
like DAPL, that ignore our treaty 
rights and risk our water. Creat-
ing a second Flint does not make 
America great again,” said David 
Archambault II, chairman of the 
Standing Rock Sioux Tribe.

The pipeline met a great deal 
of protest over the course of 
twelve months, until December 

2016 when the protesters finally 
met victory. The success of these 
protests gave hope to many after 
a heartbreaking election. This tri-
umph was due to the resilience of 
the indigenous peoples at Stand-
ing Rock and the solidarity of 
groups such as Black Lives Mat-
ter.

While the construction of the 
pipeline will be met with even 
more fierce protest, it is likely 

that Trump will not em-
pathize with the people 
of Standing Rock and 
will continue with the 
pipeline. 

Nevertheless, resis-
tance will be of the ut-
most importance. After 
upwards of 3 million 
people around the world 
gathered at Women’s 
Marches on January 21, 
it is expected that these 
people will also stand in 
solidarity with the peo-
ple of Standing Rock. 

Issues of race and class cannot 
be separated from the women’s 
issues that white women often 
choose to fight for, such as repro-
ductive rights and equal pay.

To take action and show your 
support for the people at Standing 
Rock, please go to www.stand-
withstandingrock.net to donate or 
send a letter to the Army Corps 
expressing your concerns about 
the Dakota Access Pipeline.

By Caitlyn Bell ’17

On January 17, just three days 
before the end of his presidency, 
Barack Obama responded to the 
demands of the people by com-
muting the sentence of Chelsea 
Manning, the army whistle-
blower known for contributing 
the first major leak to the famed 
WikiLeaks in 2010.

Manning will now be free 
come May 17 of this year rather 
than 2045, which would have 
been the end of her original 35-
year sentence.

Manning is currently impris-
oned at the men’s military prison 
Fort Leavenworth in Kansas. She 
was charged under the Espionage 
Act for a leak that revealed Amer-
ican military and diplomatic ac-
tivity across the world, particu-
larly drone footage. None of the 
information that Manning leaked 
was classified above “Secret,” yet 
she was given the longest sen-
tence for a leak of government 
information in history.

In response to a question con-
veying concerns about other 
whistleblowers taking this as a 
message that it is okay to leak 
sensitive government information 
for the benefit of the people, Pres-
ident Obama explained his ratio-
nale in commuting Manning’s 
sentence: “It has been my view 
that given she went to trial; that 

due process was carried out; that 
she took responsibility for her 
crime... and that she had served a 
significant amount of time, that it 
made sense to commute and not 
pardon her sentence.”

Manning had written to Presi-

dent Obama on November 10, 
2016, just two days after the elec-
tion of Donald Trump, pleading 
with him to commute her sen-
tence before leaving office. 

“I am not asking for a pardon 
of my conviction. I understand 
that the various collateral conse-

quences of the court-martial con-
viction will stay on my record for-
ever. I am merely asking for a first 
chance to live my life outside the 
[United States Disciplinary Bar-
racks] as the person I was born to 
be,” she wrote in her application 

for commutation.
After three years in prison, 

Manning gave a statement com-
ing out as a transgender woman 
after questions of her gender iden-
tity were brought up in trial sev-
eral times. Manning summarized 
her struggle with gender identity 

in her application for commuta-
tion, saying that she has known 
she is a woman since childhood.

As a transgender woman, Man-
ning has been repeatedly denied 
proper medical treatment accord-
ing to her columns published 

in The Guardian. Manning was 
undergoing limited hormone re-
placement therapy in prison, but 
was denied gender transition sur-
gery until she engaged in a hunger 
strike in September 2016 and was 
finally granted her right to proper 
medical care. However, she is still 

stuck in a men’s prison until May 
and has not seen a surgeon. 

Manning suffers a great deal 
of abuse from guards and fellow 
prisoners alike. She has spent a 
great deal of time in solitary con-
finement and attempted suicide 
twice within the last year, making 
Manning’s early release a matter 
of life or death.

“The Army kept me in solitary 
confinement for nearly a year be-
fore formal charges were brought 
against me,” wrote Manning in 
her application for commutation. 
“It was a humiliating and degrad-
ing experience -- one that altered 
my mind, body and spirit. I have 
since been placed in solitary con-
finement as a disciplinary mea-
sure for an attempted suicide. . . 
. These experiences have broken 
me and made me feel less human. 
I have been fighting for years to 
be treated respectfully and with 
dignity; a battle I fear is lost.”

Manning’s wishes were heard. 
President Obama spoke in his fi-
nal press conference addressing 
his decision. 

President Obama’s last major 
executive order is a testament to 
his belief in civil liberties and 
justice, and a beacon of hope for 
Americans in the social justice 
community as they look towards 
darker days ahead.

Obama commutes Chelsea Manning’s sentence

Chelsea Manning is at Fort Leavenworth, a medium-security men’s military prison in Kan-
sas. She is set to be released on May 17 of this year after serving 7 years in prison.
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Donald Trump sworn in as 45th President of the U.S.
By Paige Comtois ’17

On January 20, Donald J. 
Trump was inaugurated as the 
45th President of the United 
States. Following a controversial 
and an unprecedented election, 
Americans and people around 
the world tuned in to witness this 
historic event. President Trump is 
not only the oldest and wealthiest 
person ever to assume office; he 
is also the first President without 
prior military or governmental 
experience.

As protesters filled the streets 
only a few miles away, President 
Trump’s inaugural address em-
phasized the main points of his 
campaign.

Over the last two years, Trump 
has been adamant in his position 
to transform government by be-
ing an outsider and businessman. 
In his address, Trump said, “The 
establishment protected itself, but 
not the citizens of its country.”

Trump also stressed his goal 
of giving the power back to the 
American people. “Today’s cer-
emony, however, has a very spe-
cial meaning. Because today we 
are not merely transferring power 
from one administration to anoth-
er, or from one party to another 
– but we are transferring power 
from Washington, D.C. and giv-
ing it back to you, the American 

people.” 
However, many found his mes-

sage contradictory because, since 
the election, thousands of protests 
have been held across the coun-
try demonstrating anti-Trump 
beliefs.

The inaugural address also 
emphasized bringing America’s 
focus back to America, particu-
larly in terms of jobs and keep-
ing companies in the U.S. Trump 
expressed his hope to establish 

a more nationalistic view dur-
ing his presidency, when he said, 
“We’ve made countries rich while 
the wealth, strength, and confi-
dence of our country has disap-
peared over the horizon. . . . From 
this moment on, it’s going to be 

America first.”
Trade is just one of the ways 

that Trump wants to put America 
first. In 2015, the United States 
imported $230 billion more in 
goods than the $2.76 trillion it 

exported. Trump believes that the 
country will struggle to remain a 
world superpower if this deficit 
continues to grow.

Trump asserted that, during 
his presidency, “a new national 
pride will stir our souls, lift our 

sights and heal our division,” yet, 
while he spoke, a different na-
tional pride stirred in the streets. 
Before, during and after Trump’s 
inauguration, protests erupted 
throughout Washington, D.C. 

According to CNN, a few of the 
originally peaceful protesters un-
fortunately turned to violence as 
the day carried on.

Interim Chief of D.C. Police 
Peter Newsham said, “We have 
been pointing out all along that 
this is a very isolated incident, 
and by and large, everything is 
going peacefully and a lot of folks 
have come to the city to enjoy this 
historic day, not only the Capitol 
but walking all around the city.”

Ultimately, Trump closed his 
speech by reiterating his prom-
ises to Americans made during 
the campaign.

“We will make America strong 
again. We will make America 
wealthy again. We will make 
America proud again. We will 
make America safe again. And 
yes, together we will make Amer-
ica great again.”

While some people continued 
protesting into the night, others 
were awaiting Trump’s parade. 
President Trump and First Lady 
Melania greeted the crowd but re-
turned to their armored limo once 
they reached the Trump Interna-
tional Hotel, where protesters had 
gathered across the street. 

With a 40% approval rating, 
Trump enters office as the most 
unpopular president in at least 
four decades, an indication of the 
stark divide  present in America.

