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By Elena Granda ’21 and Jenny 
Seminack ’21

“Last year everyone died… 
this year everyone dances!” said 
Mrs. Maggie Doyle, director of 
the Mount’s fall 2018 musical, 
“Grease.” This high-energy musi-
cal about the lives of high school 
students in the fifties is a stark 
contrast from last year’s musical 
“Les Mis.” There are definitely 
situations in “Grease” with which 
everyone can relate: tackling com-
mon high school problems such as 
identity issues, cliques and compli-
cated relationships—this is not a 
show to miss! 

Even though the story takes 
place in the fifties, the cast and 
director discussed how the charac-
ters are relatable to high schoolers 
today. Mrs. Doyle said, “It speaks 
to the angst and pleasures of be-
ing a teenager, whether it was the 
1950’s or 2018.” Senior Amanda 
Lamphere, who plays the role of 
Sandy, said that she spent a lot of 
time contemplating how to best 
portray her role.

 “As I delved into the character, 
I realized Sandy is not as simple as 
she seems. She’s soft yet has mo-
ments of strength. She is one of the 

only characters that stands up to 
Rizzo, arguably the toughest char-
acter. The whole show Sandy is 
continually trying to find herself, 
and it’s been an amazing experi-
ence getting to explore aspects of 
myself while exploring the role of 
Sandy,” she said.

 Neil Devlin, a senior at Pennsyl-
vania Leadership Charter School, 
plays the male lead Danny Zuko. 
“When I started this process, I was 
worried that I didn’t relate to Dan-
ny enough to play him. However, 
having dug into the script so much 
and invested myself in this charac-
ter, I now realize we have a lot in 
common. . . What makes him so 
special is that at his core, he truly 
is a nice guy who doesn’t know ex-
actly what he wants. All he knows 
is that he wants everyone to be 
happy with him. He’s complex, 
confusing and challenging to ap-
proach as an actor but I have loved 
every moment of creating him.”

Throughout the show, the cast 
of “Grease” performs fun clas-
sics that everyone will recognize. 
When asked about their favorite 
musical numbers, both instructors 
and performers consistently men-
tion “Summer Nights” because it 
is such an iconic song that features 

both the T-Birds and the Pink La-
dies. Musical Director Mr. Donald 
Holdren has a special memory of 
“Summer Nights.” 

“The first time we sang through 
‘Summer Nights,’ I knew we had 
a fantastic show,” he said. “The 
energy in this cast is amazing, and 
that song really characterizes how 
special this particular group is.” 
Any cast member will tell you that 
by the end of the night, the audi-
ence will be dancing in the aisles 
and singing in their seats! 

The cast of “Grease” cordially 
invites you to come and enjoy the 
show with them on November 2, 3, 
8, 9 and 10 at 7:30 p.m. and No-
vember 4 at 2 pm.  Devlin said, 
“I hope the audiences have a joy-
ous night in the theater. ‘Grease’ 
is filled with fun and nostalgia, 
but I want people to also take it 
seriously. In high school, every-
thing that happens to you is a first-
whether it be a first love, a first car 
or first heartbreak. Everything in 
high school is a matter of life and 
death (until you’re older and real-
ize it wasn’t that big of a deal). I 
hope they see the nuances and the 
subtleties of these characters, and 
I hope it reminds them of fond 
memories!”
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