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Charity Day benefits “the dear neighbor”

By Natalie Sheridan ’20

For every Mountie, present 
and past, one word captures her 
Mount experience: Sisterhood. 

Spirit Week 
2 019,—Febr ua r y 
25 through March 
1,—fittingly named 
“Shining in Sister-
hood,” was a week-
long celebration of 
activities, assem-
blies, dress down 
days and a lively 
pep rally, culminat-
ing in Charity Day. 
While the weather 
postponed Charity 
Day to Thursday, 
March 7, the spirit 
of the week was 
very much alive.

“Everyone loved 
it,” said Vice Presi-
dent of Institutional 
Advancement, Mrs. 
Jody Romano, who 
worked with the stu-
dent Spirit Week Committee on 
designing and implementing the 
week’s activities.

Junior Bernadette Shields, 
head of the committee of ap-
proximately 40 girls, suggested 
the week’s theme to honor the 

memory and legacy of President 
S. Kathleen Brabson.  

“We wanted Spirit Week to 
show an appreciation for all Sis-
ter Kathleen did for the Mount 

and show how we’re all ‘stars’ 
in our own way, as a community 
and as individuals,” said Shields. 

Spirit Week is the brainchild 
of a group of students who en-
visioned a way to promote 100 
percent student participation in 

donating to the Mount Fund, 
which aids in supporting the 
Fall Musical, The Firebirds and 
the Innovation Center, as well as 
financial aid and athletic equip-

ment, concerts and instruments, 
club expenses, new furniture and 
technology.

After their success with last 
year’s event, the committee 
looked to improve and grow the 
experience for the student body. 

The committee split up  into five 
different sub-committees:  ac-
tivities, assembly, decorating, fi-
nance and hype.

“Being on the Spirit Week 

Committee really brought out 
the love I have for the Mount 
community,” said junior, com-
mittee member Mae Sweeney.

The main goal this year, which 
was successful, was to reach 100 
percent participation from all 

grades at Mount. Additionally, 
the senior class challenged the 
alumnae to match their 115 gifts 
(one for each senior). To date, 
alumnae gifts have surpassed 

this goal with 160 gifts. 
“Spirit Week has opened 

my eyes to see that the 
sisterhood of the Mount 
community is greater than 
we realize. Our sisters and 
alumnae are always look-
ing to better our commu-
nity in order to make our 
high school experiences 
memorable,” said junior, 
committee member Libby 
Fecak.

Donations are still com-
ing in, according to Mrs. 
Romano, who added the 
goal this year is to raise 
$700,000. Contributions 
to the Mount Fund begin 
on July 1 and end on June 
30.

“Spirit Week was a 
huge success because of 
the tireless efforts of the 

girls on the committee, as well as 
Mrs. McFadden, Mrs. Lamphere 
and all of the Mount colleagues 
and alums who helped and par-
ticipated. I think Sister Kathleen 
would have been very proud!” 
said Mrs. Romano.

Spirit Week “shines in sisterhood”

By Emilie Halfpenny ’20

Each year the Mount comes 
together as a school community 
for Charity Day when students 
get to share their talents with 
each other all while benefiting 
good causes. 

This year’s Charity Day cele-
bration benefited two senior-cho-
sen charities that have personal 
connections to the Mount com-
munity: Brian’s Buddies and the 
Sisters of Saint Joseph Welcome 
Center.

Senior Nora Hogan proposed 
Brian’s Buddies, a charity found-
ed by her aunt, Lisa Bruder ’88. 
Bruder founded Brian’s Bud-
dies after her son Brian was 
diagnosed with Dense Deposit 

Disease in 2014. All of the fund-
raising that Brian’s Buddies does 
goes directly to the only organi-
zation that conducts research for 
bettering the treatment of DDD: 
Kidneeds. 

DDD is an ultra-rare autoim-
mune disease that affects only 
two to three people out of one 
million. Fifty percent of the peo-
ple who have DDD experience 
kidney failure sometime within 
10 years of being diagnosed. 
Kidneys that are transplanted are 
also attacked by the disease, so 
treatment is necessary to keep 
patients from a lifetime on di-
alysis. The research Kidneeds 
conducts helps make life with-
out dialysis possible for kids like 
Brian.

“As Lisa’s niece and fellow 
Mount sister, I want to do what-
ever I can to support her and her 
organization,” said Hogan, add-
ing, “I want to shine in sister-
hood with my Mount sisters in 
helping find a cure for DDD.” 

The Sisters of Saint Joseph 
Welcome Center was proposed 
by senior Lily Howard. The cen-
ter is run by the Sisters of Saint 
Joseph and works to aid immi-
grants through the processes of 
learning English and passing the 
citizenship test. The Sisters and 
other volunteers teach English 
and history classes and offer le-
gal aid as people try to navigate 
the immigration process. 

Lily began volunteering at the 
Welcome Center when she was a 

sophomore at the Mount. Each 
year sophomores get to choose 
where they would like to volun-
teer on their retreat, and the Wel-
come Center happens to be one 
of the places students can visit. 
On the week leading up to retreat 
day, sophomores are asked to 
bring in donations, and all of the 
contributions go to the Welcome 
Center.

“The Welcome Center fully 
embodies the mission of the 
Mount,” said Howard. “The Cen-
ter is founded upon courage, con-
viction and compassion. Courage 
to reach out to a targeted, vulner-
able community. Conviction to 
stand up against injustice in the 
face of adversity. And compas-
sion to recognize the suffering 

of another despite never feeling 
it yourself.”

Both charities work to help 
two great causes that “serve the 
dear neighbor.” By shining in sis-
terhood throughout Spirit Week 
this year, the Mount was also 
able to help two great causes.

For more information on how 
to get involved with Brian’s Bud-
dies, contact Nora Hogan at nho-
gan19@msjastudent.org or visit 
the Facebook page https://m.
facebook.com/Buddiesforbrian/
posts. 

If you want to get involved 
with the Welcome Center, con-
tact Lily Howard at lhoward19@
msjastudent.org or visit the web-
site at http://ssjwelcomecenter.
org/get-involved/.