Trump names Neil Gorsuch as Supreme Court nominee
By Callie Shinkle ’17

On February 1, Neil Gorsuch 
was nominated by President Don-
ald Trump to fill the late Antonin 
Scalia’s Supreme Court seat, after 
a one-year vacancy.

Despite being the youngest 
nominee since Clarence Thomas, 
Gorsuch has a long history with 
public service in America. His 
mother, Anne Gorsuch Buford, 
was the first woman ever to head 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency, but resigned after being 
cited for contempt of Congress. 

Gorsuch began his own career 
at Harvard Law in the same class 
as Barack Obama, graduating 
in 1991. Gorsuch also holds de-
grees from Columbia and Oxford. 
He has clerked for two Supreme 
Court justices, including current 
swing vote Justice Anthony Ken-
nedy, with whom Gorsuch has 
kept in close contact.

Many hope that this connec-
tion will build a bridge between 
the Court’s justices on either side. 
Jeffrey Rosen of the National 
Constitution Center told Politico, 
“The real appeal of [the] Gorsuch 
nomination is he’s likely to be the 
most effective conservative nomi-
nee in terms of winning over An-
thony Kennedy and forging con-
servative decisions on the court.”

Gorsuch served as a high rank-
ing official for George W. Bush’s 
Department of Justice. From 
2005 to 2006, Gorsuch worked as 
Principal Deputy to the Associate 
Attorney General. Prior to hold-
ing this position, Gorsuch was a 

partner at a prestigious Washing-
ton law firm. 

Gorsuch currently serves on 
the 10th Circuit Court of Appeals. 
He is known for making decisions 
on 1st Amendment Cases, includ-
ing siding with the owners of 
Hobby Lobby. 

In the 2013 case “Hobby Lobby 

Stores, Inc. v. Sebelius” he joined 
the 10th Appeals Court’s decision 
that forbade the Department of 
Health and Human Services from 
requiring for-profit corporations 
to provide contraceptive cover-
age  for employees as part of their 
health insurance plans. 

 He wrote, “The law … doesn’t 
just apply to protect popular reli-

gious beliefs: it does perhaps its 
most important work in protect-
ing unpopular religious beliefs, 
vindicating this nation’s long-held 
aspiration to serve as a refuge of 
religious tolerance.” 

In addition, Gorsuch has chal-
lenged the idea that judges should 
defer to the opinions of federal 

agencies regarding interpretation 
of the law. 

He also has strong opinions 
regarding interstate commerce. 
Gorsuch is an avid opponent of 
the Dormant Commerce Clause, 
which allows state laws to be de-
clared unconstitutional if they are 
seen to burden interstate com-
merce. 

Considered an originalist and 
a textualist, Gorsuch believes that 
the Constitution should be inter-
preted as intended at the time 
of enactment and that statutes 
should be interpreted literally and 
without consideration for legisla-
tive history or each judge’s own 
personal beliefs. He described 

this belief by quoting Justice Sca-
lia.

“If you’re going to be a good 
and faithful judge, you have to 
resign yourself to the fact that 
you’re not always going to like the 
conclusions you reach.”

A proponent for voters and 
their representatives to change 
the country instead of judges and 

courts, Gorsuch wrote, “Ameri-
can liberals have become ad-
dicted to the courtroom, relying 
on judges and lawyers rather than 
elected leaders and the ballot box, 
as the primary means of effecting 
their social agenda on everything 
from gay marriage to assisted 
suicide to the use of vouchers for 
private-school education.”

Gorsuch is also an avid writer 
and has authored “The Future of 
Assisted Suicide and Euthanasia” 
as well as contributing to “The 
Law of Judicial Precedent.”

In addition to these accom-
plishments, Gorsuch has won the 
Edward J. Randolf Award “for 
outstanding service to the Jus-
tice Department” and the Harry 
S. Truman Foundation’s Stevens 
Award “for outstanding public 
service in the field of law.”

Response to Gorsuch’s nomi-
nation has been mixed. Many are 
thrilled at the highly-qualified 
nominee, and relieved that Trump 
fulfilled his campaign pledge to 
nominate someone “in the mold” 
of Scalia. Many Democrats, how-
ever, worry about the jurist’s con-
servative tendencies and remain 
bitter about the Republicans’ re-
fusal to give Obama’s nomination 
Merrick Garland a hearing.

With Democrats threatening to 
filibuster and Republicans call-
ing for the use of the nuclear op-
tion, Neil Gorsuch looks to have a 
contentious road to the Supreme 
Court.

On January 20, 2017, Donald J. Trump was sworn in as the 45th President of the United 
States. In his address, he promised to put America first and bring jobs back to the U.S.

Trump chose Neil Gorsuch as his nominee to fill the vacancy left behind by Justice Anto-
nin Scalia. If confirmed, Gorsuch will swing the majority back towards the right.
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By Nina Chae-Gordon ’18

“Welcome to your first day; we 
will not go away.” Talk about a 
warm welcome. On January 21, 
President Trump’s first full day 
in office, over two million people 
gathered worldwide to march for 
a common purpose: to promote 
gender equality and to defend 
other marginalized groups. The 
Women’s March on Washington, 
supported by over six hundred 
sister marches across the globe, 
was an event that will go down in 
history. 

Beginning with a rally at 3rd 
Street and Independence Avenue, 
the marchers gathered in D.C. to 
hear from speakers such as activ-
ist Gloria Steinem, actresses Ash-
ley Judd and America Ferrera, 
President of Planned Parenthood 
Cecile Richards, female politi-
cians and other supporters. 

In her speech, Gloria Steinem 
reiterated the importance and ef-
fectiveness of the men, women 
and children gathering in the 
country’s Capital for a common 
cause, saying, “Thank you for 
understanding that sometimes 
we have to put our bodies where 
our beliefs are. Sometimes press-
ing send is not enough.” By be-
ing present and defending human 
rights, Americans made their first 
steps towards unifying communi-
ties, grounding new relationships 
and evoking change.

The number of attendees ex-
ceeded expectations in marches 
across the country. In Chicago, 
organizers canceled the march 
portion of the event for safety 

reasons, worrying that the streets 
could not accommodate the 
250,000 people who showed up. 
Instead, a stationary rally was ar-
ranged to compensate for the can-
celed march. In Los Angeles, al-
most one million people gathered 
to march, outnumbering the flag-
ship march in Washington, D.C. 
This march attracted floods of 
celebrities who carried with them 
much attention from the media. 

In the Capital, crowds were so 
dense that the designated march 
route along the National Mall 
was nearly impassable. The flag-
ship march gathered a crowd that 
nearly tripled the number of indi-
viduals who attended President 
Trump’s Inauguration the previ-
ous day. Considering the mass of 
people in attendance, it was dif-
ficult for the marchers to follow 
the route designated prior to the 
event, but most marchers eventu-

ally ended up at the White House. 
As the Women’s March on 

Washington wound down, wom-
en were seen hanging their hand-
made protest signs on a fence in 
front of the White House, com-
pletely obscuring it in some ar-
eas. One sign read, “Here’s a wall 
for you,” clearly mocking the 
newly elected President. 

Linda Sarsour, Tamika Mallo-
ry, Carmen Perez and Bob Bland, 

the organizers of the Women’s 
March on Washington, sought to 
promote the “radical notion” that 
women’s rights are human rights. 
The marchers vowed to remain 
peaceful but relentless until there 
is justice for all. Needless to say, 
they succeeded in gaining the at-
tention of the new government, 
as they essentially took over 
Washington, D.C. on January 21.  
The protest was truly peaceful, 
and not one arrest related to the 

marches was made.
Although the purpose of the 

marches was to promote gender 
equality, like most things these 
days, the attention was brought 
back to Donald Trump. Most at-
tendees treated the march as an 
anti-Trump demonstration, say-
ing that there was a direct rela-
tionship between the President 
and the continuing struggle for 
gender equality. President of the 

National Organization for Wom-
en, Terry O’Neil, argues, “It’s 
not about Trump the man, it’s a 
march about women’s rights that 
are very much imperiled by the 
policies President Trump appears 
headed for.”

Opposers to the march ques-
tioned what rights women don’t 
have in America. Others ques-
tioned the purpose of the march.

