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 Mayes and Mattia represent class of 2017
By Ava Self ’17

Given every year to the senior 
with the highest GPA in the grad-
uating class, the Best in Class 
Award recognizes four years of 
hard work and determination put 
forth by its recipient. After em-
bracing a rigorous schedule com-
plete with challenging AP and 
Honors courses, Meredith Mayes 
is more than deserving of this 
year’s honor.     

For Mayes, academic excel-
lence has always been standard. 
At her graduation from Ancillae-
Assumpta Academy, Mayes was 
given the Outstanding Student 
Award, the Principal’s Award for 
Highest Honors and the High-
est Cumulative Average Award. 
Mayes believed Mount would be 
the perfect environment in which 
to take her academic abilities to 
the next level. 

“I chose Mount because I was 
very interested in the all-girls 
education. Having been in class-
rooms with boys since preschool, 
I was excited for a break from 
their pre-pubescent shenanigans. 
It’s not that I felt restricted by my 
male classmates, but I wanted to 
be a part of the sisterhood I had 
heard so much about from my 
mom [Suzanne Serianni ’84],” 
said Mayes. 

As an incoming freshman 
Mayes earned the Presidential 
Scholarship, and that distinction 
was merely the start of her suc-
cess. Mayes earned first honors 
every semester and was recog-
nized for her success in the class-
room with the Buccafurni-Law-
rence Award and the AP Calculus 
Award. She was the National 
Honor Society President and was 
a National Merit Commended 
Student. 

To achieve this caliber of suc-
cess, Mayes was determined to 
take on the most demanding of 
courses, and in doing so found 
these classes to be the most re-
warding. 

“One of my favorite classes 
was AP Calculus AB/BC with S. 
Mary Butler. The class was ex-
tremely difficult, and I undoubt-
edly lost a couple pounds from 
sweating when I walked into the 
room every day junior year. How-
ever, the class was very reward-
ing. I may have spent hours on 
homework and problem sets, but 
whenever I answered a question 
correctly I was genuinely proud 
of myself. I also credit S. Mary 
for deepening my love of math. 
She always challenged me, and 
was eager to help me along the 
way,” said Mayes. 

“Blessed with a good intellect 
and high IQ, Meredith has paired 
these talents with organizational, 
time management, collaboration 
and study skills. It was early in 
the course when I commented 
to Meredith how she seemed to 
really enjoy math. ‘I love it,’ she 
responded. Throughout the year 
she continued to demonstrate 
her dedication, perseverance 
and mastery of calculus. She is 
a delight in class because she is 
always prepared, engages in dis-
cussions, is unafraid to try an-
other approach or be wrong, and 
includes others in meaningful 
group work,” said S. Mary. 

Mayes’ other teachers saw the 
same inherent talent in her in 
their courses as well. 

AP Physics teacher Ms. Hen-
nessy said, “Meredith is a talented 
intellectual and a very reasoned 
thinker. I think it is wonderful 
that she is choosing to pursue 
study in mathematics. I think she 
will find the pursuit challenging 

and rewarding, and many doors 
will open for her as a result of her 
quantitative abilities.”  

“Meredith is exceptional. Her 
keen mind, unfailing objectivity, 
dry wit, clean prose and collab-
orative spirit inform every issue 
of The Campanile.  She will be 
greatly missed in the office,” said 

Ms. Leonard.
While Mayes has demonstrat-

ed her unparalleled intelligence 
through an ambitious number of 
AP’s, she cannot reflect on he-
time at Mount without calling 
to mind her other favorite class, 
a course that is almost the exact 
opposite of AP Calculus. 

Mayes said, “My other favor-
ite class was Spanish I with Se-
ñorita Gill. I will always cherish 
the time spent in that class, as I 
had the opportunity to experience 
camaraderie like never before. 
I will always be eternally grate-
ful for the bonds I made in that 
class.” 

Mayes’ success at Mount was 
not simply limited to the class-
room, and she is an incredibly ac-
tive member of the school com-
munity.

“I came out of grade school 

thinking I was the ‘athletic’ type, 
but I could not have been more 
wrong. Eventually, I found my 
place in CSC and the Campanile. 
Ms. Leonard and the Campanile 
staff have been an integral part of 
my Mount experience, but it was 
the hours spent at LaSalle Acad-
emy that I looked forward to most 
every week. Seeing the students’ 

smiles when we 
walk through 
the doors has 
the power to 
turn a terrible 
day into a won-
derful one. Over 
the four years, 
I have cre-
ated sustained 
friendships with 
some of the stu-
dents and have 
been able to get 
to know them 
far beyond the 
responsibilities 
of a tutor,” said 
Mayes. 

A d m i r e d 
for her intel-
lect and humil-
ity, Mayes is a 
positive force in 

her friends’ lives. Senior Emily 
Pensabene said, “Meredith and 
I have taken most of the same 
classes over our four years at 
Mount  and have become good 
friends. She always works incred-
ibly hard and her natural posi-
tivity and humor are infectious. 
Seeing her strong work ethic has 

pushed me to 
challenge my-
self more.” 

    Look-
ing back on 
her time at 
Mount, Mayes 
is grateful for 
the friends and 
teachers who 
have impacted 
her life. 

“My time at 
Mount has been 
transformative. 
It is not that I 
am a completely 
different person 
than the awk-
ward girl who 
walked in that 
first day, but I 
have grown in 

so many ways. I 
genuinely believe I am more con-
fident and compassionate than I 
was four years ago. Teachers like 
Ms. Leonard, Señora Hoffman 
and S. Mary and my friends have 
always accepted me for who I am 
while still pushing me to be my 
best self. Without their support, 
my four years would have been a 
lot different and probably a little 
less funny,” said Mayes. 

    Mayes plans to take her tal-
ents to the University of Pennsyl-
vania, where she intends to study 
mathematics. She has also been 
looking into studies involving 
consumer psychology and urban 
education. 

By Isobel Grogan ’17

Alyssa Mattia was completely 
shocked to discover that she was 

selected to be the 2017 Valedic-
torian. “I literally almost cried 
in class,” she said.  The senior 
class was less surprised as Alys-
sa has been a strong presence in 
the Mount community since her 
freshman year. 

“She is incredibly driven and 
also has an amazing ability to in-
spire the same motivation in ev-
eryone she works with. If there’s 
something that needs doing, 
Alyssa will stop at nothing until 
it’s done right,” said senior Sarah 
Felbin. 

Alyssa’s record is unquestion-
ably impressive. Her GPA has re-
mained firmly above the 4.0 mark 
every semester, and she has chal-
lenged herself by taking on an 
incredibly rigorous course load, 
including 5 AP classes. She said, 
“Keeping a balance has not al-
ways been easy, but my determi-
nation has helped me incorporate 
everything that is important to 
me, like school, family, activities, 
and friends, into my daily life.” 

As the senior vocal scholar, 
Alyssa is devoted to the musicals, 
the Glee Club, Sweet Mads and 
the Liturgy Singers. Mr. Hold-
ren says, “Alyssa is one of the 
most dependable student leaders 
I have known during my time at 
the Mount.  During her four years 
here, she has proven to be both 
responsible and wholeheartedly 
dedicated to our music program.”

Although she loves music, 
Alyssa also excels at science and 
math.“I loved having Alyssa in 
class.  She truly enjoys learning 
and has great insight.  She is an 
excellent problem solver and has 
a great, creative mind,” said Mrs. 
Phelan. 

Dedicated and passionate, 
Alyssa inspires not only the se-
nior class, but the whole school. 
She has made a great impression 
on underclassmen like Amanda 
Lamphere who spoke enthusias-
tically of her relationship with 
Alyssa.   “Alyssa is determined, 
hardworking, kind and talented. 
She has been so kind to me and 
has guided me through the begin-
ning of my high school career. 
She has become one of my best 
friends and my big sister, and I 
have no idea what I’d do without 
her.”

Alyssa’s  speech will touch 
on the major themes of her four 
years at the Mount. She said, “I 
tried to capture the atmosphere of 
the Mount and recreate the feel-
ing I got from going to school 
here.” She describes the class of 
2017 as, “undeniably passionate” 
and resilient.

 “Alyssa is the perfect girl to 
represent the class of 2017 be-
cause she embodies our spirit 
and drive. She never fails to dedi-
cate herself to her academic and 
personal interests, no matter the 
effort they require,” said senior 
Grace Chalmers 

Alyssa plans to study business 
at Villanova. When asked about 
her future, she said, “In the fu-
ture, I want two things: I want 
to be happy, and I want to create 
a positive change in the world. 
These goals may seem basic or 
simple, but they are what I believe 
living is all about.” 
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S. Cathie Meighan:  artist, educator and mentor
By S. Karen Dietrich, SSJ

Former Mount Principal, S. 
Karen Dietrich SSJ, PhD is the 
Executive Director of Catholic 
Partnership Schools in Camden, 
NJ.