Senior Nora Hogan with 
her aunt, founder of Brian’s 
Buddies, Lisa Bruder ’88.

Senior Charity Day hosts Lily Doyle, Caro-
line Timoney, Nora Hogan, Eva Timoney and 
Katherine Christen dazzled the crowd!

Seniors Libby Patton, Rachel Shields, Mol-
lyKate McDonough, Ryan Good and Allie 
Prue are all-smiles for their last Charity Day.

Senior Lily Howard accept-
ing Charity Day funds for 
the SSJ Welcome Center.

(Left) Sophomore Jaylen Baron, Dean of Students Mrs. Kathleen Guyger and junior Bernadette Shields were 
part of the team who organized fun activities during Spirit Week, including Tie Dye Day (right).
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By Sarah Alessandrini ’19

On January 21, Abington 
Township honored Kelley Hodge, 
Esq. ’89, the first African Ameri-
can female District Attorney of 
Philadelphia, during its MLK 
Day commemorative event. 

“The common theme was 
[MLK] and what he represented 
and his work,” said Hodge, who, 
in addition to receiving the honor, 
also gave the commemoration 
keynote address. The 34th annual 
event took place at the Abington 
Senior High School Auditorium. 
Hodge said the event focused on 
Dr. King’s message of “equity, 
fairness, justice and opportunity,” 
and noted these same principles 
when discussing her own career 
in law. She said the cases she has 
dealt with have tended to focus 
on “making sure everyone had a 
fair shot and everyone had the op-
portunity to succeed and excel in 
life.” 

“I have had an interest over 
the years in cases of people that 
I feel have been marginalized or 
haven’t really had people advo-
cate for them,” she said. 

On May 8, Hodge will be hon-
ored again, this time by Girls, 
Inc., at their 17th Annual “Smart, 
Strong, and Bold” Breakfast at 
the Union League in Philadel-

phia. According to the organiza-
tion’s website, Girls, Inc. partners 
with schools and youth centers 
across Philadelphia, Montgomery 
and Camden counties to deliver 
“life-changing programs and 
experiences” to girls ages 6-18. 
Hodge said she became familiar 
with the organization from previ-
ous work she’d 
done within the 
school district 
of Philadel-
phia. She said 
she is “very ex-
cited” to have 
the opportunity 
to be honored 
alongside two 
other women—
Sandy Pfeffer, 
a Managing 
Director in the 
Advisory prac-
tice of Deloitte 
and Touche 
LLP, and Judy 
Vredenburgh, 
President and 
CEO of Girls, 
Inc. 

“ L o o k i n g 
at those other 
women and 
what they’ve 
done in their 
careers, it’s re-

ally nice to have the chance to sit 
alongside them and to be recog-
nized by an organization that’s 
promoting young women,” Hodge 
said. “That’s the Mount, right!” 

Hodge said that her classes and 
working with the Community 
Service Corps during her time at 
Mount fostered her desire to ad-

vocate for people who were mar-
ginalized.

Her interest in law began in 
grade school, when her father 
would take her and her classmates 
to his law office at the Montgom-
ery County Courthouse. 

“I didn’t necessarily know that 
I was going to be a lawyer,” she 

said. “I was just 
intrigued by the 
setting and the 
whole building 
and what was 
going on there.”

At this point 
in her career, 
Hodge has 
worked on a 
wealth of cases 
involving mat-
ters such as 
criminal law, 
education and 
civil rights, 
s p e c i f i c a l l y 
sexual and 
gender-based 
h a r a s s m e n t . 
Hodge earned 
her law de-
gree from the 
University of 
Richmond and 
began her le-
gal career as a 
public defend-

er in Richmond. Before her term 
as DA, Hodge worked to imple-
ment new sexual harassment laws 
at the University of Virginia. 
In July 2017, she was sworn in 
as the 25th District Attorney of 
Philadelphia, one of the largest 
prosecutor offices in the country. 
She is currently with the law firm 
of Elliott Greenleaf, P.C. in Blue 
Bell, PA. 

 Hodge said she is grateful for 
“the opportunity of the Mount” 
and “what it has provided to me in 
terms of the level of confidence, 
humility, care, concern, the abil-
ity to see limitless potential in 
anything that I really put my 
mind to and what I want to do.” 

“And just really wonderful 
relationships,” Hodge said. “La-
dies from my class, we get to-
gether for book club as often as 
we can—although we’re all very 
busy—because we like to connect 
with each other . . . [W]e like to 
go back to our roots, which was 
discussing and debating, learn-
ing things, sharing things and 
making each other laugh. Those 
things carry with you, and that’s 
what I got from the Mount.” 

Hodge served on the Mount 
Board of Directors for six years 
on the Development Committee. 
She continues to volunteer today 
on the Marketing Committee. 

Kelley Hodge ’89 honored on MLK Day

Wayne Luker, Commissionner of Abington Township, and his 
wife, Harriet, honor Kelley Hodge, Esq. ’89 at the township’s 
MLK Day commemorative event as the first African American 
female District Attorney of Philadelphia.

By Riley Mulligan ’19

Mr. Ryan Lattanze comes to 
the Mount as the Guidance De-
partment’s new administrative 
assistant “straight 
out of Chestnut Hill 
College,” graduat-
ing in 2018 with a 
Bachelor of Arts in 
Psychology. 

When asked 
about his transition 
to the Mount, Mr. 
Lattanze told The 
Campanile, “[I]t 
has been everything 
plus. It’s been won-
derful.” 

While a student 
at Chestnut Hill, Mr. 
Lattanze interned 
as a guidance coun-
selor at Pope John 
Paul II High School 
under the supervi-
sion of Mrs. Mary 
Frances Traywick 
(who joined Mount’s 
Guidance Depart-
ment in the fall of 
2018). 

“I knew this was 
a good place for 
me,” Mr. Lattanze 
said of the Mount. 
“Catholic school is 
everything I know. I went through 
Catholic school 12 years. And es-
pecially with the Sisters of Saint 
Joseph. I had them as a student, so 
knowing their values and mission 
is something I understand and am 
looking forward to furthering.”