Although President Trump’s 
campaign manager, Kellyanne 

Conway, “didn’t see the point” 
of the marches, millions of other 
people did: It made the fight for 
gender equality stronger than 
ever before. 

People, however, were not 
marching on the sole issue of 
gender equality. They were also 
marching for civil rights, mem-
bers of the LBGTQ+ community, 
refugees, undocumented immi-
grants and the disabled. 

Disagreeing with the fact that 
all of these groups should be 
treated equally defies the true 
meaning of democracy to its core, 
and thus shatters the foundation 
on which America is built. 

If you were unable to attend the 
March on Washington or any of 
its sister marches, you still have 
the opportunity to contribute to 
the fight for equity. The same 
organization that arranged the 
marches is launching a new cam-
paign: 10 Actions for the first 100 
Days. 

Within this campaign, there 
are ten actions, the first being to 
write a postcard to your Senators 
about what matters most to you 
and how you’re going to continue 
to fight for it in the days ahead. 
Every ten days, a new action will 
be posted on the website.

As the younger generation of 
America, it is our responsibility to 
take charge of our future, whether 
it is by particpating in marches, or 
just writing to a senator. 

Daughter of famed activist 
Muhammad Ali Maryum Ali 
says, “Don’t get frustrated, get 
involved. Don’t complain, orga-
nize.”

By Caitlyn Bell ’17

Standing under a tent on Inde-
pendence Avenue in Washington 
D.C. on January 21, I made eye 
contact with a young girl, around 
5 or 6. She was sitting on the 
concrete playing with her broth-
er and sister, while her mother 
stood watching the speakers. Her 
brother was eagerly flipping a wa-
ter bottle. She and her sister were 
wearing pink hats with cat ears 
and buttons with the words “rac-
ism,” “xenophobia,” “misogyny,” 
“homophobia,” “Islamophobia” 
and “bigotry,” all of which were 
crossed out.

Children like her are what 
filled my heart with hope at the 
Women’s March on Washington. 
I stood with two of my closest 
friends, both of whose rights as 
LGBTQ+ community members 
will be threatened by a President 
whose VP supports conversion 
therapy, and felt this overwhelm-
ing hope for the first time since 
before November 8. Just hours 
earlier, my sister Maddy had 
marched for the same cause on 
another continent in Rome.

The generation to come, our 
generation, is the one that will 
change the world. 15-year-old 
activist and star of “Girl Meets 
World” Rowan Blanchard spoke 
at the Los Angeles Sister March, 
praising this remarkable Ameri-

can youth movement.
“The idea of fighting any fight 

alone is one that terrifies me, and 
I am lucky to fall back on a gener-
ation that believes the same mor-
als I do. My generation, whom I 
am so honored to stand represent-
ing right now, knows exactly what 
is going on, despite what many 

adults tell us. We know what is 
happening, because it’s happen-
ing to us, too,” said Blanchard.

Seeing every age group and 
cultural background represented 
at the Women’s March helped me 
realize that, despite how it often 
feels, I am anything but alone in 
this fight. And neither are you. 

The Women’s March fulfilled 

its purpose by allowing me and 
millions of others to channel 
all of our anger into something 
positive -- to work for the greater 
good. Leaving the March, I knew 
what I had to do.

While many are understand-
ably crippled by fear and sadness 
after this election, it is more nec-

essary than ever to rise from the 
ashes and act. 

There are so many ways to 
take action. Here are just a few: 
Become a member of the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union. Vol-
unteer at Planned Parenthood. 
Tutor at the Boys and Girls Club 
of America. Attend a Showing 
Up for Racial Justice or a Black 

Lives Matter meeting. Call or 
write to your senators, who, if 
you live in Pennsylvania, are Pat 
Toomey and Bob Casey, and tell 
them your feelings about certain 
Congressional measures, such as 
the repeal of the Affordable Care 
Act.

One thing I would like to add, 

however, that I believe many fail 
to mention, is the importance of 
reading. Read commentary from 
both sides. Read books by your 
favorite politicians or activists 
(or your least favorite politicians 
or activists, but take them out 
from the library). Since the elec-
tion, reading the works of Noam 
Chomsky, Angela Davis, Roxane 

Gay and Howard Zinn has been 
crucial to my growth and under-
standing.

While I am happy to have been 
a part of history at the Women’s 
March and to have paid witness 
to a gathering of people who will 
very soon change the world as I 
know it, my sense of urgency to 
act feels higher than ever. 

Poet and feminist Audre Lorde 
wrote, “I am not free while any 
woman is unfree, even when her 
shackles are very different from 
my own.”

Even if it feels that Donald 
Trump’s first actions as Presi-
dent do not directly affect us, it is 
crucial that we continue to resist. 
We must work towards achieving 
total intersectionality -- a move-
ment that acknowledges that is-
sues of race and class are indeed 
women’s issues. 

I leave you with this: Accep-
tance, by nature, excludes those 
who hold their own unjust preju-
dices. One who is accepting of all 
needs not to be accepting towards 
those filled with hatred, rooted 
in malice rather than misunder-
standing or ignorance. 

As Angela Davis famously 
said, “I am no longer accepting 
the things I cannot change. I am 
changing the things I cannot ac-
cept.”

Women across the world unite and march
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Academy releases 89th annual Best Picture Nominees
By Caitlyn Bell ’17

“Moonlight”
Written and directed by Barry 

Jenkins, “Moonlight” follows a 
young black boy, Chiron (Alex 
Hibbert / Ashton Sanders / Trev-
ante Rhodes), coming of age in 
a rough Miami neighborhood. 
Symphonic and truthful in its na-
ture, the film addresses issues of 
sexuality, race, gender and con-
formity in a setting so unfamiliar 
to a great deal of its privileged 
audience. Among many other 
things, “Moonlight” is a story 
of survival, sending a clear mes-
sage that many kids do not have a 
choice in whether or not to harden 
themselves in this world.

“La La Land”
Director of “Whiplash” (2014) 

Damien Chazelle outdoes his 
audience’s expectations with this 
fantastic, bittersweet musical. 
“La La Land,” stripped of its ref-
erences to Old Hollywood, magi-
cal realism and elaborate musical 
numbers, is a story of boy-meets-
girl. Aspiring actress Mia (Emma 
Stone) and jazz pianist Sebastian 
(Ryan Gosling) fall in love in Los 
Angeles, a city ridden with ambi-
tion that is perfectly portrayed in 
this memorable film.

“Arrival”
Amy Adams gives a surreal 

performance in the most unique 
and beautifully constructed sci-
ence fiction movie of the past sev-
eral years. Adams plays linguist 
Louise Banks, who is given the 
seemingly impossible task of de-
ciphering the language of extra-
terrestrials in one of their twelve 
spacecrafts that land on Earth. A 
story of time, connection, com-

munication and world unity, “Ar-
rival” is unlike other sci-fi mov-
ies in the sense that it both grabs 
one’s emotions and challenges 
one’s ideas of reality. 

“Hell or High Water”
In this caper film set to the 

backdrop of rural Texas, two 
brothers set out on a bank-rob-

bing scheme to save their family’s 
ranch. Tanner (Ben Foster) and 
Toby Howard (Chris Pine) travel 
through West Texas while being 
trailed by Texas Rangers Marcus 
(Jeff Bridges) and Alberto (Gil 
Birmingham). The film paints a 
sympathetic picture of both the 
criminals and the law enforce-
ment, a compromise rarely found 
in any form of narrative fiction.

“Fences”
Set in 1950s Pittsburgh, “Fenc-

es” is based on August Wilson’s 
1983 play that follows father and 

husband Troy Maxson (Denzel 
Washington) in his attempt at 
raising his family while trying to 
deal with his own personal fail-
ures. Bitter about his failure to 
become a major league baseball 
player due to his race, he attempts 
to prevent his son (Jovan Adepo) 
from earning a college football 
scholarship. All the while, Troy is 

being unfaithful to his wife (Vio-
la Davis). Issues of race, gender 
and family are all addressed in 
this tense drama, brought to the 
screen by Denzel Washington.