Arts education is such a vital, 
enriching and necessary offering 
if we are to fill the souls of young 
people! I remember that as one 
of the drivers for intensive/block 
scheduling…so that the young 
women would not need to choose 
between a fourth year of a science 
and art…or music. Sister Cathie 
is a gifted educator who brings 
to her students the perspectives 
of a true artist as well as an edu-
cator. She has a great desire and 
diligence to ALWAYS be study-
ing and learning. She frequented 
the Academy of Fine Arts and the 
Barnes and the NYC museums 
and brought the girls with her. She 
was always attending workshops 
and roundtables, where peers 
and other experts would gather 
to share best practices and strate-
gies that she could bring back to 
her students. Because she herself 
is a real working artist, there was 
the side-by-side performance of 
the art that made her so respected 
and loved by her students! 

My experience is that many 
people are drawn either to real 
hands-on art with paint and brush 
or to the world of graphic design. 
But not so with S. Cathie. I well 
remember the changes that came 
to Graphics and Commercial De-
sign as technology came to the 
Mount. She embraced tools like 
Photoshop and Illustrator and 
the incredible possibilities that 
they afforded the budding art-
ists. There was a “wet lab” and 
a “dry lab.” She saw technology 
as yet another new medium! And, 
oh, the beautiful designs the girls 
created!

I always loved strolling around 
to the art corridor 
in the midst of 

my daily rounds. There was 
never a time when you walked 
by S. Cathie’s class that the girls 
weren’t engaged and busy about 
their projects. It was a relaxed 
atmosphere, with some quiet con-
versation, music and movement. 
It was a fun but busy place to be. 

There was never a time when 
I’d go by that the room was empty 
because the girls came by to work 
before school, during lunches and 
after school. She tried to give 
them as many different ways as 
possible to achieve and feel good 
about themselves! I was always 
amazed at the variety of styles 
and expressions the girls had. 
And they had the opportunity to 
try it all from 3D design to ce-
ramics to advanced painting and 
graphic design. The showcase 
outside the classroom was always 
filled with unique, reflective and 
wonderful art pieces. She taught 
them to use art to tell a story or 
to address any need or injustice.

But most importantly, S. Cath-
ie knew and thoroughly enjoyed 
her kids! Because of her non-
threatening, laid-back approach, 
she created an atmosphere of 
great trust. She didn’t overreact, 
but she didn’t ignore or hesitate to 
have some very pointed and seri-
ous conversations. She listened to 
and respected the girls, and they 
in turn loved and respected her.

There are thousands of stu-
dents who have been in her care. 
They have learned other ways of 
expression. They’ve learned to 
both give and receive affirmation 
and constructive criticism. Some 
have learned they have a true tal-
ent and have found their passion, 
and others have had their eyes of 
appreciation opened wide.

There is no doubt that the 
Mount is greatly blessed by S. 
Cathie’s presence and giftedness. 
The future of society is better be-
cause of the young women who 
have been touched by her artistry 

as a Sister of St. Jo-
seph and as an 

e x e m p l a r y 
educator!

 

By S. Mary Dacey, SSJ

Former Mount Principal and 
President, S. Mary Dacey, SSJ 
is the Director of Schools for 
the Healey Education Founda-
tion.

What I would say about 
Cathie is that she did not so 
much teach art as she brought 
out the artist in every student-
at whatever level. She knew first 
hand what it meant to be a prac-
ticing artist, so she could appre-
ciate the struggle and the desire 
to create.
By S. Kathleen Brabson, SSJ

President of the Mount
S. Cathie has developed 

and enriched our fine arts pro-
gram with each passing year, 
but more importantly she has 
touched the lives of our young 
artists with her warm and en-
couraging manner. She will be 
missed on so many levels.

By Ms. Jean Korey
S. Cathie Meighan is the soul 

of the Fine Arts Department.  
The art wing, which includes 
my room, was expanded after 
my third year at Mount. The 
wing could easily be rechris-
tened “The House that S. Cathie 
Built.” Her vision, artistry and 
teaching methods created a safe 
environment for young Mount 
artists to thrive.  

The number of students crav-
ing a spot in her classes de-
manded that Mount provide a 
larger space and an additional, 
full-time teacher to meet the 
demand.  

Walk into one of Cathie’s 
classes and you will see girls 
self-directed, engaged, on task 
and creating work that is al-
ways first-rate and many times, 
astonishing. The classes are 
“Mount Nirvana” not only for 
the students but for anyone who 
visits.

As a colleague, she is bril-
liant.   I have often wondered 
how she perfectly distills into 
one or two sentences, an analy-
sis of a painting, a film or any 
issue or challenge.  She is filled 
with humility and compassion, 
and is always there to listen 
without judgment.

I will miss her more than I 
can say, but I am thrilled that 
she will have more time to 
paint; she is a remarkable artist.  

Two years ago, I bought one 
of Cathie’s paintings entitled 
“Momentum.” It seems as if she 
has gathered hers, and is mov-
ing onward and upward toward 
a new life.   

I wish her all the best be-
cause she is the consummate 
artist, teacher and friend. She is 
the embodiment  of the charism 
of the Sisters of Saint Joseph.

By Mrs. Amanda Ritter
S. Cathie has taught me so 
much about what it means 

to be a great art teacher. 
Her passion for what she 
teaches is unparalleled.

She is a working artist 
outside of the classroom 

and brings her creative think-
ing into everything she does 
with her students. She is a pro-
fessional but knows that part of 
loving what you do is taking the 
time to laugh and build relation-
ships with those around you. 

In the two years I had to com-
mute to school from Lancaster, 
she invited me to eat dinner and 
stay over at her house countless 
times when we had after-school 
events like Back to School Night 
and Senior Awards. She and the 
women she lives with prepared a 
room for me each time I stayed 
over, which S. Cathie affection-
ately referred to as “your room” 
when inviting me to stay. 

Having a hot meal and a 
group of smiling nuns welcom-
ing me into their home on nights 
when I couldn’t imagine driving 
all the way back to Lancaster 
made those two years of long 
commutes bearable.

By Ms. Danielle Rossi
Who could you count on to 

attend a kickboxing class at 9 
p.m. with you and cheer with 
the instructor like a fitness pro?  
Who will always show up with 
soft pretzels to the delight of 
children?  Who will dress as the 
crazy dancing bald guy from 
Great Adventure commercials 
at Halloween time and sit seri-
ously in this costume during a 
faculty meeting?  Who will read 
every single thing next to every 
single painting at the Philadel-
phia Museum of Art and be-
come lost for hours in the maze 
of rooms?  Who has devoted 
the past 26 years of her life to 
the art department at MSJA, 
overseeing its expansion and 
bringing out the best and most 
creative talents of countless 
Mounties?  S. Cathie Meighan is 
the definite answer to the ques-
tions above because she is the 
super fun, always supportive, 
dedicated friend that I had the 
opportunity to teach with dur-
ing my time at the Mount. 

When I started at the Mount, 
S. Cathie devoted time daily to 
help me learn to teach in the 
block schedule and encour-

aged me to continue to further 
my own education as an artist 
and teacher. S. Cathie compan-
ioned me through achieving an 
advanced degree, planning my 
wedding and teaching while 
pregnant and awaiting the birth 
of my twin boys. 

So much of the “work”: art 
shows, portfolios, trips, service 
projects, etc. do not stand out in 
my mind as I look back to our 
time at MSJA together from 
2002-2009 because we enjoyed 
being together so much that I 
can only remember the funny 
episodes and heartfelt moments 
of grace. 

I cannot imagine the art de-
partment at MSJA without 
Cathie; however, the foundation 
she has laid in excellent teach-
ing and in creating life-long 
makers of art in her students 
will be a life-time legacy.  

I am grateful for all that I re-
ceived in working with S. Cath-
ie, and I know that I speak for 
so many whose lives have been 
touched by the kind, funny and 
caring woman who taught them 
art.

By Ms. Cara Croke
I have known S. Cathie for 

sixteen years and have been 
fortunate enough to know her 
in various capacities: as a teach-
er, colleague, fellow artist and 
friend.  She has been a constant 
source of inspiration and sup-
port since the moment we met 
and will be greatly missed!”

By Mr. Donald Holdren
During her time at the 

Mount, S. Cathie has influenced 
hundreds of students.  For the 
last 11 years, S. Cathie has been 
a mentor, a guide and a friend 
to me.  She built our fine arts 
program from the ground up, 
and we owe so much of what 
we have today to her vision and 
genius.  Her commitment to her 
students is unmatched.  Her love 
of both art and teaching is an in-
spiration to us all.