Mrs. Traywick told The Cam-
panile she was thrilled to have 
Mr. Lattanze come work at the 
Mount because “he did such an 
outstanding job [at Pope John 

Paul II] and was so much fun to 
work with.”

“He completes any task and 
is a total team player,” said Mrs. 
Amy Balcer, Head of the Guid-
ance Department. Mrs. Balcer 
commented on Mr. Lattanze’s 

seamless transition to his posi-
tion, saying, “His skills and abil-
ity allowed him to just jump in 
and be able to perform and do 
and support the guidance staff 

any way that we 
would need it.” 

S p e a k i n g 
about his future 
at the Mount, 
Lattanze said, 
“I would love to 
transition into a 
guidance coun-
selor position 
if possible.” He 
will begin post 
graduate classes 
next September 
at Chestnut Hill 
College. “As I 
plan on staying 
here, I plan on 
getting more in-
volved with other 
Mount activi-
ties,” he added.

In Mr. Lat-
tanze’s free time 
now he is a proud 
and hardworking 
volunteer fire-
fighter and has 
been for the past 
10 years. 

The Mount 
offers a belated 

welcome to Mr Lattanze.  Ac-
cording to Mrs. Traywick, Mr. 
Lattanze has only good qualities 
to benefit the Mount community. 
His “one flaw,” she added: “He is 
a Dallas Cowboys fan!”

By Brigit Ferry ’20

Mount has earned the College 
Board’s AP Computer Science 
Female Diversity Award. This 
prestigious award was given to 
only 685 schools out of more than 
18,000 for female student rep-
resentation in an AP Computer 
Science course for 2018. Specifi-

cally, Mount is one of 490 schools 
that have received this award for 
AP Computer Science Principles 
(AP CSP). 

“We’re honored by this rec-
ognition and are proud of our 
students studying computer sci-
ence for their achievements,” said 
Principal Dr. Judith Caviston.

Mrs. Margaret Toth, Depart-
ment Chair for Business and 
Technology Education, said she 
is honored to be recognized by 
the College Board this year. Mrs. 
Toth has worked diligently to 
provide an opportunity for Mount 
girls to have access to computer 
science courses. 

After initially hearing about 

AP CSP in 2013, Mrs. Toth be-
came interested in the curricu-
lum, and studied the development 
of the course.

 “I wanted to bring [AP CSP] 
to the Mount because I thought 
that it would be a great way to 
infuse computer science into our 
offerings,” she said. “I can’t stress 
enough how important it is for 

women to be educated in the field 
of computer science. In Pennsyl-
vania alone, there are 20,000 jobs 
in computer science that need to 
be filled and the starting salaries 
are very attractive.”

Since its inception in the 2016-
2017 school year, Mrs. Toth said 
she is excited to have had 2 full 
classes of 22 girls each, making 
Mount students some of the first 
to take the AP test for this newly 
developed course.

Dr. Caviston said, “We’re com-
mitted to continuing to provide 
our students with access to AP 
Computer Science courses to help 
prepare a more diverse workforce 
in critical STEM jobs.” 

Mount earns CSP Award

The Mount won the CSP Female Diversity Award this year.

Mr. Ryan Lattanze joins Guidance

Mrs. Mary Frances Traywick, counselor, and Mr. Ryan 
Lattanze, administrative assistant of the Guidance Dept.
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Mini-THON breaks fundraising goal

By Molly Duffy ’19

Mounties’ passion for the kids 
does not always end after their 
Mount Mini-THON years. Many 
Mount alumnae have continued 
their love for THON by taking 
part in Penn State’s THON.  Penn 
State seniors and Mount alum-
nae Megan McPaul ’15 and Jess 
Tyrrell ’15 have been involved 
with THON throughout their four 
years at Penn State.

For McPaul, Mount Mini-
THON was a significant reason 
she decided to become involved 
with Penn State THON.  She was 
on Mount’s Mini-THON Com-
mittee her senior year and com-
mented that both THONs empha-
size “how important it is to have a 
sense of camaraderie and friend-
ship with your fellow committee 
members, as it is important in 
ensuring success in both events.”

During McPaul’s freshman 
and sophomore years at Penn 

State, she was on the Dancer Re-
lations Committee. While in this 
position, she motivated a THON 
dancer to stand for 46 hours.  
Her junior year, she was an Op-
erations Leader on the Entertain-
ment Committee and occupied 
the event’s spectators.  During 
this year, her fourth and final year, 
McPaul was an Alumni Group 

Liaison Captain on the Donor and 
Alumni Relations Committee in 
which she created all fundraising 
pages for Alumni Chapters of the 
Penn State Alumni Association 
and assisted them in fundraising 
successfully.  

McPaul said, “The compas-
sionate volunteers in both [Mount 
Mini-THON and Penn State 

THON] have a common goal: to 
eradicate childhood cancer and 
one day dance in celebration of a 
cure.”

At the Mount, Tyrrell was nev-
er involved with Mini-THON,  but 
she has been a member of Penn 
State THON’s Rules and Regu-
lations Committee for all of her 
four years at Penn State.  In 2018, 

she held a position on the com-
mittee of Online Giving in which 
she built and managed THON’s 
online giving platform, Donor-
Drive—the same platform Mini-
THON uses.  She said, “This was 
our first year using DonorDrive, 
so it was definitely a crazy posi-
tion to have.”

This year, Tyrrell was chosen 
to serve on the THON 2019 Ex-
ecutive Committee as Fundrais-
ing Safety Director. In this posi-
tion, she oversaw and facilitated 
all student fundraising efforts 
and worked with over 400 student 
THON organizations “to ensure 
the safety and efficiency of fund-
raising practices.” 

Of her role, she said, “My main 
focus was to create connections 
with professional contacts and 
organizations, as well as provide 
the captains with the tools they 
need to be successful to ensure 
that THON’s fundraising model 
is sustainable for years to come.”