“Lion”
Dev Patel delivers a beauti-

ful performance in “Lion,” the 
tale of five-year-old boy Saroo, 
who becomes separated from his 
older brother by getting trapped 
on a decommissioned train on 
the sprawling rails of India, finds 
himself in Calcutta and is left 
alone to live on the streets. Adopt-

ed by an Australian couple, Saroo 
must still deal with his terrible 
trauma, which he does by forget-
ting his roots.  Twenty-five years 
later, Saroo (Dev Patel) sets out 
to find his birth family with little 
memory of his past life. Based on 
the popular novel “A Long Way 
Home,” “Lion” is a true story ad-
dressing the too often overlooked 

problem of Indian street children. 
According to an insert at the end 
of the film, 80,000 children go 
missing in India every year.

“Manchester By The Sea”
Director and playwright 

Kenneth Lonergan directs this 
small-town New England trag-
edy starring Casey Affleck and 
Lucas Hedges. Affleck gives a 
heartbreaking performance that 
earned him a nomination for Best 
Actor as Lee, an emotionally 
muted Boston handyman. After 
the death of his brother, Lee is left 

with the responsibility of looking 
after his teenaged nephew Patrick 
(Lucas Hedges). “Manchester By 
The Sea” is the most honest por-
trayal of human grieving of the 
decade and a poetic tale of human 
relationships.

“Hidden Figures”
Based on a true story, “Hid-

den Figures” follows three black 
women in the early 1960s over-
coming racism and sexism in 
their careers at NASA. During 
the heated Space Race against the 
Soviet Union, the environment 
at NASA was tense. Three black 
women working in the “Colored 
Computers” department in es-
sentially a run-down basement 
break barriers and are able to help 
launch NASA into its glory with 
the successful orbit of Friend-
ship 7. Katherine Johnson (Taraji 
Henson), Dorothy Vaughan (Oc-
tavia Spencer) and Mary Jackson 
(Janelle Monàe) all fight their 
own battles together, making 
their way up to leading positions 
and shattering expectations.

“Hacksaw Ridge”
Mel Gibson makes his directo-

rial return after a 10-year drought 
with this pacifist WWII drama. 
The film shares the true story of 
Desmond Doss (Andrew Gar-
field), the first man to receive the 
Medal of Honor without firing a 
gun. A Seventh Day Adventist, 
Doss is a conscientious objector 
and therefore refrains from en-
gaging in the gruesome violence 
taking place on the battlefield. 
This, however, does not stop Mel 
Gibson, known for his directorial 
extravagance, from providing as 
much on-screen violence as pos-
sible.

The 89th Academy Awards will be held on Sunday, February 26 at 4PM EST at the Dolby 
Theatre in Hollywood and broadcast live on ABC, with Jimmy Kimmel hosting.

Academy responds to mass #OscarsSoWhite criticism
By Caitlyn Bell ’17

In response to mass criticism 
over the past two years’ nomi-
nations, the Academy has taken 
great steps to diversify Oscar 
nominations in all on-
screen categories.

After the #OscarsSoW-
hite catastrophe of 2016, 
the Academy President 
Cheryl Boone Isaacs swore 
to take steps towards re-
working the structure of 
the Academy to allow for 
progress and diversity. 

These efforts were clear-
ly effective in diversifying 
future nominations due 
to the immense progress 
visible through this years’ 
nominations. 

“Hollywood is a self-
evidently liberal place; in 
response to last year’s apt 
protests, the Academy did 
the appropriate thing and 
brought in a new batch of mem-
bers. The results, so far, are ap-
parent and good,” wrote Richard 
Brody of The New Yorker.

Out of 20 nominations in the 
acting categories, 7 of them are 

people of color. The notable films 
starring black actors from 2016 
include “Fences,” “Hidden Fig-
ures,” “Moonlight” and “Lov-
ing.”

Among the actors of color 

nominated are Denzel Washing-
ton for “Fences,” Ruth Negga 
for “Loving” and Dev Patel for 
“Lion.”

Viola Davis broke the record 
for black female actor with the 

most nominations after receiving 
her third nod for her performance 
in “Fences.”

This progress, coming at a time 
when marginalized communities 
are being bombarded with regres-

sion under a new White House 
administration, feels like a breath 
of fresh air. 

The Hollywood industry is no-
torious for its lack of diversity. 

While many think that the 

Oscars are an unimportant and 
superficial measure of cinematic 
worth, it is crucial to note that 
many major production com-
panies use the Academy Award 
nominees and winners to judge 

which of their films will be more 
successful. Also, more people go 
see films after they are nominat-
ed for an Oscar. When films with 
diverse casts are nominated, the 
numbers will go up and produc-

tion companies will begin to cast 
more actors of color. 

The problem is not that there 
is not enough diverse talent in the 
industry; it is that major produc-
tion companies do not produce 

films with leading roles for 
people of color, leading to 
the lack of recognition that 
these actors get.

The same applies to 
women in positions behind 
the camera, such as direc-
tor, screenwriter and cin-
ematographer. Women have 
been historically left out of 
the production side of Hol-
lywood. Ask someone on 
the street, and I am willing 
to bet that they will not be 
able to name five female di-
rectors. 

It is my hope that Acade-
my President Cheryl Boone 
Isaacs has created perma-
nent change and that there is 
only more progress to come. 

As a woman who hopes to work 
in the film industry, I am hopeful 
that women behind the camera 
will follow on this path towards 
equal representation in Holly-
wood.

“Moonlight,” “Hidden Figures” and “Fences” each have all black actors in leading roles. Of the three, 
“Hidden Figures” grossed the highest in its opening weekend in the box office.
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L.A. musical “La La Land” steals the show
By Caitlyn Bell ’17

In the year 2017, musicals are 
still a crucial element of pop 
culture. A generation raised on 
“High School Musical,” “Glee” 
and, last but not least, “Hamilton” 
serves as living proof that musi-
cals still serve the same purpose 
as they did in 1939, when “The 
Wizard of Oz” was released: to 
cheer people up.

In perhaps the most antici-
pated film of the year, Damien 
Chazelle’s “La La Land” does ex-
actly this. Set to the neon-colored 
dreamland of Los Angeles, “La 
La Land” is a story of boy-meets-
girl.

With Ryan Gosling as Sebas-
tian, a struggling jazz pianist with 
the hopes of opening up his own 
club, and Emma Stone as Mia, an 
aspiring actress facing constant 
rejection in the ever-competitive 
Hollywood industry, “La La 
Land” is drenched with magi-
cal realism while still address-
ing the very real issue of choos-
ing between love or chasing your 
dreams.

The film begins with a beau-
tiful number, “Another Day of 
Sun,” performed on a Los An-
geles highway, upon which traf-
fic is at a standstill -- something 

very typical to life in LA. After 
this elasborate performance, the 
audience sees the first encounter 
between Mia and Sebastian. Mia 
is in her car practicing lines for 
an audition she has later that day, 
and Sebastian is in the car behind 

her. Sebastian exhibits stereotypi-
cal Los Angeles road rage when 
he viciously honks at Mia and 
changes lanes to speed past her.

This perfectly shot first scene 
gives exposition to the con-
trast that the audience will see 
throughout the entire film: a stark 
juxtaposition between Old Hol-
lywood and modern Los Ange-
les. References to Old Hollywood 

pervade the film, from a first date 
at the Griffiths Observatory from 
“Rebel Without A Cause” to tap 
dance numbers reminiscent of 
Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers.

However nostalgic the film 
may be, its inherent modernity 

refuses to be ignored. The core 
problem that Mia and Sebas-
tian face in their relationship is 
one many face today: balancing 
young love with the ruthless pur-
suit of a dream. During the Old 
Hollywood era, this problem was 
not as prominent; most women 
were expected to stay at home 
while their husbands worked long 
hours to achieve their goals.

    In addition to this wonder-
fully composed juxtaposition is 
the cinematography, pushing the 
film towards the brink of perfec-
tion. Shot on film by Director of 
Photography Linus Sandgren, the 
camerawork is something that, no 

matter the depth of the audience’s 
knowledge of cinema, cannot be 
overlooked.