S. Cathie has been teaching at the Mount for 26 years 
while working as an artist and showing in galleries.
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Major, Mrs. D and Mr. B bid farewell 
For the past 20 years, Mr. John 

Turner, affectionately known as 
Major, has touched the lives of 
not only his students, but every-
one within the Mount community. 
From asking teachers to remove 
pine scented candles because of 
a student’s allergy to saying hi to 
everyone he passes in the hall-
way, it is safe to assume that Ma-
jor is a beloved teacher. He has 
made us all better people through 
his kindness and will be missed 
dearly by both his colleagues and 
Mount students.

By Emma Veon ’17

I thank my lucky stars that Ma-
jor and I are leaving the Mount at 
the same time.  Without his sage 
advice and warm smile, my high 
school experience would have 
been considerably duller.  More-
over, I would have racked up at 
least 28 demerits for leaving my 
blazer at home during every as-
sembly and liturgical service.  
Major is a kind-hearted man 
whom I am honored to know as a 
teacher, friend and mentor.

Major is an incomparable edu-
cator.  He teaches students about 
history, presenting centuries of 
information through an array of 
media (personal favorite: Billy 
Joel’s “We Didn’t Start the Fire” 
on repeat).  Class is never boring, 
even when some of the informa-
tion is as clear as mud.

More than a talented teacher, 
Major is simply a good person.  
He’s always gentle and under-
standing, even after you spill 
tea all over the floor despite ev-
eryone’s warnings to be careful.  
Mounties and food, am I right?

His kindness knows no bounds.  
Sometimes, he doesn’t even know 
your name, but that doesn’t mat-

ter because Major will say “good 
morning” to every girl walk-
ing down the hallway, whether 
he knows her or not.  His chip-
per greeting brightens even the 
gloomiest morning, chasing 
away the Monday “blahs” before 
you can say Rutherford Birchard 
Hayes.

A quick sea story: On the morn-
ing of the 2015 APUSH exam, ten 

sophomores slunk into Room 107 
for a pre-test breakfast.  After an 
emotional send-off, we marched 
out to the Rocky soundtrack, 
Twizzlers and Ticonderoga #2s 
in tow.  We were shaking, but 
Major smushed our fears under a 
box of Munchkins and sent us out 
into uncharted territory, knowing 
that we could navigate the waters 
before even we did.

Major instilled in me, as he 
does in all students, a confidence 
in my own abilities that has al-
lowed me to achieve personal 
goals previously considered unat-
tainable.  Not to go off on a tan-
gent, but as a freshman unable to 
open her locker even though the 
second quarter had just ended, 

I wasn’t bold or self-assured - I 
still felt as though I didn’t know 
anything about the Mount.  Major 
proved me wrong.  He showed me 
that motivation and dedication 
ensure success in every facet of 
life; he encouraged me to explore 
my interests and share my talents.  
Without Major, I could not have 
found the strength to pursue my 
dreams, nor could I have discov-
ered the limitless patience re-
quired to master the locker code. 

Major, my time as your stu-
dent has flown by faster than 
three shakes of a lamb’s tail.  As 
I move on to college, I’ll take 
more than just my World History 
binder with me.  Your lessons in 
confidence and compassion have 
shaped me into the strong student 
I am today.  Thank you, on behalf 
of a decade of loving Mounties, 
for all that you’ve taught us.

By Maeve McCormick ’18 

As Dean of Students for the 
past five years, Mrs. Connie 
D’Angelo has worked tirelessly 
to organize activities, monitor 
behavior, and most importantly, 
come to know each and every 
student individually. Beloved by 
all Mount students, Mrs. D un-
derstands the struggles of high 
school and is always willing to go 
the extra mile just to brighten up 
a student’s day. She truly values 
the input given to her by students 
and always strives to improve the 
Mount.

“Mrs. D’Angelo is what keeps 
the student population at Mount 
engaged and eager,” said vice-
president, senior Grace Gelone. 
“She never fails to greet students 
in the hall with a hello and their 
names because she truly knows 

everyone of us by name. She’s 
also a rock and source of hope 
and ‘everything will be all right’ 
attitude when you are having a 
rough time. Her smile and posi-
tivity are two of the biggest day 
brighteners for me when I am 
having a bad day. She will be 
dearly missed by the Mount com-
munity, but we rally behind her in 
support of the amazing things she 

will accomplish in her next step 
as principal at Saint Basil’s.” 

Mrs. D’Angelo has worked 
closely with students on events 
like Mini-THON, Women as 
Founders projects and fundrais-
ers for various organizations. 

This year’s Mini-THON co-
chair, senior Emily Pensabene, 
said, “Throughout my time at the 
Mount, Mrs. D. has been someone 
I can stop and talk to for a break 
from schoolwork even when I was 
not working on Mini-THON. She 
has definitely been one of, if not 
the, most influential person I have 
met in the past four years.” 

Co-chair, junior Abby 
Schwenger agreed, saying, “Mrs. 
D is always the first and foremost 

advocate for students. She is loved 
by so many because of how much 
she believes in and trusts Mount 
girls, and her happy presence in 
the halls will be greatly missed.” 

“I never met a person more 
willing to hear a bunch of girls 
rant about their problems,” added 
Mini-THON committee member, 
junior Annie Princivalle. “To me, 
she is the epitome of selflessness.”

Mrs. D’Angelo has also made 
a tremendous impact on her col-
leagues. Dean of Students, Mr. 
William Rooney said, “We have 
worked together for fifteen years 
at three different schools. She has 
always been a great friend, and I 
constantly depend on her advice. 
Our friendship is strong enough 
that we not only help each other 
when we agree, but also reach a 
compromise when we differ in 
opinions. In some ways, she even 
knows me better than I know my-
self. She was the one that saw I 
had the skills to be an administra-
tor and encouraged me along the 
way. I am going to miss her very 
much next year.” 

Ms. Thomas, Administra-
tive Assistant to Mrs. D’Angelo, 
said,“It has been such a blessing 
to work beside Mrs. D’Angelo 
every single day. She is such a 
selfless and caring person, and I 
feel so lucky to have worked so 
closely with her. I will miss her 
very much.”

Next year Mrs. D’Angelo will 
be missed, but the entire Mount 
community is so proud to see her 
moving into a position she so tru-
ly deserves. Saint Basil Academy 
is extremely lucky.

By Shannon Sabia ’17

Well, it appears Mrs. Bender 
Jr. is too good for us because he 
is out of here. Following his en-
gagement to his fiancé, Mr. Bend-
er will be moving to Baltimore, 
Maryland, to teach at Notre Dame 
Preparatory School. Another pri-
vate, all-girls school, Notre Dame 
Prep should apparently check 
their basement for flooding and 
prepare for a hurricane of style 
this coming fall from the next 
Anna Wintour. 

“I’m always fashionable and 
live my fashion life with no re-
grets,” Mr. Bender responded as 
to whether he has ever made any 
trendless blunders.

Clarification: Many falsely be-
lieve that when Mr. Bender first 
came to Mount as a substitute 
teacher, he had highlights in his 
hair reminiscent of a disciplin-
ary Backstreet Boy. However, Mr. 
Bender never had highlights. His 
hair just turns a natural touch of 
blonde in the summer; hence his 
lack of regrets. When made aware 
of the existence of this rumor, 

an exhausted, fourth block Mr. 
Bender replied, “Quite frankly, I 
don’t care.” He then went home 
and cried himself to sleep to the 
noise of Emily Dickinson audio 
poetry, narrated by himself.

Although he may be an expert 
in verse, even Mr. Bender admits 
to dabbling in the occasional 
mindless entertainment. Some 
of his guilty pleasures include 
“She’s the Man,” “How to Lose a 
Guy in 10 Days,” and “Pitch Per-
fect.” 

The Channing Tatum fan and 
his fiancé met through a mutual 
friend in her sorority during their 
sophomore year at Gettysburg 
College. Naturally, he saw their 
alma mater as the most fitting 
place to propose. 

“It was on Saturday of Memo-
rial Day Weekend last year,” he 
recalls, “We had decided to go 
out to Gettysburg for a quick day 
trip because we like to do that at 
least once a year. We had already 
eaten in town and were walk-
ing around campus and in the 
middle of campus, between Penn 
Hall and the library, I proposed. I 

knew that I wanted to propose at 
Gettysburg because it’s where we 
met and will always be a special 
place for both of us.”

For some time now, their 
move to Baltimore has been in 

the works. “My fiancé is from a 
suburb of Baltimore. She just fin-
ished up PA school here in Phila-

delphia, and we had previously 
discussed where we would end 
up. We knew we would eventu-
ally move down there, and it hap-
pened to work out this year with 
the job opening down at Notre 
Dame Prep.”