Morgan Weiss ’15 fosters working dogs with PVWDC
By Stow Weiss ’19

Dogs are a man’s best friend, 
but in the case of Morgan Weiss 
’15, dogs are a woman’s best 
friend. 

Weiss has been a dog lover 
since she was a baby. She was 
obsessed with their soft fur and 
precious paws, and the dogs were 
equally intrigued by the baby 
fuzz on top of her head. 

Now a senior at Drexel Uni-
versity, Weiss is still trying to get 
her daily dose of doggie as often 
as possible. “I’ve wanted my own 
dog for as long as I can remember 
and I have been counting down 
the days until I can finally afford 
to take care of my own,” she said. 

Because she did not have the 
schedule and funds to accommo-
date the needs of a dog, Weiss had 
to find an alternative that allowed 

her to have a 
dog in small in-
crements. Her 
search led her 
to the Penn Vet 
Working Dog 
Center.

The Penn 
Vet Work-
ing Dog Cen-
ter (PVWDC) 
is a branch of 
the University 
of Pennsylva-
nia Veterinary 
School. Penn Vet 
Working Dogs 
are specially 
trained canines 
that are fostered 
until they are bought by agen-
cies that require their expertise 
in scent detection, rubble search-
ing and various other skills. The 

dogs’ full-time fosters drive the 
dogs to “school” Monday through 
Friday every week where the dogs 
will train for eight hours.

To provide re-
lief for the fos-
ters, Penn Vet 
has backup fos-
ters on retainer, 
such as Weiss.

“They were 
looking for more 
people to be 
backup fosters, 
which means 
that you foster 
the working dogs 
when their full-
time foster par-
ents go on trips 
and vacations,” 
said Weiss. 

She has had 
the opportunity 

to foster Labrador Retrievers and 
German Shepherds because they 
are the most common type of 
working dog at the PVWDC. 

Weiss said she has fostered 
a dog for as little as two days to 
as long as a week. Two dogs she 
previously fostered graduated and 
were sold to  a company in Ari-
zona where they will provide aid 
and relief to the recent victims of 
the wildfires. 

Although falling in love with 
dogs she won’t be able to keep is 
difficult, Weiss said that seeing 
the dogs go on to save lives is the 
best part of her experience.

“The most rewarding part of 
fostering is definitely when they 
graduate. Saying bye to the dogs 
can be sad, especially when they 
graduate and I know I most likely 
won’t see them again; however, I 
know that all of the dogs are mov-
ing on to do great things. After 
I’ve taken care of a working dog, 
seeing them graduate makes me 
so proud.”

By Molly Duffy ’19
The Mount’s sixth annual 

Mini-THON was a huge suc-
cess, once again breaking the 
school’s fundraising record 
for this event. This year, se-
nior, Chair Maeve McCarthy 
and junior, Co-Chair Maura 
Langella led the committee to 
surpass their goal of $70,000. 

Students danced in their 
tutus and blue glitter for ten 
hours, raising over $80,000 
for the Four Diamonds Foun-
dation in the fight against pe-
diatric cancer! 

There were also various ac-
tivites, including committee-
led Zumba, Minute to Win it 
games, lip sync battles and 
a Dance Club performance. 
Dancers also made cards for 
children battling cancer. 

McCarthy summarized 
the night, saying, “It was so 
amazing to see everyone come 
together to be a part of some-
thing bigger than themselves.” 

Jess Tyrrell ’15 (left), Fundraising Safety Director 
of THON, with Mason Ramsey; Megan McPaul 
’15 (above), Alumni Group Liaison Captain 

Morgan Weiss  ’15  pampers one of her adorable foster 
dogs from the Penn Vet Working Dog Center.



Features
Pa g e  4  T h e  C a m pa n i l e  A p r i l  2 0 1 9

Book Club ignites love of reading
By Brigit Ferry ’20

 
Juniors Michaelina Carter and 

Erin Taylor are on a mission to re-
ignite an interest in reading in the 
Mount community through their 
revitalization of Book Club.  

“Michaelina and I were talking 
to [librarians] Mrs. Moser and 
Mrs. Mulligan about how maybe 
only one or two girls were check-
ing out books from the library,” 
said Taylor. 

Mrs. Moser said she has no-
ticed a significant decline in read-
ing by Mount girls.

“Unfortunately, our Mount-
ies aren’t reading anymore. I’ve 
been here almost 20 years, and 
I’ve always had a large clique of 
every incoming freshmen class 
who were book lovers and loved 
to read. I couldn’t buy books fast 
enough for them,” she said. “And 
now with the iPad, social media 
and smart phones, [reading] has 
dropped.”

 In the past two years, the li-
brarians have also had to free up 
room for technology spaces with 
the renovation of the library.

According to Carter and Tay-
lor, the librarians suggested the 
girls start up Book Club again. 
With the support of both librar-
ians, the girls got to work in the 
fall of 2017, determined to grow 
the club and spread their love for 
and belief in reading.

 “I think it’s sad that reading is 
becoming a ‘dying art’ and that’s 
kind of the reason why Erin and 
I restarted the Book Club,” said 
Carter. “Everyone’s just texting 
each other and everything’s on-
line now, but I think Book Club is 
a space for people not only to ap-
preciate books, but also to appre-
ciate the importance of language. 
There’s something about the way 
authors construct words together 
that I think is so interesting and 
so important. And I feel we’re 
losing that as a generation. Read-
ing books cultivates in people 

an ability to think creatively and 
actually struggle with questions 
and be imaginative and problem 
solve.”

Taylor added, “Reading really 
develops any skill that you can 
possibly think of, even just your 
ability to write well, it comes 
from reading. I don’t know how 
to stress that enough.”

“I think all of us can agree that 
in our free time we would rather 
be watching a Netflix TV show 
than reading a book. But maybe 
it’s because we never had the right 
books to read or we never felt the 
incentive. Book Club is a way for 
people to feel motivated to read 

and actually re-discover their 
love and interest in it.” 