    The vast majority of the mu-
sical numbers are tracking shots, 
meaning that the camera moves 
with the characters and there is 
no cut in the middle of the scene 
to another camera position. The 
success of these shots is a testa-
ment to the true talent of both the 

crew and the actors.
    The final sequence of the film, 

a final demonstration of the film’s 
cinematic flawlessness, is by far 
the most beautiful and emotion-
ally touching segment of the film. 
As A.O. Scott of The New York 
Times notes, “Chazelle outdoes 
himself in the last 20 minutes of 
‘La La Land,’ and outdoes just 
about every other director of his 
generation, wrapping intense and 
delicate emotions in sheer, intoxi-
cating cinematic bliss.”

    The third element of this film 
that should be touched on is the 
unadulterated chemistry between 
the two main characters. The au-
dience is emotionally with both 
of them from their first onscreen 
appearances to their last shared 
glance. Their relationship, so un-
realistic on the surface but so au-
thentic in its nature, is something 
that is rarely seen on screen.

    With its joyous beginning 
and bittersweet ending, “La La 
Land” is a story of serendipity. It 
is a meaningful evaluation of life 
in Los Angeles. It is a tense com-
petition between love and aspira-
tion. More than anything, how-
ever, it is a modern musical like 
nothing before, one that offers 
modern conflict while still paying 
homage where it is due.

By Jacey Abdalla ’17

Famed mother and daughter 
pair and notable actresses Car-
rie Fisher and Debbie Reynolds 
died only a day apart, Fisher on 
December 27 and Reynolds on 
December 28. The accomplished 
duo is recognized for their skill-
ful performances and social ac-
tivism and will truly be missed by 
the Hollywood community. 

Carrie Fisher, most known for 
her role as Princess Leia in the 
“Star Wars” fran-
chise, suffered from 
a major heart attack 
while on a transat-
lantic flight and died 
four days later in a 
Los Angeles hospi-
tal at age 60. 

In addition to her 
iconic “Star Wars” 
role, Fisher played 
Marie in “When 
Harry Met Sally” 
and Carol in “The 
’Burbs.” Outside of 
her acting career, 
Fisher is known for 
being a mental health advocate 
after being diagnosed with alco-
holism, drug addiction, depres-
sion and bipolar disorder. 

Mark Hamill, Luke Skywalker 
in the “Star Wars” franchise, re-
flected on his friendship with 
Fisher in Entertainment Weekly. 
“[Carrie was] hilarious, and dark, 
and sardonic. You got a kind of 
contact high with her. She was 
like a latter-day Auntie Mame 
or Dorothy Parker, and so witty 
that you really had to be on your 

game. It was an accomplishment 
to be able to make her laugh . . . 
. She was something else. I met 
only one Carrie Fisher. I don’t 
expect to meet another,” said 
Hamill.

Before the world had time to 
process and mourn her death 
properly, Fisher’s beloved mother 
and fellow Hollywood star, Deb-
bie Reynolds, passed away as 
well. Reynolds was most famous 
for her roles as Kathy Selden in 
“Singin’ in the Rain” and as Ag-

gie Cromwell in the “Halloween-
town” franchise. 

It was no secret that Fisher and 
Reynolds were best friends; the 
pair lived next to each other and 
supported each other throughout 
the last years of their lives. 

Debbie Reynolds, at 84, was 
in perfect health before Fisher’s 
passing. Todd Fisher, Reynold’s 
son, told E! News, “She held it 
together beautifully, obviously, 
for the last couple of days but 
she was under a lot of emotional 

stress from the loss and it’s pretty 
much what triggered this.” He 
noted later in the same interview 
that Reynold’s dying wish was to 
be with Fisher once again.

The world continues to mourn 
the loss of two true Hollywood 
stars. Debbie Reynolds and Car-
rie Fisher are two of the most 
beloved actresses of the past cen-
tury, and their presence on and 
off screen has influenced lives 
around the world. The talented 
duo were truly a mother-daughter 
act for the ages.

By Claudia Langella ’18

Comedian, actress and activist 
Mary Tyler Moore passed away 
at the age of 80 on January 25, 
2017. In 1961, Moore became a 
household name after her success 
on “The Dick Van Dyke Show,” 
playing Laura Petrie. Her co-star 
and close friend Dick Van Dyke 
remembers the show as the “best 
five years of [his life]” because of 
the joy his late costar brought to 
her job.  

“She had us all laughing af-
ter a couple of episodes. She just 
grabbed onto the character and 
literally turned us into an improv 
group, it was so well-oiled,” the 
actor told The Hollywood Re-
porter. 

After “The Dick Van Dyke 
Show,” Moore starred in her 
own sitcom, “The Mary Tyler 
Moore Show.” The show follows 
Moore’s character, Mary Rich-
ards, who moves to Minneapolis 
to become an associate producer 

of a news channel. Mary Richards 
was a career woman and single 
mother, unlike previous mothers 
from 20th century sitcoms, such 
as June Cleaver from the iconic 
1950s show “Leave It to Beaver.” 

“The Mary Tyler Moore Show” 
ran for seven years and received 
an astounding 29 Emmy Awards. 
Moore also starred opposite Julie 
Andrews in the 1967 film “Thor-
oughly Modern Millie.” 

“She was a joy to work with; 
her talent was monumental,” said 

Andrews, remembering her close 
friend of many years.

In addition to her career in 
show business, Moore was an 
activist for childhood diabetes. 
Having lived with Type 1 Diabe-
tes herself, she served as Interna-
tional Chairman of the Juvenile 
Diabetes Research Foundation. 
The foundation started the “For-
ever Moore” research program in 
her honor to further advance dia-
betes research and spread aware-
ness for the cause. 

Moore was also an animal 
rights activist and vegetarian for 
most of her life. She supported 
the ASPCA and fought for safe 
treatment of farm animals. She 
and her close friend, Broadway 
icon Bernadette Peters, co-found-
ed Broadway Barks, an animal 
adopt-a-thon held each year in 
New York City.

Mary Tyler Moore died in 
Greenwich, Connecticut, from 
heart complications caused by 
pneumonia. Three years prior 

to her death, close 
family members and 
friends reported that 
Moore had been di-
agnosed with heart 
and kidney problems 
and was also begin-
ning to go blind. 
She is remembered 
by many people in 
show business, who 
credit Moore with 
changing the way 
women were por-
trayed on television. 
“The Tonight Show” 
host, Jimmy Fallon, 

remembers watching “The Mary 
Tyler Moore Show” with his fam-
ily as a child. 

“I almost feel like she was a 
part of my family,” Fallon told his 
audience. “Her character was re-
ally the first single working wom-
an on TV.”

“La La Land” is nominated for 14 Oscars, including Best Picture and Best Director.

Beloved Hollywood actresses leave legacy



By Callie Shinkle ’17

The Nobel Prize is one of 
the most prestigious and distin-
guished awards in existence. The 
list of winners consists of notable 
scientists, doctors, writers and 
activists who made 
remarkable progress 
in their field of work. 
Women Nobel Prize 
winners, however, 
are severely under-
represented. 

Since the creation 
of the award in 1901, 
825 prizes have been  
awarded to men and 
only 49 to women. 
Less than half of 
those prizes won by 
women were given 
for categories in sci-
entific fields, despite 
the fact that 2/3 of 
the categories deal 
with science, rein-
forcing the cultural 
misconception that 
women are less ca-
pable in the STEM 
fields. 

In history, only 
four Nobel Prizes in 
chemistry have ever 
been given to a woman and only 
two in physics. In fact, a female 
physicist has not won a Nobel 
Prize since 1963.

It is not as if women haven’t 

been making remarkable strides 
in physics for 53 years. Vera 
Rubin discovered dark mat-
ter in the 1970’s. Her findings 
opened up a new field of astron-
omy that is still being explored 
today, but she was snubbed by 

the Nobel Prize Committee. 
Some argue that she did not get 
recognized because her discovery 
is technically theoretical and can-
not be proven. However, a group 

of males who discovered dark 
energy, also a theoretical finding, 
received the award in 2011, dis-
proving this argument.

Rubin died on Christmas Day, 
2016, and since the Nobel Prize 
can only be awarded to living 

recipients, she will 
never receive proper 
recognition for her 
immense contribu-
tions.