With the wedding also taking 
place in Maryland, Mr. Bender 
and his fiancé will hold the cer-
emony at Immaculate Conception 
Church, the same church where 
the latter’s parents were married. 
In addition, Mr. Bender is to be 
married by the same priest who 
officiated at his future parents-in-
law’s wedding. While he does not 
have a song picked out yet for him 
and his mother to dance to, he is 
“thinking something in Latin.”

Having been an English major, 
editor-in-chief of Gettysburg’s 
student-run newspaper, and later 
an editor for a literary magazine 
run through Temple University’s 
M.F.A. program, Mr. Bender 
knew he had career options in 
both publishing and teaching. 
However, he opted for the family 
business. 

“I like to think that I always 

knew that teaching is something 
that I knew I would enjoy. Having 
a mother as a teacher allowed me 
to see what it took to be a teacher 
and the benefits of teaching. Stu-
dents have asked me if I like what 
I do, and I get to tell them with 
sincerity that I love what I do be-
cause I get to come to work each 
day and discuss literature and 
writing and other aspects of Eng-
lish with students.”

Among his favorite Mount 
memories is his first of day of 
teaching. “I was excited but also 
anxious because I’d never actu-
ally taught my own class before. 
It was that day, though, that I real-
ized that I’d love teaching at the 
Mount because of the students I 
had and the people I was working 
with. It was because of that day 
and the happiness and excitement 
that I am where I am now.” 

And with the arrival of Mimi 
Bender II, the MSJA English 
Department would never be the 
same.

Mr. Bender followed in his 
mother’s, Mrs. Bender’s, 
footsteps.

History Department Chair 
Major John Turner

Dean of Students            
Mrs. Connie D’Angelo
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By Ava Self ’17

On May 3, F.B.I. Director 
James Comey testified on Capitol 
Hill about recent updates in the 
Clinton email investigation. In 
response to questions on the tim-
ing of his October 28 probe that 
reopened the investigation into 
Democratic presidential candi-
date Hillary Clinton, Comey said, 
“It makes me mildly nauseous 
to think that we might have had 
some impact on the election.” 

Six days later, a letter was left 
for Comey at the F.B.I. headquar-
ters. The letter, hand-delivered 
by President Donald Trump’s 
bodyguard, detailed the terms of 
Comey’s termination, effective 
immediately. 

Why was the F.B.I. Director 
so abruptly fired? Was it because 
of his comments about the 2016 
election outcome? Or because 
of the ongoing investigation into 
collusion between the Trump 
campaign and the Russians? The 
truth may never be known, as the 
public is one again at the mercy 
of a vacillating White House, one 
that shares half-truths only when 
convenient and has no qualms 
about proclaiming specious in-
formation. The only known cer-
tainty is that the man preventing 
Trump’s manipulation of the Rus-
sian investigation has been elimi-
nated. 

According to the article “F.B.I. 
Director James Comey is Fired 
by Trump,” White House officials 
originally cited Attorney General 
Jeff Sessions and deputy attorney 
general Rod J. Rosenstein as the 
ones responsible for recommend-

ing Comey’s termination. Rosen-
stein said, “I cannot defend the 
director’s handling of the conclu-
sion of the investigation of Secre-
tary Clinton’s emails, and I do not 
understand his refusal to accept 
the nearly universal judgement 
that he was mistaken.” 

This criticism was a far cry 
from the praise Trump officials 
were showering on Comey last 
October, when his decision to 
investigate Clinton cost her the 
election. At the time, Trump ad-
mired Comey for his “guts” to 
pursue Clinton during the final 
weeks of the campaign. 

The White House’s story be-
gan to shift on May 10. Accord-
ing to the article “The Events 
that Led Up to Comey’s Firing, 
and How the White House’s 
Story Changed,” press aid Sarah 
Huckabee Sanders stated that 
Trump had been considering fir-
ing Comey since the end of the 
presidential election. Another 
statement was then issued by the 
White House that said Trump was 
“strongly inclined to remove him 
[Comey]” after his testimony on 
May 3. 

On May 11, Trump offered 
yet another version as for the re-
lease of Comey. In an interview 
with NBC News, Trump bitterly 
claimed that Comey was nothing 
more than “a showboat” and “a 
grandstander,” and that the F.B.I. 
Director had been the source of 
problems for months. Trump con-
tinued by saying this decision had 
not been made solely based upon 
the advice given by Sessions and 
Rosenstein, but that the Russian 
investigation had been a factor 

in the termination. Trump said, 
“And in fact, when I decided to 
just do it, I said to myself, I said, 
‘You know, this Russia thing with 
Trump and Russia is a made-up 
story.’ It’s an excuse by the Dem-
ocrats for having lost an election 
that they should have won.” 

With these various accounts 
of the termination, it is difficult 
to discern the truth as to what 
occurred. Instead of confirming 
one version of the story, Trump 
further aggravated the situation 
on Friday, May 12, when he once 
again took to Twitter to air his 
grievances. According to the ar-

ticle “Trump Warning to Comey 
Prompts Questions on ‘Tapes,’” 
Trump tweeted, “As a very active 
President with lots of things hap-
pening, it is not possible for my 
surrogates to stand at the podium 
with perfect accuracy. Maybe the 
best thing to do would be to can-
cel all future ‘press briefings’ and 
hand out written responses for the 
sake of accuracy???” 

This comment, however, was 
not the one that had attracted 
the most attention on May 12. A 

few hours earlier, Trump, again 
through his Twitter account, add-
ed yet another twist in the Comey 
story. Trump tweeted, “James 
Comey better hope that there are 
no ‘tapes’ of our conversations 
before he starts leaking to the 
press!” 

An already turbulent Washing-
ton was thrown into chaos. Repre-
sentative Adam B. Schiff (D-CA) 
said, “For a president who base-
lessly accused his predecessor of 
illegally wiretapping him, that 
Mr. Trump would suggest that 
he, himself may have engaged in 
such conduct is staggering.” 

Representatives John Conyers 
Jr. (D-MI) and Elijah E. Cum-
mings (D-MD) of the judiciary 
and oversight committees imme-
diately sent a letter to the White 
House demanding copies of the 
tapes, noting “it is a crime to in-
timidate or threaten any potential 
witness with the intent to influ-
ence, delay or prevent their offi-
cial testimony.” 

If, as Trump suggests, he did 
record a conversation between 
Comey and himself, what could it 
have been about? Many speculate 
Trump was referencing a discus-
sion that took place at a White 
House dinner in January. During 
the orchestrated dinner, Trump 
attempted to extract a vow of 
loyalty from Comey, but the ef-
fort was to no avail. As the article 
“President Trump Craves Loyalty, 
but Offers None” states, “To Mr. 
Trump ‘loyalty’ meant abandon-
ing an investigation into foreign 
interference in the last election.” 

After the firing of Comey, 
Trump now has the power to dic-

tate the direction of this investi-
gation he was so eager to end in 
January. Antony Blinken, in the 
article “Trump Fires Comey and 
Putin Smiles” states, “In choos-
ing Mr. Comey’s successor, Mr. 
Trump will appoint the person 
charged with investigating his 
campaign and associates, creat-
ing a high credibility hurdle for 
the new director. Meanwhile, the 
F.B.I.’s efforts will be leaderless, 
impeding the third investiga-
tion --by the Senate Intelligence 
Committee -- which relies on the 
bureau’s work to supplement its 
own.” 

An underlying question as this 
situation plays out is the role of 
the Russians in Comey’s termina-
tion. Following Comey’s release 
on Tuesday, the Trump adminis-
tration met with Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergey V. Lavrov on 
Wednesday. When asked if the 
Comey firing cast a shadow over 
the talks, Lavrov only smiled and 
feigned shock, saying, “Was he 
fired? You’re kidding! You’re kid-
ding.” 

Putin, when asked a similar 
question in Sochi by an Ameri-
can reporter cheerfully answered, 
“You’re question looks very fun-
ny for me. Don’t be angry with 
me. We had nothing to do with 
that.” 

As Blinken writes in his arti-
cle, “Russia’s leaders have earned 
their moment of mirth. A cam-
paign to undermine the legiti-
macy of the West’s democratic 
institutions and leaders has suc-
ceeded in the United States itself 
beyond anything they could have 
imagined.” 

By Ava Self ’17

Amid a firestorm of contro-
versy, President Trump turned 
his commencement address at the 
Coast Guard Academy into yet 
another futile attempt to belittle 
the accusations against him, stat-
ing, “Look at the way I’ve been 
treated lately, especially by the 
media. No politician in history—
and I say this with great surety—
has been treated worse or more 
unfairly.” 

Well, Mr. Trump, another 
thing that can be determined with 
“great surety” is that the chaos 
consuming the White House is 
about to get a whole lot worse. 