Although both having busy 
schedules, the girls make reading 
and Book Club their priority. As 
Taylor said, “You make time for 
the things you want to do.” 

 Math teacher Mrs. Lisa Rovner 
has recently joined Book Club 
as a member. She said she has 
always loved reading but finds 
it hard to make time during the 
school year. With joining Book 
Club, Mrs. Rovner said she now 
makes the time to read.

 “For me it’s an escape. I lose 
myself when I’m in a book. [Book 

Club] makes me want to read,” 
said Mrs. Rovner.

 Carter and Taylor get the mem-
bers involved in choosing which 
book to read each month.  While 
the choices come from a wide va-
riety of genres, they are geared 
towards young adults. Carter and 
Taylor have a running Google 
Sheet filled with books that inter-
est them. Every month or so, they 
send out a survey to the club and 
each member chooses from three 
books on the sheet.

 “We also want books that are 
going to spark discussion. We are 
not interested in getting the next 
‘Twilight’ novel.  We are interest-

ed in getting . . . maybe it could 
be a romance novel, but maybe it 
will deal with something that’s 
harder for somebody to talk about 
or an element we can relate to,” 
said Taylor. “We want a discus-
sion to be driven by the book that 
we choose.” 

The club meets regularly 
month to month to give their 
readers time to finish the book 
and prepare for group discussion. 
Meeting to meeting, attendance 
ranges from fewer than 10 girls to 
up to 20. Both leaders construct 
a rough outline of the meeting’s 
agenda, but once they get going 

with one or two questions, Tay-
lor said, “The discussion kind of 
takes on a life of its own and its 
starts to go into what the girls 
want to talk about.” 

If there is a lull in the discus-
sion, the girls introduce new 
questions. Carter said that the 
meetings tend to be “freeform,” 
but there is somewhat of a struc-
ture for what will go on. 

“We are all united by the same 
interest and reading the book 
and the excitement of it. Because 
we are all different, I think that 
brings a unique lens to the con-
versation—everyone brings her 
own opinion,” said Taylor. “Di-
versity is the key to good discus-
sion, and reading allows us to 
have that good discussion. What 
we need for a productive and 
beautiful life is just that kind of 
thinking, and I think you can get 
that through books.” 

Carter added, “Everyone’s 
willing to listen to everyone else’s 
opinions, but also offer her own.” 

Carter emphasized that there 
is never anyone who is afraid 
to speak her mind, even if she 
doesn’t like the book. Every girl 
is respectful of the others. 

Junior Nasya Stinson concurs. 
“It’s very laid back, relaxed, 
friendly and incredibly respect-
ful. Even when we don’t agree on 
something, no one gets too heated 
or out of hand,” said Stinson.

 When asked about group dis-
cussion and the dynamics of the 
members during meetings, Mrs. 
Rovner said, “I am always really 
impressed by how thoughtful ev-
erybody’s answers are.”

When asked about the future 
plans for Book Club, both Tay-
lor and Carter said that the most 
important thing for them is to see 
the continuance of the tradition 
after they graduate.

“We just want to make sure 
that for the next generations that 
come to Mount, reading is still 
valued, said Taylor.

On the rise in Philly: Independent Bookstores
By Kate Taulane ’20 

Although bookstores appear 
to be on the brink of extinction, 
in Philadelphia and other cities 
across the nation, bookstores are 
on the rise. 

Due to the rise of technology 
and e-books, people have begun 
to rely less on paper books, caus-
ing a serious decline in sales in 
bookstores across the country, 
in both large chains and small, 
independent stores. However, in 
recent years, this trend has begun 
to reverse.  

According to the American 
Booksellers Association, sales of 
printed books have been increas-
ing every year since 2013, which 
has led to an increase in book-
stores. In Philadelphia alone, the 
number of bookstores increased 
fifteen percent between late 2017 
and 2018. 

This new wave of stores’ ad-
aptation to modern life is what is 
pushing the increase; many book-

stores today include a cafe or soft 
space where readers can sit back 
and grab something to eat, while 
others incorporate technology 
into their stores. 

Shakespeare and Co., a New 
York based bookstore which re-
cently opened in Rittenhouse 
Square, includes an aspect of 
modern life into their stores 
through their “espresso book ma-
chine.” This blending of technol-
ogy and books allows customers 
to print any of the roughly seven 
million book titles in stores if 
they cannot find it in store. The 
book prints in approximately five 
minutes and customers receive it 
warm from the printer and at the 
same price as a previously printed 
book. Customers can also print 
out any original work that they 
would like bound.  

Another bookstore that is try-
ing new ideas to draw in custom-
ers is A Novel Idea on Passyunk 
Avenue in South Philly. The 
store, founded by couple Alex-

ander Schneider and Christina 
Rosso-Schneider, has a mission 
to “support and nurture writers 
and readers from all walks of 
life who live in greater Philadel-
phia,” according to their website.
To help fulfill their mission, the 
store holds workshops and lec-
tures for up-and-coming authors 
in the area. The owners hope they 
will inspire young writers in the 
Philadelphia area to continue to 
grow through the workshops they 
offer, and eventually be featured 
in their store. 

Uncle Bobbie’s Coffee and 
Books, located in Germantown, 
opened in 2017. Founder, Tem-
ple University professor, author 
and social commentator Marc 
Lamont Hill, believes the Phila-
delphia community is missing a 
hub of African American culture 
and literature, something he cher-
ished at his Uncle Bobbie’s house 
as a child. His house “was the 
first place that kind of opened  up 
to me the idea of literacy being an 

expression of who we are as Black 
people,” Hill told The Philadel-
phia Tribune. Hill hopes that his 
store can bring a renewed love for 
African American literature and 
unite the Germantown communi-
ty around it. Uncle Bobbie’s hosts 
a full calendar of events, featur-
ing local and independent author 
talks, children’s story hours, dis-
cussion groups and films.