The lack of recog-
nition of women is 
not decreasing either. 
A woman has not 
won a Nobel Prize 
in science since 2009 
and no women won 
a Nobel Prize in any 
category this year.

Women in sci-
ence are not ask-
ing to be rewarded 
simply for being a 
female in their field, 
but they are asking 
to be recognized for 
their achievements at 
an equal rate as their 
male peers.

Rubin once said, 
“Science progresses 
best when observa-
tions force us to alter 

our preconceptions.”
The Nobel Prize Committee 

would do well to heed her words 
so as to alter their preconceptions 
of worthy candidates.

By Ava Self ’17

With the recent release of the 
film “Hidden Figures,” the un-
told story of Katherine Johnson, 
an African American woman 
who worked for NASA during 
the height of the space race, has 
finally come to light. 

Johnson worked as a 
“computer” for NASA, 
computing the com-
plicated equations re-
quired for space flight. 
Her work included cal-
culating the trajectories 
for Alan Shepard’s first 
space flight and John 
Glenn’s historic flight 
around the Earth. John-
son double-checked and 
reverse engineered the 
trajectory calculations, 
and Glenn trusted her 
work more than any so-
lution ever produced by 
an actual computer. 

This film is the first 
time Johnson and her 
fellow “west comput-
ers” have gotten the 
recognition they right-
fully deserve. By highlighting the 
importance of the contributions 
of women in STEM fields, “Hid-
den Figures” has opened up a dia-
logue for women in science, many 
of whom still face the same chal-
lenges as Johnson and her peers 
in the 1960s.  

In a study of women earning 
a STEM degree, almost half said 
they had considered switching out 
of their major. One in five of the 
women said they were doubtful 
that they would continue on their 
chosen career path, and 48% said 
being a woman in STEM made 
their experiences more challeng-

ing. Two-thirds of the women said 
they struggled with confidence in 
their work. 

Additionally, women working 
as faculty members in STEM de-
partments at the collegiate level 
are more likely to suffer from a 
burnout than their male counter-

parts. 
Daphne Pedersen, a professor 

of sociology at the University of 
North Dakota, said, “Women in 
STEM face other pressures in-
cluding isolation, tokenism and 
lack of support -- some key pre-
dictors of burnout. They are more 
likely to describe their work en-

vironment as ‘competitive’ and 
‘chilly.’” 

For many women in STEM 
fields, the reality of a “competi-
tive” and “chilly” environment is 
all too relatable. 

At Johns Hopkins University, 
a screening of “Hidden Figures” 

was followed by a panel discus-
sion on women in science. After 
viewing the scene in which the 
entrance of Katherine Johnson 
silences a boardroom meeting, 
mathematician and underseas 
warfare analyst Camille Daniel 
recalled a similar situation hap-
pening in her own career. 

Daniel said, “I experience 
that all the time,” noting that the 
noise of her heels approaching is 
enough to silence the room. 

Another panelist, Kenneth 
Sembach, director of the Space 
Telescope Science Institute at 
Hopkins, noted the adversity he 

observes women facing in his 
own workplace. 

“[In meetings] a woman will 
contribute a great idea, and it’s 
ignored,” said Sembach. The only 
way the idea will be acknowl-
edged, he added, is when a man 
makes the same suggestion. 

 The lack of respect shown to 
many women in STEM 
is upsetting and un-
founded, seeing as many 
of the greatest scientific 
contributions have come 
from women. Marie Cu-
rie’s work with radioac-
tivity allowed for the dis-
covery of radium and its 
many properties. Rosa-
lind Franklin had a hand 
in the work that would 
shape the general under-
standing of the molecu-
lar structures of DNA 
and RNA. Jane Good-
all’s forty-five years of 
devoted work with chim-
panzees has altered the 
understanding of animal 
behavior. 

With the release of 
“Hidden Figures,” the 

accomplishments, past and fu-
ture, of women in STEM fields 
will hopefully soon begin to be 
recognized. 
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“Hidden Figures” recognizes black women in STEM

Swedish Royal Academy fails 
to honor women in science By Alex Seidel ’17

After 80 years, a team has fi-
nally produced a substance that 
is “the holy grail of high pres-
sure physics,” according to an 
article in Inverse Science. Two 
Harvard scientists have created 
metallic hydrogen: a material has 
the potential to revolutionize ev-
erything from space travel to the 
energy grid. 

Since 1982, Isaac Silvera, 
Professor of Natural Sciences 
at Harvard University, has been 
working on developing the sub-
stance, along with postdoctoral 
fellow, Ranga Dias. They created 
the metallic hydrogen by pressur-
izing a hydrogen sample to more 
pounds per square inch than ex-
ists at the center of the earth. Es-
sentially, they squeezed hydrogen 
gas so intensely that it turned into 
a metal, creating an new material 
that might be used for rocket fuel 
and as an electricity conductor at 
room temperature. 

Hydrogen is normally a gas 
and prior to this development the 
best rocket fuel produced was liq-
uid hydrogen,. 

Silvera said, “People at NASA 
or the Air Force have told me that 
if they could get an increase from 
450 seconds [of specific impulse] 
to 500 seconds, that would have 
a huge impact on rocketry. If you 
can trigger metallic hydrogen to 
recover to the molecular phase, 
[the energy release] calculated for 
that is 1700 seconds.” 

This development means that 

metallic hydrogen could poten-
tially enable rockets to get into 
space in a single stage which 
could allow exploration of the 
outer planets like Jupiter, Saturn, 
Uranus and Neptune, and possi-
bly the much talked about coloni-
zation of Mars.

Although the potential for this 
new power source is immense, 
the actual use of metallic hydro-
gen appears to be well in the fu-
ture. Scientists were only able to 
create a small amount of the sub-
stance and need to determine if it 
is metastable. A metastable sub-
stance is theoretically unstable 
but so long-lived as to be stable 
for practical purposes at room 
temperature. If metallic hydrogen 
is metastable, scientists may be 
able to make it just like synthetic 
diamonds are made today. 

Mount chemistry teacher Mr. 
Peter Alfonsi said, “Obviously, 
everybody is hoping it is stable at 
room temperature so we can ex-
plore application. It’s like a super-
conductor! No resistance.”

The team of researchers is 
also testing whether metallic 
hydrogen is capable of being a 
superconductor at normal tem-
peratures. This ability would al-
low the use of metallic hydrogen 
to enhance the electric grids that 
supply power from producers to 
consumers, propel high speed 
trains and transform electric cars 
and energy production.

Revolutionary discovery 

Philadelphia astronomer Vera Rubin died in 2016 
and is remembered for her work in modern physics.
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By Alexa Silvestri ’18

 This year, the theme of the 
Mount basketball team is sister-
hood.  Among this team of sisters 
is a little brother, who some may 
see running around the gym dur-
ing games and practices.  That 
little brother is Leo Perry, son of 
new head coach Claire Perry ’03.  

“Leo is always full of energy 
and loves to warm-up and play 
with the team,” said junior for-
ward Megan Dodaro. 

Sophomore Maggie Zipfel add-
ed, “Everyone loves him because 
obviously he is adorable.  He 
is really sassy and funny.  He 
brightens everyone’s day when he 
comes in for practice.”

Leo goes to every Mount bas-
ketball game.  At the games, you 
may hear a little voice yell “box 
out” after every foul shot.  When 
asked why he yells “box out,” Leo 

said, “Because...you need to box 
out because it is the right thing.”  

When he is older, Leo wants to 
play basketball.  He also hopes to 
start karate and roller skating.

Although his top favorite col-
ors are red and blue, Leo is still 
the biggest fan of the purple and 
gold, especially the JV basketball 
team, who he said is his favor-
ite part of Mount basketball.  He 
even named some of his favorite 
players.  

However, the players are not 
the only ones the four-year-old 
admires in the program.  When 
asked whom he looks up to, Leo 
pointed and said, “Columbro.” 
(Mount’s athletic director, Mrs. 
Janet Columbro.) 

When asked his opinion of the 
season, Leo said, “Good, [espe-
cially if the team can] win a lot 
and box out.”