On May 16, a memo written 
by former F.B.I. Director James 
Comey following a private meet-
ing with Trump on February 14 
was released. Comey, according 
to the article “James Comey and 
the Revenge of Washington’s Pro-
fessional Class,” was known in 
Washington for his clerical style 
of taking copious notes that docu-
mented his conversations with su-
periors. Comey was particularly 
suspicious of his relationship 
with Trump, and in this case his 
notes will now serve as a method 
of self-preservation in light of his 
termination.

 During this February encoun-
ter, Trump requested that Comey 
end the federal investigation into 

former National Security Advisor 
Michael T. Flynn. Trump said, as 
Comey transcribed, “I hope you 
can see your way clear to letting 
this go, to letting Flynn go. He’s a 
good guy.” 

As the article “Comey Memo 
Says Trump Asked Him to End 
Flynn Investigation” notes, this 

memo was “part of a paper trail 
Mr. Comey created documenting 
what he perceived as the presi-
dent’s improper efforts to influ-
ence a continuing investigation.” 

A disheveled White House 
responded to the release of the 
memo by once again spinning its 
own story of events. 

A statement from the White 
House read, “While the presi-

dent has repeatedly expressed 
his view that General Flynn is a 
decent man who served and pro-
tected our country, the president 
has never asked Mr. Comey of 
anyone else to end any investiga-
tion, including any investigation 
involving General Flynn. This is 
not a truthful or accurate portray-

al of the conversation between 
the President and Mr. Comey” 

Following the release of the 
Comey memo, Jason Chaffetz 
(R-UT), Republican Chairman of 
the House Oversight Committee, 
immediately requested that the 
F.B.I. turn over all “memoranda, 
notes, summaries and record-
ings” of discussions that took 
place between Trump and Com-

ey. Chaffetz included in his re-
quest that these documents could 
possibly “raise questions as to 
whether the president attempted 
to influence of impede” the F.B.I. 

With this latest request from 
Chaffetz and his committee, the 
rumors of impeachment that have 
been circulating throughout Cap-

itol Hill may soon come to frui-
tion, and Republican Congress 
members are beginning to get on 
board with the idea. 

Representatives Justin Amash 
(R-MI) and Carlos Curbelo (R-
FL), have both publicly stated that 
if the allegations from Comey’s 
memo were true, Trump’s actions 
were grounds for impeachment. 

“Obstruction of justice, in the 

case of Nixon, in the case of Clin-
ton in the late ’90s, has been con-
sidered an impeachable offense,” 
said Curbelo. 

As Chaffetz said, “I have my 
subpoena pen ready.” 

Amid the investigation into the 
memos, the Justice Department 
took decisive action on May 17 to 
further insulate the investigation 
into Trump’s campaign and po-
tential Russian ties by appointing 
Robert S. Mueller III, a former 
F.B.I. Director, to act as special 
counsel on the case. According 
to the article “Robert Mueller, 
Former F.B.I. Director, Is Named 
Special Counsel for Russia Inves-
tigation,” deputy attorney general 
Rod Rosenstein said, “It is in the 
public interest for me to exercise 
my authorities and appoint spe-
cial counsel to assume responsi-
bility for this matter.” 

 Mueller’s appointment comes 
one day after Congressmen on 
both sides of the aisle began to 
call for Comey to testify publicly 
regarding his interactions with 
Trump. 

“The only known 
certainty is that 
the man preventing 
Trump’s manipula-
tion of the Russian 
investigation has 
been eliminated.”

Trump fires Comey, causing political upheval
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“13 Reasons Why” series sparks controversy
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By Sarah Alessandrini ’19

There is much debate pertain-
ing to the Netflix series “Thir-
teen Reasons Why” over whether 
or not the story glorifies suicide.  
When considering these contro-
versies, it is important to note the 
significant differences between 
the series and the novel.  The 
hit Netflix series “Thirteen Rea-
sons Why” was adapted from the 
novel published ten years prior 
to the series’ release.  However, 
it elaborates on the story far be-
yond the novel’s version.  There is 
no detailed depiction of Hannah 
Baker’s suicide in the novel, and 
the means by which she kills her-
self are different from the graph-
ic, on-screen portrayal.  For this 
reason, the show is rated MA for 
“Mature Audience,” although the 
novel is recommended for teens 
14-18 years of age. In addition, 

the series distracts viewers with 
the lives of various supporting 
characters throughout the show.  
The novel, on the other hand, fo-
cuses solely on Hannah and Clay, 
telling a story that is painful, 
powerful, and overall, effective.  
Readers are first captivated by the 
novel’s thriller-like pacing only to 
soon find themselves immersed 
in the story’s true meaning.  The 
book’s satisfactory ending also 
reflects a compelling message of 
hope for the future. 

“Thirteen Reasons Why” was 
written by Jay Asher, who stated 
that the inspiration for this novel 
came partially from a close rela-
tive of his who survived a suicide 
attempt when she was around 
Hannah’s age.  Asher, at the re-
quest of several schools, has 
conducted a cross-country tour 
called “50 States Against Bully-
ing,” in which he spoke at schools 

in all 50 states regarding the topic 
of bullying.  Despite the contro-
versy surrounding the series, the 
novel has earned positive feed-
back from readers of all ages.  
One reader left this anonymous 
comment on the novel’s website: 
“The truth is that this book saved 
my life.  It gave me the hope I 
needed to get me where I am to-
day.  Thank you so much.  For ev-
erything.”  

 

By Natalie Ward ’18

On March 31, 2017, the latest 
Netflix hit was released. Based on 
Jay Asher’s novel “Thirteen Rea-
sons Why,” written in 2007, Net-
flix’s “13 Reasons Why” follows 
high school student Clay Jensen 
and his journey in uncovering the 
possible reasons behind Hannah 
Baker’s suicide. Throughout the 
13 episodes of the series, Clay 
listens to the 13 tapes Hannah re-
corded and left for her peers, pri-
or to her death. The primary sub-
jects of her tapes were individuals 
who may have contributed to her 
pain.

Since its debut, the viral se-
ries has received a tremendous 
amount of backlash and an equal-
ly massive amount of praise from 
fans, critics, adults, teenagers and 
professionals.

“13 Reasons Why” features 
several serious, intense, but com-
mon issues, including: bullying, 
substance abuse, suicide, sexual 
assault and rape. However, the 
graphic depictions of these is-
sues can be considered harmful 
and dangerous for some viewers. 
A bulk of the viewers consists of 
young adults and teenagers, some 
of whom may be considered “too 
young” to watch and understand 
the severity of the issues present-
ed.

The main reason that critics, in-
cluding CNN writer Mark Henick 
and suicide prevention advocate 
Dan Reidenberg, believe that the 
Netflix series is harmful is the 
show’s depiction of suicide. Han-
nah’s death in the final episode is 
not only traumatic but also unsafe 
for viewers to watch, especially 
those who may be struggling with 
a mental illness or depression.

According to the American 
Foundation for Suicide Preven-
tion (AFSP), exposure to another 
person’s suicide or to graphic or 
sensationalized accounts of sui-
cide can increase the risk of addi-
tional suicides. The U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and Preven-

tion states that suicide is the sec-
ond leading cause of death among 
people aged 15 to 34.

Mark Hennick wrote, “Dis-
cussion and media portrayals of 
suicide, even disturbingly inaccu-
rate ones like those shown in ‘13 
Reasons Why,’ don’t ‘give people 
the idea’ to kill themselves, but 
may still contribute to a suicide 
contagion or, somewhat crudely, 
‘copycat suicides.’” He contin-
ued, saying, “None 
of the criticism 
of ‘13 Reasons 
Why’ means that 
we shouldn’t talk 
about suicide; we 
should. In fact, it’s 
critical that we do. 
But we need to do 
it right.”

Add it iona l ly, 
Suicide Aware-
ness Voices of Ed-
ucation (SAVE), a 
suicide prevention 
advocacy group, 
is speaking out 
against the popu-
lar Netflix series. 
Dan Reidenberg, 
the executive di-
rector of SAVE, 
verbalized the 
group’s response 
on “Good Morn-
ing America.” 

R e i d e n b e r g 
said, “The show 
actually doesn’t 
present a viable 
alternative to sui-
cide. The show 
doesn’t talk about 
mental illness or 
depression, doesn’t 
name those words. My thoughts 
about the series are that it’s prob-
ably done more harm than any 
good.” 

According to the AFSP, de-
pression is the most common con-
dition associated with suicide. By 
ignoring the fact that depression 
and mental illness likely factored 
into Hannah’s death, “13 Reasons 

Why” only contributes to the lack 
of conversation regarding these 
treatable and diagnosable condi-
tions.