The oldest bookstore in Phila-
delphia,  The Book Trader, locat-
ed in Old City, looks like a mess of 
books, but this “organized chaos” 
is what has allowed the store to be 
in business for over 40 years. The 
store allows customers to either 
purchase one of their thousands 
of used books or trade in their 
own books for a discounted price. 
Customers can always find new 
books as well amongst the wall to 
wall stacks of books. 

Philadelphia is one of the best 
cities for the serious bibliophile. 
Get out there and find your favor-
ite!

Juniors Michaelina Carter and Erin Taylor, the founders of 
Mount’s renewed Book Club, participate in a meeting.

Book Club 
recommends:

By Brigit Ferry ’20

“I’ll Give You the Sun” 
by Jandy Nelson

“I’ll Give You the Sun” is 
a young adult fiction coming 
of age story that is told from 
the alternating perspectives of 
teenage twins, a boy and girl 
named Noah and Jude. Each of 
them narrates from a different 
side of an accident that forever 
changed their lives. Published 
in 2014, the novel has won sev-
eral awards including the 2015 
Printz Award for Excellence in 
Young Adult Literature.

Junior Margaret Anne Bor-
neman suggests this novel 
because “[it] has everything. 
It is a coming of age story 
filled with loss, self-discovery, 
struggle, art, faith and friend-
ship. The style of storytelling is 
unique, entertaining and keeps 
a reader on the edge of his or 
her seat.”

“Monster” 
by Walter Dean

“Monster” is the story of 
16-year-old Steve Harmon, a 
young African American boy 
on trial for the murder of a 
drugstore owner in Harlem. 
The story is told from Steve’s 
perspective, through a screen-
play he writes about his ex-
perience. This novel has won 
and been nominated for many 
prestigious awards such as the 
1999 National Book Award for 
Young People’s Literature.

Math teacher Mrs. Lisa 
Rovner suggests this great 
read, saying, “The way it’s 
written [makes it] a fast and 
easy read. Within three hours 
I was halfway through. It was a 
great book.”

“One of Us Lying” 
by Karen M. McManus

“One of Us Lying” is an 
engrossing murder mystery 
surrounding five students at 
Bayview High. After all five 
students end up in detention, 
disaster strikes and one boy, 
Simon, ends up dead. Accord-
ing to authorities, his death 
was not an accident. Did this 
murder have anything to do 
with the fact that he planned to 
post an exposé about all four 
of his high-profile classmates? 
Are all four students valid sus-
pects in the murder? Everyone 
has secrets. No spoilers here. 
You’ll have to read to find out 
for yourself!

Junior Nasya Stinson sug-
gests this “compelling” read 
because it is “very intriguing” 
and does a good job of keep-
ing the reader interested in the 
plot. She adds, “I’m glad that 
Book Club selected this book 
because I would never have 
thought to choose it on my 
own.”
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Jill Baum ’20
By Grace Finley ’21

Junior Jill Baum is one of 
Mount’s most talented bakers, 
who got her start using an Easy-
Bake oven and helping her mom 
around the kitchen. 

“I have been baking for as long 
as I can remember,” she said. 
“But it wasn’t until I was around 
12 that I really got into it and 
started making all my recipes 
from scratch.”

Some of Baum’s favorite shows 
on Food Network, including 
“Cupcake Wars” and “Kids Bak-
ing Championships,” inspired her 
to try baking more on her own.

Baum said her favorite dessert 
to bake is Bûche de Nöel, also 
known as a Yule Log which is a 
cake-like dessert typically served 
around Christmastime. She par-
ticularly enjoys baking for spe-
cials occasions, even taking part 
in many Mount bake sales. 

“I really like baking at any 
time, but I particularly enjoy it 
when I’m asked to bake some-
thing for a birthday or any other 
special occasion,” she said. 

 Baum has created an Insta-
gram account for all of her cre-
ations: @baumfood.

“I like to post both the deli-
cious things I eat at restaurants 
and the dishes and desserts I 
make myself.”

Liv Nocito ’21
By Megan Maransky ’21

Though many members of the 
Mount community may know Liv 
Nocito for her participation in the 
annual Mount plays or from her 
campaign for the creation of the 
Disney Club at the Mount, what 
many do not know of is her talent 
in the kitchen. 

 “It all started with my grand-
mom, the baker of the family. 
My dad is always the cook and 
my mom doesn’t really bake, but 
my grandmom on my dad’s side 
would always bake and whenever 
I would go over, I would want to 
participate with her,” said Nocito. 

Nocito has been her grand-
mother’s protégée since age six 
when she exhibited her ability to 
hold measuring spoons.

Nocito’s and her family’s fa-
vorite is Heavenly Pudding. “It 
was the first thing I ever made. 
When I was younger, my grand-
mother and I pulled out my great-
grandma’s recipes. It is just really 
cool, and it reminds me of my 
grandma,” said Nocito. Heavenly 
Pudding incorporates the sour 
taste of pineapples and the sweet 
flavor of marshmallows.

Nocito said she continues to 
draw inspiration from her grand-
mom and baking shows. One of 
her favorites for tips and recipes 
is Zimbo’s “Just Desserts,” a cu-
linary competition show that fol-
lows contestants through a series 
of baking challenges. 

“I mostly bake for my own 
pleasure, but if I see something 
interesting or intricate, I want to 

try it because if I nail it down, I 
made something really hard,” 
said Nocito. “[There’s] a feeling 
of pride once it’s done and that 
knowing the thing I’m eating, I 
made.”

When asked about her favorite 
place to bake, Nocito described 
not a place, but a person. She 
loves the atmosphere and energy 
in the air when she bakes with her 
grandmom. “She is really the rea-
son why I bake,” said Nocito. 

Margaret Kuffner ’21
By Emily Jones ’21

Sophomore Margaret Kuffner 
has always had a passion for bak-
ing. From the time she was in first 
grade, she and her Nona shared a 
common interest in this popular 
pastime.

 “She always has cookies in the 
freezer or Oreo balls that we can 
eat,” said Kuffner about her expe-
rience when visiting her Nona. As 
a child, Kuffner said, “I would al-
ways just wanted to try what [she] 

was doing.” 
Later, Kuffner was inspired 

to bake by a few of her favor-
ite shows like “Cake Boss” and 
“Kids Baking Championship.” 