Mount’s little Magic

UConn women break basketball record
By Ava Self ’17

On January 14, the University 
of Connecticut’s women’s basket-
ball team proved once again why 
their program is among basket-
ball’s elite. 

The team defeated South-
ern Methodist University 88-48 
to record their 91st consecutive 
win, beating their own previous 
NCAA record of 90 straight vic-
tories set between 2008-2010. 

The last recorded loss for the 
Huskies was an overtime defeat 
at the hands of then 6th ranked 
Stanford on November 17, 2014. 
Since that day, UConn has been 
continually challenged by a rig-
orous schedule, including games 
against 8 ranked opponents so far 
this season, and has always pre-
vailed by an average margin of 
victory of 38.4 points. 

“Some things you just can’t re-
ally explain; you just have to en-
joy it. We don’t set out to do these 
kinds of things. We don’t set out 
to set records, break records or 
keep track of records. We set out 
to play as hard as we can,” said 
head Coach Geno Auriemma. 

For the talented Huskie team, 
the most remarkable aspect of 
this new streak is that the end 
is no where in sight. UConn has 
since won 9 more games, includ-
ing an historic 66-55 defeat of 6th 
ranked South Carolina to record 
the team’s 100th consecutive vic-

tory. 
Auriemma said, “They carried 

the torch aross the finish line to 
100. If it’s a relay, they took the 
last baton to 100. If we win a na-
tional championship it’s all theirs. 
I want to focus on trying to do 
that instead of worrying about the 

other stuff.” 
If the Huskies do reach the 

NCAA title game this year, they 
could potentially enter the tour-
nament as the number 1 seed on a 
107 game winning streak. 

The winning tradition estab-
lished at UConn is impressive, 
but many have been critical of 
the team, writing the streak off as 
bad for women’s basketball. 

Last year, after UConn de-
feated Mississipi State in the 
NCAA tournament, Boston 
Globe columnist Dan Shaugh-
nessy tweeted, “Hate to punish 
them for being great, but they are 
killing women’s game. Watch? 
No thanks.” 

This mentality has been car-
ried into this season, as many 
basketball fans claim that UCo-
nn’s ability to recruit the best 
players and develop their talent 
even more has created a signifi-
cant disparity between the Num-
ber 1 team and everyone else. 
After UConn beat their own wins 
record, critics felt that the lack of 
competition and talent from other 

teams made the accomplishment 
not as worthy of praise. 

But was John Wooden’s UCLA 
dynasty ever labeled as bad for 
basketball? UConn’s head coach 
Auriemma brought this point up 
in 2010 when critics first started 
plaguing his team, and it has been 

reevaluated ever since. 
Auriemma’s Huskies have won 

11 national championships, com-
pared to the 10 won by Wooden’s 
Bruins. UConn has compiled 6 
undefeated seasons, UCLA had 4. 
The Huskies have earned 4 con-
secutive national titles; Wooden’s 
UCLA team won 7. The numbers 
of both teams are similar, speak-
ing to the dominance of both 

teams on the court. Yet, while 
one argues that UConn’s margin 
of victory against other teams is 
too high, they neglect to look at 
the 30 tournament wins complied 
by UCLA, 24 of which included 
double-digit wins. One can argue 
that UConn’s average victories in 
national championship games by 
16.8 points is too large, but don’t 
forget that UCLA won its cham-
pionship matchups by 13.3 points. 

While no one compares the 
two teams in terms of dominance 
over the game, critics have no 
trouble voicing their indignation 
whenever the women’s team en-
croaches on Wooden’s 88-game 
win streak. 

After UConn matched their 
own record of 90 consectutive 
wins on January 10, Coach Au-
riemma said of the response to 
his team’s victory, “It’s male and 
female. It was all the people com-
ing out of the woodwork to com-
plain we’re not UCLA and you’re 
not John Wooden. We don’t have 
any UCLA stuff up here and I 
don’t have anything in common 
with coach Wooden. I never said 
that I did. It became, ‘How dare 
you compare those two.’ Every-
one jumped on this bandwagon.”

Now, as the team continues on 
its path to a 12th national cham-
pionship, they are ready to ignore 
the critics and just play. 

 

Rosie Murphy ’17 hits the ice

JV coach, Ryann Gallagher ’08, asst. coach Marie Levins 
and junior Alexa Silvestri get advice from Leo Perry.

By Alexa Silvestri ’18

Ice hockey is characterized by 
fast-paced play and impressive 
skating ability. 

For senior Rosie 
Murphy, playing 
this male-dominated 
sport is second na-
ture.

At the age of five, 
Murphy started tak-
ing skating lessons 
with her then 14-
year old sister.  

“All I remember 
from those skating 
lessons is that I fell 
down A LOT but ap-
parently I came off 
the ice (after spend-
ing most of my time 
falling on it) and 
said ‘That was fun! 
Let's do it again!’” 
said Murphy.

Murphy took les-
sons until she was 
six years old and 
then began playing 
ice hockey for an in-
house league at Hat-
field Ice.  

At that time, she 
played with mostly 
boys with only one 
or two other girls on the team. 

“At that level, there’s not much 
of a difference. We were all a 
bunch of skating munchkins. The 

last boy’s team I was on was the 
LC [Lansdale Catholic] Middle 
School level team in 5th and 6th 
grade. That was when I started 

to see more of a difference in the 
level of play,” said Murphy. 

Since 5th grade, Murphy has 
played with the Lansdale Catho-

lic program.  In 7th grade, she 
began playing on the girl’s var-
sity team.  As the Mount does not 
have an ice hockey team, league 

rules permit Mur-
phy to play for an-
other high school.  
Murphy typically 
plays center forward 
for her team, which 
competes in the IC-
SHL against other 
girl’s varsity pro-
grams in the area.

“My favorite part 
about playing hock-
ey was playing on 
the same team as my 
cousin for six years. 
I think it's so cool to 
be able to share your 
successes/failures 
with a family mem-
ber in a sport,” said 
Murphy.

Although she is 
not an avid profes-
sional hockey fan, 
Murphy hopes to 
become a Flyers 
supporter sometime 
in the near future. 

Murphy said, 
“I think I've been 
to one game since 
I started playing, 

which is sad, but I've always 
wanted to be an avid fan. Maybe 
I'll take it up as a hobby in col-
lege.”

Senior Rosie Murphy plays center forward for Lans-
dale Catholic’s girls’ varsity ice hockey team.
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Basketball falls in AACA Semifinal  

Swimming takes second at AACA 
League Championship Meet  

MIT builds endurance 
for spring season  

By Lizzie Friel ’18

Looking to start strong in the 
spring, Mount Indoor Track has 
been working hard this winter 
season. 

“Our overall team goal for this 
season is to push ourselves to do 
the best that we can at every meet. 
The indoor season is a great time 
to improve our flexibility, speed 
and endurance before we begin 
our outdoor season in March,” 
said senior co-captain Nora Ken-
ney. 

At the Friday night meets at 
Lehigh University, the team has 
been turning in strong perfor-
mances. The 4x800 relay team, 
consisting of sophomores Me-
gan Ciasullo and Ryan Good and 
freshmen Lauren Ehnow and Ky-
lie McGovern, has been running 
well with a time of 11:20. Sopho-
more pole vaulter Bridget Joyce 
has added to the depth of the 
team in the field events, and she 
qualified for the Meet of Champs 
on February 17. 

“Every week, times are im-
proving and everyone is working 
hard to keep our momentum go-
ing throughout the season,” said 
senior co-captain Khalita Jar-
mon. 

As many teams from across the 
state participate in indoor meets, 
Mount’s team has been focusing 
mainly on competing with its 
AACA rivals in order to be ready 
to face them in the spring. 

“We look at Gwynedd Mercy, 
St. Basil, Nazareth and Villa Jo-
seph Marie as our main competi-
tors in the winter. With no team 
scoring at these meets, we are 
looking to turn in better times 
than the teams in our league,” 
said Coach Kitty McClernand.  

While practices and condition-
ing have been intense, the team’s 
positive attitude and sense of 
community have made the season 
enjoyable. 