Although critics and profes-
sionals have voiced their critiques 
about the Netflix hit, others have 
expressed their praise for the 
show. The series’ documentary, 
“13 Reasons Why: Beyond the 
Reasons,” features the cast and 
crew as they address the contro-

versy that would spark once the 
show was released, especially 
the unflinching approach to the 
show’s depiction of sexual assault 
and suicide. 

Justin Prentice, who plays 
Bryce in the series, said, “As a 
society we tend to shy away from 
these hard topics. Sometimes in 
cinema we do that, too. This is 

great because it says, ‘No. This 
is a problem and it needs to be 
addressed.’” He continued, say-
ing that sexual assault “is one 
of those things that needs to be 
talked about and addressed. Not 
saying anything can also be very 
dangerous.”

Executive producer and creator 
Brian Yorkey added that the cast 
and crew could not shy away from 
the sexual assault because doing 

otherwise would 
minimize the se-
verity of the issues 
that the characters 
and people around 
the world experi-
ence every day. 
He commented on 
Hannah’s suicide, 
saying, “[The cast 
and crew] worked 
very hard not to be 
gratuitous, but we 
did want it to be 
painful to watch 
because we want-
ed it to be very 
clear that there is 
nothing, in any 
way, worthwhile 
about suicide.”

Addit iona l ly, 
Nic Sheff, the 
writer of the se-
ries “13 Reasons 
Why,” shared his 
own experience 
with suicide with 
Vanity Fair and 
defended the con-
troversial decision 
to depict Hannah’s 
suicide as hon-
estly as possible. 
Sheff said his own 

suicide attempt strongly influ-
enced his decision in writing the 
Netflix hit, writing, “It seemed 
to me the perfect opportunity to 
show what an actual suicide re-
ally looks like–to dispel the myth 
of the quiet drifting off.” 

An unspoken issue emerged 
with the use of traumatic scenes–
“TV shows giving themselves 

license to shovel trauma at their 
audience while assuring their au-
dience that it’s actually healthier 
this way,” wrote Jia Tolentino in 
the New Yorker.

The cast and crew of “13 Rea-
sons Why,” including celebrity 
producer Selena Gomez, empha-
size that suicide should never be 
an option, but “it can, apparently, 
be the whole point of a show,” 
said Tolentino. 

Despite the good intentions of 
the producers and writers of the 
Netflix hit, there is no justifica-
tion or reasonable explanation for 
the disturbing and graphic depic-
tions of sexual assault and suicide 
that spans nearly 5 minutes on 
screen. Topics like suicide and 
sexual assault must be addressed, 
but shoving trauma into the view-
ers’ faces is simply irresponsible 
and inconsiderate of the directors 
and producers behind “13 Rea-
sons Why.”

While these issues must be 
confronted and talked about, they 
must be approached in a safe and 
an appropriate manner. Although 
“13 Reasons Why” is extremely 
successful in stimulating the con-
versation about serious issues like 
sexual assault and suicide, the 
safety of the audience, especially 
that of young viewers or viewers 
with a mental illness, is at risk.

Clearly, the primary goal of 
the Netflix show is not to enter-
tain, but instead to spark a crucial 
conversation that is often avoided 
by society. Psychologist Dr. Helen 
Hsu perfectly states, “I think a lot 
of times people feel paralyzed by: 
‘I don’t know how to talk about 
this. Maybe it’ll go away. . . . I 
don’t feel equipped to talk.’ But 
then nobody talks about it, and 
that’s actually the worst thing that 
any of us can do.”

Despite the backlash the Net-
flix series faced after its release, 
“13 Reasons Why” has been re-
newed for a second season.

Novel offers thoughtful read

Dylan Minnette and Katherine Langford portray Clay 
Jensen and Hannah Baker in the Netfix series. 
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Maddy Sasso advises aspiring fashionistas
By Claudia Langella ’18

In April of 2016, Maddy 
Sasso ’07 launched her beach 
themed clothing line, Pinkly 
Perfect. Sasso has expanded 
the brand so customers can 
sport their beach town pride 
year round. Just after a year 
in business, Sasso has learned 
so much since the brand’s 
launch. From her own experi-
ences, she can offer insight to 
anyone else who is interested 
in becoming a fashion design-
er. 

In high school, did you know 
fashion was something you 
were interested in pursuing? If 
so, how did you prepare early 
for this industry? 

I knew in 8th grade that I want-
ed to pursue fashion design after 
designing my graduation dress at 
GMA Elementary. When I got to 
the Mount, I knew that for me to 
be happy I had to explore some 
sort of fashion program so I took 
weekend classes at Moore Col-
lege of Art & Design in Philly. 
I also did a design-focused sum-
mer program at Drexel after my 
sophomore year. When I was a ju-
nior, I took private sewing classes 
and designed and made my prom 
dress. Doing all of this outside of 
school was a good way to balance 
an art outlet while also leaving 
room to challenge myself at the 
Mount with honors and AP class-
es just in case I changed my mind 

(hint: I didn’t!). 

What did you look 
for in a college and 
what connections did 
you make? 

I knew I wanted 
to go to a school that 
had a fashion program 
but wasn’t a “fashion 
school” and felt com-
pelled to escape the PA 
area so really Marist 
College was the only 
school I found that 
met my requirements. 
I was also able to be 
part of the Honors 
Program there, which 
was kind of the best 
of both worlds and al-
lowed some flexibility 
if I wanted to do any 
minors in non-fashion 
fields. 

What opportuni-
ties (internships, etc.) 
did you take advan-
tage of in college to 
help make inroads 
in the industry? 

I did an internship at a print 
design studio in London when 
I was studying abroad, where I 
was hand drawing floral prints 
that would later be shown to top 
fashion brands in the US. I also 
did an internship during the sum-
mer with a custom wedding dress 
designer. It really exposed me to 
what it was like to actually spend 

all day designing or running a 
company and just built up my 
confidence that this was definitely 
what I wanted for a career. I also 
won “Outstanding Senior Collec-
tion” at the Marist Silver Needle 
Fashion Show, which helped me 
get a job after school ended. 

After finishing college, what 
challenges did you face getting 

into the fashion in-
dustry? 

I got really sick 
right after I gradu-
ated college and was 
out of commission 
for about a month, 
which delayed a lot 
of my applying and 
interview process. 

What is one 
thing you wish you 
knew in the begin-
ning stages?

I wish I knew how 
little the fashion in-
dustry pays. Not that 
I would have steered 
away from it, but I 
wish I started saving 
for my company a 
little sooner. 

What is the most 
rewarding part of 
starting your own 
business?

The most reward-
ing part of starting 
my own business is 

that sales and reach research has 
really proven that I found a niche 
market that people of all ages are 
excited about and can relate to. It 
motivates me to keep going. 

How do you measure your 
success?

Most literally, I measure my 
success by sales. That’s what 
keeps the company alive and al-

lows me to have the capital to 
keep developing and producing 
new lines. I also have a group of 
repeat customers, which is the 
best feeling because it shows peo-
ple love the product and that the 
quality is good. 

How have you seen the mis-
sion of your company grow? 

Pinkly Perfect’s now really 
focused on “beach town pride” 
rather than a love of summer va-
cation, which has opened up the 
line to be more geographically 
focused. This has really driven 
sales and allowed for the product 
to sell in a bunch of beach towns 
across the US.

 
How can someone in high 

school get a start in the fashion 
industry?

Weekend classes are really im-
portant as an introductory level to 
what’s involved in the design pro-
cess. I’m also a huge proponent of 
starting networking early. Start 
visiting colleges in your sopho-
more year and take time to talk 
to students there, not just the fac-
ulty or tour guides. Their job is to 
make you like the school. Get the 
real scoop.

More live action remakes in the works 
By Nora Hogan ’19

In the absence of any new and 
creative movie ideas, Disney 
plans on remaking a series of 
classic films. After the blockbust-
er hit of the live action remake of 
“Beauty and the Beast,” filmmak-
ers at Disney Studios are working 
on several new and improved live 
action adaptations of childhood 
favorites such as “Mulan,” “Alad-
din” and “Lion King,” among 
others. With casts filled with ce-
lebrities and the nostalgic value 
of these remakes, Disney may hit 
the jackpot big in these upcoming 
years. 

Unfortunately, some of the 
changes to the remake of “Mu-
lan” may not appeal to all audi-
ences. Rumor has it that the live 
action version of “Mulan” will not 
be a musical, squashing hopes of 
a “I’ll Make A Man Out of You” 
reprise. However, following the 
social media backlash for this ill-
fated decision, Disney’s President 
of Production, Sean Bailey, now 
claims that “nothing is off the 
table,” including the addition of 
the original film’s soundtrack to 
the new film. “Mulan” is sched-
uled to be released on November 
2, 2018. 