Kuffner also enjoys recreat-
ing savory treats that remind her 
of her travels. Recounting one 
week of baking, she said, “I made 
crème brûlée and the Italian rain-
bow cookies that we had in Italy.” 

Kuffner bakes most of her deli-
cious treats within the comfort of 

her own kitchen. “I like my kitch-
en a lot because I have my Kitch-
en-Aid mixer, which is probably 
one of my most prized possession 
. . . and also because we have a 
double oven, so I can make so 
much stuff at once,” she said. 

Christmas-time is Kuffner’s 
favorite time to bake because it is 
her favorite holiday, and she can 
try new recipes each year. Kuff-
ner admitted, “I like making a ton 
of Christmas cookies because it’s 
an excuse to bake.” 

Kuffner’s love for baking is not 
only heavily influenced by the joy 

she feels when baking, but also 
by the delight she sees from oth-
ers around her. She said, “I love 
seeing people’s faces when they 
eat the food, and how happy they 
are.” Over the years, Kuffner’s 
skills have improved, allowing 
her to branch out and do her own 
thing, including creating her own 
recipes. “When I find a recipe, I 
never follow it exactly. I’m always 
changing things, adding things to 
make it what I want it to be,” said 

Kuffner. 
Kuffner is fond of designing 

cakes. “I’ve done a Lego cake,’ 
she said, “ and a hockey cake, for 
my brother.” She created her fa-
vorite recipe, peppermint white 
chocolate cookies, a few years 
ago around Christmas-time. “It 
was a huge success and my whole 
family liked them,” said Kuffner.

Kuffner’s hopes to continue 
baking for years to come. “An-
other great thing about baking,” 
she added,  “is that I get to eat a 
lot of treats.”

Aydin McPhilemy ’19
By Ella Valencia ’21

Senior Aydin McPhilemy is a 
very talented baker in the Mount 
community. McPhilemy’s mom, 
who was a pastry chef, greatly in-
fluenced her to start baking. 

“I would help serve people in 
the bakery and play in the kitch-
en,” she said. “And I would make 
marzipan —a sweet almond paste 
that’s greatly used in decorative 
aspects of baking, so typically 
you see it shaped into fruits—
roses and stuff with this guy 
who worked there. By five, I was 
wielding knives.” 

Beginning her baking career 
at an early age, McPhilemy made 
up her top-secret recipes that she 
consistently uses today. When 
asked if she posted her recipes 
and creations on social media, 
she said, “I write all my recipes 
down and keep them in my recipe 
box, which is actually an old An-
des Mint thing from when I was 
a kid.” 

This past year, she created spe-
cial desserts for holidays, such 
as a Halloween cake and cookie 
dough for Christmas. McPhile-
my’s prime time for baking is 
anywhere from 11pm to 5am. She 
can also bake anywhere as long as 
she has “adequate counter space 
and tools and the usual ingredi-
ents to which I’m accustomed.”

She continues to make scrump-
tious treats for the crew team as 
well, which always cheers them 
up after a long race or practice. 
When taking a break from bak-
ing, McPhilemy enjoys watching 
cooking and baking shows. “Any-
thing Gordon Ramsay,” she said, 
“because I actually want him to 
be my father.” 

Aydin McPhilemy is a won-
derful baker and the Mount will 
surely miss her delicious treats 
next year!

Catherine Magtibay ’21
By Nicole Rausa ’21

Catherine Magtibay, a sopho-
more, has been baking since she 
was just eleven years old, but 
took it up as a more serious pas-
time last year. Magtibay got her 
start in baking by watching bak-
ing videos, her favorite being the 
YouTube series titled “Binging 
with Babish,” which inspired her 
to make her own treats and even-
tually modify some of her favor-
ite recipes. 

“I mostly like to bake ran-
domly because I love surprising 
people,” Magtibay said. 

 As Magtibay’s love of baking 
grew, she realized the true reason 
why she bakes: to make others 
happy. 

“I’ve heard people say things 
like, ‘Thanks, I really needed 
this today’ or, ‘You really came 
through!’ I figured that if my 
brownies or cupcakes can make 
someone’s day even just a little bit 
better, all the time spent baking is 
worth it.”

Bakers share their love of sweets

(Center) Senior Aydin McPhilemy has been "wielding” knives from a young age; (From top 
left, clockwise) junior Jill Baum began baking with an Easy-Bake Oven; one of Baum’s de-
licious creations; sophomore Margaret Kuffner was inspired to bake by her Nona; sopho-
more Catherine Magtibay loves to bake to make others happy; one of McPhilemy’s famous 
cakes; junior Liv Nocito bakes when she is not busy with extracurriculars.
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Malala’s new book gives voice to refugees
By Teleri Broomhead ’19

On September 4, 2018, ac-
tivist and Nobel Prize laureate 
Malala Yousafzai published her 
second book, “We Are Dis-
placed: My Journey and Stories 
From Refugee Girls Around the 
World.”  This book includes both 
Yousafzai’s migration experi-
ences and stories from nine other 
refugee girls across the world.

The nine young refugee wom-
en Yousafzai features in this book 
include sisters Zaynab and Sa-
breen from Yemen, Muzoon from 
Syria, Najla from Iraq, María 
from Colombia, Analisa from 
Guatemala, Marie Claire from 
the Congo, Ajida from Myanmar 
and Farah from Uganda, the cur-
rent CEO of The Malala Fund.

Throughout this book, 
Yousafzai features these stories, 
exposing the harsh realities of 
refugee life: displacement and 
the emotional conflicts that come 
with it.

In part one of her book, 
the reader learns 21-year-old 
Yousafzai’s personal experience 
when her home, Mingora, Paki-
stan, was evacuated by the Tali-
ban in 2009.  Yousafzai and her 
family stayed with relatives in the 
nearby Shangla. Of her displace-
ment she said, “I was in my own 
country, and with my family, and 
yet I felt so out of place.”