“My favorite part about this 
season has been meeting and 
working with everyone on the 
team. Everyone has a genuine 
enthusiasm for our sport and our 
meets, even though it can be hard 
and tiring at times. This season 
has been really fun, and I am 
excited to see where it takes us,” 
said Jarmon. 

Coach McClernand said, “The 
girls really buy into our belief 
that if you train hard and believe 
in yourself and your teammates 
then good things will happen.” 

by Jean Reilly ’18

The Magic fell to Villa Maria 
in the Catholic Academy League 
semi-finals in an overtime con-
test on Saturday, Feb. 11, with a 
final score of 64-63. Senior Julie 
Hoover was the leading scorer 
with 22 points with junior Grace 
DiGiovanni not far behind with 
20 points. 

The Magic headed into Satur-
day’s game with an 8-5 league re-
cord, including two losses a piece 
to Villa Maria and Saint Basil, 
the second and first place seeds in 
the AACA playoffs, and one loss 
to Merion Mercy. 

“I’m proud of the effort we 
put up tonight. It was a real sis-
terhood of effort,” said first-year 
head coach Claire Perry ’03. “We 
let Villa get too many offensive 
boards, and for the future, we 
learned a lot tonight about stay-
ing composed and are looking 
forward to Districts.”

Hoover scored the first points 
of the game for the Magic in the 
first quarter on a hard drive to the 
left, but picked up two fouls early 
on in the first and came out for the 
end of the quarter.

DiGiovanni came into the 
game toward the end of the first 
quarter and became a spark for 
the Magic both offensively and 
defensively. Spectator and senior 
Nora Kenney said, “I think that 
Grace was an essential addition 
to the game and she contributed 
her composure for every minute 
she was on the court.”

“Grace DiGiovanni is really 

good under pressure. Her re-
verse layup in the first quarter 
was a real energizer for us as the 
crowd,” added senior Shannon 
Sabia.

DiGiovanni fired the Magic 
up with great drives to the bas-
ket and a three in the first quar-
ter. She closed the quarter with 
another layup, giving the Magic 
momentum going into the second 
quarter.

“The second was our best 
quarter by far, and I credit that 
to the effort of our underclass-
men including juniors Grace Di-
giovanni, Deirdre Regan, Megan 
Dodaro, and Erin Bethel and 
freshman, Lauren Vesey,” said 
Gelone post game. “All five saw 
the court for a lot of the second 
quarter due to the starting five 
being in foul trouble, but they 

played great and brought an en-
ergy and intensity that got all of 
us on the bench really into the 
game. Sisterhood was definitely 
present in our bench culture, al-
ways cheering and getting excited 
for our teammates on the court.”

The first half ended with the 
Magic in the lead 31-25. “At half-
time, we regrouped and came up 
with our plan for the second half,” 
said Hoover. “We knew what we 

needed to improve on for the sec-
ond half and we worked hard to 
make sure we did, but the game 
didn’t end in our favor.”

The third quarter was a little 
rough for the Magic. Early on 
Smith hit an energizing three 
pointer, but shortly after, Villa 
Maria went on a 13-4 run against 
the Magic and the third quarter 
ended with Magic only up by two 

43-41. 
In the fourth, the Magic were 

ahead for most of the time. With 
about four minutes left in the 
fourth, Villa took the lead for the 
first time since the second quar-
ter, leading 52-51. By the end of 
the fourth, the score was tied and 
the game was going into over-
time.

“We were ahead for most of the 
game,” said Rothenberg who con-

tributed seven points to the con-
test. “It was a really good effort 
by everyone and we put a lot of 
heart into the game,” she added.

The Magic lost in the last seven 
seconds of the game with a free 
throw made by Villa Maria. 

After the game Hoover told 
The Campanile, “The score does 
not reflect it, but I believe that 
that game was ours. We played 

hard until the last second, and it 
embodied the sisterhood and ef-
fort of the culture were trying to 
build as a team.”

That culture is one spearhead-
ed by Hoover, along with fel-
low co-captains, seniors Ashley 
Smith and Grace Gelone, and se-
niors Kieran Glowacki and Sarah 
Rothenberg.

“We have a chemistry among 
the five of us that is undeniable. 
We’re always able to find the open 
person on the court and commu-
nicate well on defense. There’s no 
other way I’d want to play my se-
nior season,”  said Gelone.

“We aren’t just twelve team-
mates that are friendly,” Smith 
added. “We are sisters, and in 
that, we have created such a great 
sisterhood and bond among us 
that carries over on and off the 
court.”

 The last regular season game 
of the season on January 31 was 
senior night, where the Magic fell 
for the second time to opponent 
Villa Maria in a 49-41 loss. 

“Before the game we were feel-
ing very nostalgic and emotion-
al,” said Hoover. “The four years 
have gone by so quickly.”

Gelone added, “The juniors 
and underclassmen made the 
day one of the best games of the 
season and it will be a night and 
game I never forget. We went into 
the game with great energy and 
played hard. The team was fired 
up, and that’s how we want to feel 
before every game.”

                                   

This season, the basketball team is anchored by its five starting seniors, including Ashley 
Smith, Kieran Glowacki, Grace Gelone, Julie Hoover and Sarah Rothenberg.

By Ava Self ’17

The Mount swim team closed 
a successful season on February 
11 at the AACA League Cham-
pionship meet. The team placed 
second, falling only to reigning 
co-champion Villa Maria. 

“At Champs, it was nice to see 
all of our hard work pay off,” 
said senior co-captain Hannah 
Soisson. “Everyone had amazing 
swims.” 

The team had many swim-
mers place among the top three 
in most of their events, speaking 
to the depth of talent on the team. 
Senior Katherine Schaefer had 
a strong swim in the 100-meter 
backstroke, placing first. Junior 
Taylor Draganosky and senior 
Grace Comerford placed sec-
ond and third respectively in the 
100-meter breaststroke. Mount’s 
dominant medley relay also had 
a strong performance, with the 
team consisting of sophomore 
Hailey Goodyear and juniors Jen 
DeGroat, Rebecca Patti and Dra-
ganosky claiming first place. 

At Champs, many swimmers 
also met the qualifying times for 
Districts, earning the opportunity 
to extend their season. Dragan-
osky and Comerford both quali-

fied for the 100-meter breast-
stroke, and DeGroat qualified in 
the 50-meter freestyle and the 
100-meter freestyle. These swim-
mers join those who have already 
qualified for Districts, including 
Schaefer in the backstroke and 
freshman Charlotte Whipple, 
Mount’s standout diver. 

Other highlights this season 
included a dominating 23-point 
win over the team’s rival, Gwyn-
edd Mercy, on Senior Night. 

The well-rounded talent of the 
team was again on display, as 
the large margin of victory was 
boosted by sweeps of the top spots 
in each event. In the 500-meter 
freestyle, junior Cathryn Antona-
cio and senior Susanne Kush-
nerick claimed second and third 
place, and in the 200-meter free-
style relay, the team of DeGroat, 
senior co-captain Aly Carpenter, 
sophomore Shayne McKernan 
and freshman Kristen O’Connor 
took first with a time of 1:44.38. 

“It was such a fun meet! I was 
so proud to see how we came to-
gether as a team, and how every 
girl contributed to the win. Our 
win was a true testament to the 
depth of our team,” said co-cap-
tain Comerford. 

At the Gwynedd meet, as well 

as many other events this season, 
the freshmen have stepped up and 
contributed many points to the 
overall team score. 

“This year, we had nine new 
swimmers join the team and it 
has been great watching them im-
prove,” said Carpenter. “They’ve 
been training really hard, and 
have had a lot of breakout swims.” 

Freshman Charlotte Whipple 
has contributed critical points to 
the Magic in the diving event this 
year, and her consistent perfor-
mance earned her a spot on the 
first team AACA All Stars list. 
She has also broken the Mount 
diving record not once this sea-
son, but twice. 

This season, the swim team 
has attributed much of its success 
in the pool to its powerful team 
bond. 

“I think the girls spend so 
much time together and see each 
other working so hard that it is 
impossible not to be supportive of 
one another. There are some great 
leaders and spirited personalities 
on this team,” said head coach Ja-
net Pudlinski. 
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