Celebrity-savvy viewers can 
look forward to the new “Lion 
King.” According to the Hol-
lywood Reporter, the upcoming 

film will feature a star-studded 
cast. John Favreau, the director of 
the new film, confirmed the roles 
of Simba and Mufasa on Twit-
ter this past February. Donald 
Glover, also known as the Child-
ish Gambino, will star as Simba. 
James Earl Jones, who appeared 
in the original movie, will re-
turn as Mufasa. Disney recently 
confirmed that 
Seth Rogen and 
Billy Eichner 
have been cast 
as Timon and 
Pumbaa, re-
spectively, in 
the upcoming 
film. 

Attention all 
Beyoncé fans! 
Beyoncé is be-
ing considered 
for the role of 
Nala, although, 
according to 
Variety, she is 
still deciding 
on accepting 
the role in lieu of her pregnancy. 
A release date has not been set 
yet for this film. 

A casting call for a live action 
adaptation of “Aladdin” has just 
been released, calling for middle-
eastern leads. This request for 
Middle-Eastern actors is a relief 
to many who were worried that 
the film may be white-washed, as 

this happens to many adaptions 
of films that originally call for 
diverse casts. It will be interest-
ing to see who will get cast as the 
Genie in the upcoming movie. He 
or she will have to reprise the role 
previously filled by none other 
than the late Robin Williams, 
which will prove to be a daunt-
ing task. 

Audiences can expect a darker 
twist on the new adaptation of 
“Dumbo.” Tim Burton is set to 
direct the new film which will be 
a mix of CGI and live action. The 
story line of the beloved tale will 
most likely be modified from the 
1941 script for modern viewers. 
Writers will have to nix elements 
from the original movie such 

as the racially offensive crows 
whose leader’s name is Jim Crow. 
The plot will also be supplement-
ed with a story of a human family 
that parallels Dumbo’s, report-
edly. 

Another live action movie 
based on “101 Dalmatians” is in 
the works, this time based on the 
origin story of Cruella De Vil. 

Although the 
movie, “Cru-
ella,” will not 
be based on 
the plot of the 
original ani-
mated film, it 
promises to 
feature a tal-
ented cast, as 
Emma Stone 
is rumored 
to star as the 
infamous vil-
lain. 

Two proj-
ects based 
loosely on 
the story of 

“Peter Pan” are in the process of 
being produced over at Disney 
Studios. The first project is a live 
action adaptation of the classic 
“Peter Pan” story. As there have 
been several live action interpre-
tations of the story of the Boy 
Who Never Grew Up over the 
past few years, producers and 
screenwriters will have to invent 

a new angle that will appeal to 
audiences. 

The second project is an ori-
gin story behind Peter Pan’s fa-
mous sidekick, Tinker Bell. The 
Hollywood Reporter writes that 
Reese Witherspoon is favored to 
play the leading lady in “Tink.” 
Victoria Strouse, who co-wrote 
“Finding Dory,” is also writing 
the screenplay for this movie, 
promising a great storyline. Both 
of these movies are in very early 
stages of development.

Producers are clearly banking 
on the success of “Beauty and the 
Beast” and the hope that nostal-
gic millennials will flock to the 
theaters to relive their childhoods 
through the medium of film. 
Hopefully, these movies will help 
draw people back to the movie 
theaters. This potential influx of 
viewers is important for the Hol-
lywood Industry and Disney alike 
as crowds at the movies have been 
dwindling in recent years thanks 
to the rise of services like Netflix 
and Amazon Prime. Audiences 
can look forward to viewing 
these films on the big screen, but 
whether or not they prove to be as 
successful in box office sales re-
mains yet to be seen.

Maddy Sasso ’07  promotes Pinkly Perfect brand.
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By Caitlin Iadonisi ’19 and Ava 
Self ’17

On May 17, the Mount lacrosse 
team fell to Upper Merion in the 
first round of Districts with a final 
score of 13-12. 

While the Magic had a two-
goal lead heading into the second 
half, the deficit was not enough 
to deter a strong Upper Merion 
team. By the end of the second 
half, the score was tied 12-12, 
propelling the game into a sudden 
death overtime period. 

“We started the game really 
strong, but unfortunately at the 
start of overtime, Upper Merion 
was able to win the draw. They 
quickly capitalized on their pos-
session, and their attacker was 
able to beat our defender and we 
could not recover fast enough. 
The Upper Merion attacker got 
off a good shot that ended both 
the game and our season,” said 
senior co-captain Adrianna Man-
cini. 

This loss was a disappoint-
ing end to a promising season 
for Mount lacrosse. Heading into 
Districts with a 9-6 record, the 
team was hoping to progress a few 
rounds into the tournament after 
showing significant improvement 
as the season progressed. 

This season the team demon-
strated its dominance on the field 

in victories over Council Rock 
South, Council Rock North, Villa 
Joseph Marie and Country Day 
School of the Sacred Heart. How-
ever, the team showed the true 
depth of its potential in some of 
its toughest games of the season, 

against league foes Merion Mer-
cy and Gwynedd Mercy. 

 On May 11, Mount faced Mer-
ion in their last league game of 
the season. While the team lost 

14-13, many players regarded this 
game as a true testament to the 
squad’s motto “To the max.” 

“I think our best game this 
season was our Merion game,” 
said senior co-captain Kateri 
Krause. “Even though we lost by 

one goal, we gave 210% for the 
entire 50 minutes on the field. 
When we gave up a couple of 
goals to them, we answered back 
and never let them get ahead of 

us. This game really showed who 
we are as a team and what we can 
accomplish.” 

The Merion game came on 
the heels of a tough loss on May 
8 to rival Gwynedd Mercy. The 
team started out slow and soon 

fell four goals behind its oppo-
nent. The team did manage to get 
on the board, but collectively the 
group never found its rhythm, and 
the team lost with a final score of 

12-7. 
As the team’s run comes to an 

unanticipated, early close, one 
certainty is that the team sur-
passed the goals set out at the 
start of the season. 

In April, Coach Sheedy out-
lined his goal for the team, say-
ing, “Our goal is to improve every 
day and compete in every game 
we play.” 

The senior captains are proud 
of the team’s work towards this 
goal, and co-captain Ashley Pyne 
said, “We didn’t come out on top 
in every game we played, but we 
played well against the really 
good teams. We worked hard no 
matter what and gave it our best 
effort.” 

Co-captain Gwyn Manches-
ter said, “We worked together, 
we worked hard, we worked as a 
team and we gave it 100%.” 

Mancini said, “The seniors 
could not be prouder of our team 
and how much we have improved 
during the season. After the first 
few games, we were able to un-
derstand how each player worked 
and form a much stronger team 
bond. We became really close, 
and throughout the toughest 
games and practices, we could 
truly rely on one another.” 

Lax rebuilding season ensures future success

By Teleri Broomhead ’19 and 
Kaitlyn Przydzial ’19

Mount crew’s finishes at the 
Stotesbury Cup Regatta, May 
19-20, demonstrated hard work 
during the season. The  
JV8+ , JV4+ and Light-
weight8+ all won silver. 
The V8+ won a bronze 
medal. This was also 
the first year that every 
Mount boat qualified 
for the semi-finals. 

During the Phila-
delphia City Champi-
onship, May 6-7, the 
V8+, Lightweight8+ 
and JV8+ all won gold  
in the final with the 
V8+ winning the Lois 
Trench-Hines V8+ tro-
phy. 

“[Lois Trench-Hines] 
is the founder of Mount 
crew and has started 
a lot of initiatives for 
those interested in row-
ing,” said sophomore 
Katie Greed. 

Mount’s Light-
weight8+ also placed 
first for the third year 
in a row, winning the McKenna 
Lighweight8+ trophy, named af-
ter Mount Lightweight8+ and 
V8+ coach Mike McKenna.

Junior Karsen Healy said, “As 
a boat we were ecstatic to win the 

trophy for the third year in a row. 
Coach McKenna is an amazing 
coach, so we were excited to see 
the proud look on his face as we 
accepted his trophy.”

The 2V8+ and the JV4+A won 

silver medals, and the Light-
weight4+ won a bronze medal. 
Despite not competing with the 
team until the third week of Man-
ny Flicks, the Novice 8+ won sil-
ver and Freshman8+ and Fresh-

man4+ also won bronze medals. 
According to the team mem-

bers, the progression of the crew 
team this season is notable not 
only for their athletic perfor-
mance but also for their develop-

ment as a team. 
“[I remember when] a lot of 

girls crowded the grandstands 
during the V8+ sprint screaming, 
‘Go Mount, Go!’  It was very help-
ful for the girls and a great exam-

ple of the united spirit throughout 
Mount crew,” said sophomore 
Aydin McPhilemy. The V8+ 
ended up winning the sprint that 
day against Holy Spirit, who had 
beaten them two weeks prior in 

the fourth Manny Flick. 
During the regular season, the 

team took home the Manny Flick 
Points Trophy for the sixteenth 
consecutive year, winning by 
more than two hundred points. 

This trophy is awarded based 
on performance in the Manny 
Flick series, a set of five regattas 
that take place in the beginning 
of the season. Since the trophy is 
given based on cumulative points 

earned by all boats, the 
trophy is a symbol of the 
work that every girl on 
the team has put into the 
season. 

Greed said, “This 
whole season has been an 
opportunity for us all to 
grow closer. We have all 
had better bonding expe-
riences with both upper-
classmen and freshmen, 
who have been doing re-
ally well.”

On May 13-14, Mount 
crew sent five boats to 
the Mid-Atlantic Youth 
Championship. The re-
sults of that competition 
determine who will move 
on to Youth National 
Championships, which 
will be held in Sarasota, 
Florida. 

This year, the V8+, 
Lightweight8+ and Light-
weight4+ all qualified for 

National Championships. The 
JV8+ split into two boats to com-
pete in the Mid-Atlantic Cham-
pionship and one of those boats 
also qualified for Nationals.

Crew embarks on promising Champs season

Junior Natalie McNamara scored a team high seven goals in Mount’s loss to Gwynedd on 
May 11. Following the loss, the team’s record fell to 5-4 in league play. 

(left) JV4+ left to right: Kerry Faust ’18, Aileen Mansfield ’18, Eva Timoney ’19, Katelynn Clement ’18, 
Sophia Bernal ’19 (right) Seniors top row, left to right: Sam Altomare, Celine Mina, Olivia Snakard, Brooke 
Gimaro, Grace Comerford, Alex Natale. Bottom row, left to right: Emma Veon, Michelle Lipovsky, Paige 
Comtois, Emma french, Shannon Lostracco, Molly Whalen
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By Ryan Good ’19

At the Catholic Academy 
League Championships on May 
9 at Gwynedd Mercy College, the 
Mount track team topped Villa 
Joseph Marie High School by a 
fraction of a point, becoming the 
first Mount team to win the cham-
pionship meet.

The final score, 101.66 to 
101.33, reflected the tight race for 
first place. Mount and Villa Joe’s 
scores remained nearly identical 
for the duration of the meet, and 
both teams remained in conten-
tion for the title until the final 
event. In the end, the depth of 
Mount’s field events proved to be 
the key to victory, as junior Meg 
Dodaro claimed sixth place in 
the triple jump, securing the one 
point that propelled Mount to 
into first place. In claiming the 
championship, the Mount team, 
inspired by Coach Smitty’s motto 
“Why not us?”, beat favorite Villa  
Joe, the only team that defeated 
Mount in dual meets this season. 

Senior co-captain Gracie Gel-
one said, “Winning the cham-
pionship was one of the most 
exciting experiences I’ve had at 
the Mount. Every event and ev-
ery point counted because it was 
truly very close until the very 
end. The excitement when we 
found out we’d won was a feel-
ing I’d never felt before. Because 
it was Mount’s first championship 

in track, I felt as if we as a team 
were getting to 
leave our lega-
cy and that is 
a feeling un-
matched by 
any other.”

With the 
largest turnout 
ever for Mount 
track, it’s no 
wonder that 
the team had 
such a strong 
season. Led 
by senior cap-
tains sprinter 
Julie Hoover, 
thrower Grace 
Gelone, and 
distance run-
ners Kelly 
Ward and Car-
oline Kardish, 
the team end-
ed the regular 
season with 
seven wins 
and only one 
loss to Villa 
Joe in dual 
meets. As for 
invitationals, 
they won the 
Brother Je-
rome meet at 
Saint Basil. 

Senior cap-
tain Kelly 
Ward recounts 

the hard work and determina- tion of the team as, “This sea-
son went by 
really fast. I’d 
say that we’ve 
worked really 
hard at practice 
and [were] run-
ning a bunch of 
workouts and 
reaped the re-
wards of those 
workouts by 
improving each 
week.” 

Not only 
did the intense 
training from 
returning track 
team members 
prove its worth, 
but new runners 
also showed 
their talent and 
contributed im-
mensely to the 
team. 

F r e s h m a n 
Kylie McGov-
ern showed that 
she will be an 
important asset 
to the team in 
the upcoming 
years. At the 
Penn Relays, 
McGovern ran 
her best split 
of the season 
in the 4x400, 
coming close 

to the Mount record. She proved 
to be one to watch by keeping up 
with notable 400 meter runners 
from other Catholic Academy 
League schools. 

Along with McGovern, junior 
Jen Degroat emerged as a threat 
on the track in her rookie season. 
Degroat, who has run cross coun-
try but never track in her high 
school career, succeeded in every 
race ranging from the 400 meter 
to the 3200 meter. 

The field events displayed great 
performances by qualifying three 
members for districts. Sopho-
more Bridget Joyce surpassed 
the district qualifying height of 9 
feet 6 inches in the pole vault by 
clearing 10 feet 3 inches. Fresh-
man Kelly Rothenberg and junior 
Grace Digiovanni also qualified 
for districts, both clearing 5 feet 
1 inch in the high jump. 

When the team ended their 
remarkable season, they said 
goodbye to their beloved seniors, 
including three core members 
of the 4x100 relay team: Sarina 
Clary, Julie Hoover and Siobhan 
McBride, and other sprinters and 
long distance runners. Coach Mc-
Clernand expects next season to 
be equally as great, although she 
will “really miss our senior lead-
ership and wisdom.” 

  

Track makes Mount sports history:
Captures first Catholic Academy League Championship

By Kailyn Muhl ’19

The softball team currently 
holds an overall record of 14 wins 
and 4 losses, placing the Magic 
in second place in the Catholic 
Academy League, closely behind 
the first place team, Villa Maria 
Academy.

The Magic will be heading to 
districts on Wednesday, May 24 
seeded fifth in the district.   The 
team will play against Springfield 
High School of Delaware County 
at Mount at 4 p.m.

With a win on Wednesday, the 
team would move on to the sec-
ond round of play-offs on Friday, 
May 26.  The Magic needs two 
district wins in order to advance 
to states for first time in school 
history.

On the Mount’s senior day, 
May 12, the Magic defeated Naz-
areth Academy High School.  The 
team came from behind to beat 
the Nazareth Pandas 6-2.

Senior co-captain Ava Jancar-
ski says, “It is amazing to see the 
progress that the team has made 
over the past couple of years.” Se-
nior co-captains Angela Gervasi 
and Sofia Little agree with Jan-
carski who said, “I think our hard 
work and dedication this season 
is really paying off.”

On Sunday, April 30, Mount’s 
softball team had an outstanding 

comeback win against their rival, 
Gwynedd Mercy Academy, with 
a score of 4-3. 

In the first few innings, the 
Magic was unsuccessful when it 
came to scoring runs, and they 
were down 3-0 going into the 
last inning. With two outs against 

Mount, they managed to score 
four runs to win the game.

Gervasi said, “This game 
proved to us that we can come 
together as a team and overcome 
any obstacles thrown at us.” Little 
added, “It also showed us that 
we have to keep working hard, 

and we cannot underestimate any 
team if we want to win the Catho-
lic Academy League.”

On April 27, Mount wiped out 
Merion Mercy Academy with a 
15-0 win, evidence of the team’s 
progress. Contributing to the 
Magic’s win were Gervasi with a 

grand slam and Junior Lila Moore 
with a home run. 

On Monday, April 10, Mount 
lost to defending league champi-
ons, Villa Maria Academy. With 
the final score of 4-1, the Magic 
has yet to defeat the Villa Maria 
softball team over the past few 
years. Moore said, “It was dis-
appointing losing to Villa Maria 
again this year, but we will con-
tinue to practice our fundamen-
tals and hopefully beat them dur-
ing playoffs.”

As the team approaches Dis-
tricts, Coach Bill Thompson said, 
“As long as we keep our mistakes 
to a minimum and capitalize on 
the opponent’s mistakes, we will 
have great success this year.” 

Like Coach Thompson, the 
team also thinks that they have a 
good chance of advancing in Dis-
tricts.

Gervasi said, “It is Coach 
Thompson’s last year coaching 
for Mount and we want to win  
for him.” 

Junior Danielle Hughes added, 
“He has been saying from the 
start of the season that this is our 
year to make it far in districts, 
and we want to prove that he [is] 
right.”

Softball slides into 2nd place in leagues

Seniors Julianne Burns, Mary Fuchs, Ava Jancarski, Sofia Little and Angela Gervasi 
celebrate a win over Nazareth Academy High School on their senior day, May 12.

Senior captains Kelly Ward, Caroline Kardish, Julie Hoover 
and Grace Gelone proudly hold the championship trophy.
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