About three months later, 
Yousafzai and her family re-
turned to their home in Swat 
Valley to find the peaceful place 
they had once known decimated.  
Although the family rebuilt and 
found a semblance of normalcy 
for a few years, Yousafzai was 
attacked by the Taliban in 2012 
and, as she says, “. . . once again 
displaced. This time with ma-
chines helping to keep me alive.” 

It is this most distinct displace-
ment that launches her book into 
the stories of other refugee girls 
that she has encountered, spe-

cifically focusing on the circum-
stances that make leaving a ne-
cessity.

In an interview with The New 
Yorker, Yousafzai said, concern-
ing the fleeing of one’s home 
country, “This is never your first 
choice. This becomes your only 
choice for safety.”

It is this idea of necessity that 
guides Yousafzai’s commentary 
on immigration and refugee-ism 
in “We Are Displaced.”  The un-
speakable horrors and tragedies 
suffered by refugees are ampli-
fied in this book, exploring a new, 
more sympathetic view of the 
refugee.

An article from The New York 

Times writes, “[‘We Are Dis-
placed’] is a stirring and timely 
book that strips the political bag-
gage from the words ‘migrant’ 
and ‘refugee’ telling the deeply 
personal stories of displacement 
and disruption. . .”

Yousafzai features Marie 
Claire, a refugee from the Congo 

who watched her mother mur-
dered in front of her.  Marie 
Claire and her family escaped 
from the Congo and were placed 
in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, with 
a woman named Jennifer, whom 
Marie Claire now refers to as her 
“guardian angel” and “American 
mom.”

Although “We Are Displaced” 

paints a full picture of the infinite 
variations of situations in differ-
ent countries, a common theme 
in the stories shared by the nine 
young women Yousafzai features 
is the re-establishment of normal-
cy and the rediscovering of home.

Farah was born in Uganda of 
Indian heritage and immigrated 

to Canada with her family when 
she was a toddler after Idi Amin, 
then-president of Uganda, or-
dered any Asian Ugandans to 
leave the country.  Farah’s fam-
ily fled to Entebbe, where they 
traveled to Montreal and made a 
home in Ontario.  

Farah’s story, since she was too 
young to remember her actual 

time living in Uganda, centers 
on her journey to a true realiza-
tion of her history and place of 
birth, culminating in her return to 
Uganda for the first time since her 
family’s exodus.  

Farah found poverty and di-
lapidation in her old home, and 
struggled with this stark contrast 
to her comfortable upbringing 
in Canada: “One-third of me re-
mains curious and anxious to find 
a way to help girls in Uganda.  
One-third of me feels guilty that 
I did not grow up in Uganda.  An-
other third is angry that the ex-
pulsion happened and that it con-
tinues to happen in places around 
the world.”

In the Epilogue, Yousafzai 
details her similar return to her 
home of Swat Valley in March 
of 2018.  Yousafzai comments 
about her journey home almost 
six years later: “I didn’t leave my 
country by choice, but I did return 
by choice.”

Throughout “We Are Dis-
placed,” Yousafzai emphasizes 
this central idea of “choice.”  She 
sharply contrasts the urgency and 
lack of choice involved in leaving 
one’s home with the power in de-
ciding to return to the same place 
one’s freedom and power were 
taken away.  

Yousafzai comments in her 
Epilogue, “I was displaced, and I 
chose to use the memories of that 
time in my life to help me connect 
with the 68.5 million refugees 
and displaced persons around the 
world.  To see them, to help them, 
to share their stories.”

To learn more about Malala 
Yousafzai’s fascinating journey 
as a displaced person and activ-
ist and other interesting stories 
of refugee girls from across the 
globe, pick up “We Are Dis-
placed: My Journey and Stories 
from Refugee Girls Around the 
World” by Malala Yousafzai in 
the Mount library.
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Yousafzai speaks for the plight of migrant children worldwide in her second book,“We Are 
Displaced.” She exposes some of the harsh realities that come with refugee life. 
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She personalizes their stories to prompt the reader to empathize with their struggles. 
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“Rising Out of Hatred” offers hope
By Nora Hogan ’19

Words like “white supremacy” 
and “white nationalism” sound 
scary. They conjure up images 
of hate: men in white hoods, Jim 
Crow laws and the Klu Klux 
Klan. 

In his book, “Rising Out of 
Hatred: The Awakening of a For-
mer White Nationalist,” Pulitzer 
Prize-winning reporter for The 
Washington Post, Eli Saslow, tells 
the story of Derek Black, a white 
nationalist who retracted his be-
liefs after discovering his igno-
rance. 

Derek’s early life was steeped 
in extremist culture. In fact, rac-
ism was essentially family tra-
dition: His father, Don Black, 
founded Stormfront. According 
to the Southern Poverty Law Cen-
ter, the site, whose motto is “white 
pride, worldwide,” has become 
one of the “world’s most popular 
forum[s] for so called ‘white na-
tionalists’ to post articles, engage 
in discussions, and share news of 
upcoming racist events.” 

Derek’s godfather, David 
Duke, is the former grand wizard 
of the KKK and Louisiana state 
representative who groomed Der-
ek from an early age to become 
the leader of the white national-
ist movement. From Duke, Derek 
learned to avoid racist slurs and 
promote white nationalism with 

the goal of injecting the move-
ment’s values into the national 
conversation.  

Before he even graduated 
high school, Derek had created a 
“kids” section of Stormfront, co-

hosted a radio show that played 
both country music and ideologi-
cal talk radio and gave keynote 
addresses at white supremacist 
conventions. 

Once Derek enrolled at New 
College of Florida, in Sarasota, 
his beliefs began to transform. 
For the first time in his life, Derek 
made friends with people whom 
he considered to be biologically 
inferior to him: Juan, a Peruvian 

immigrant; and Matthew, an Or-
thodox Jew. He kept his identity 
as a rising leader in the white na-
tionalism movement a secret on 
campus, for fear of retaliation in 
the “hotbed of multiculturalism” 

in which he was living. 
Then, one day, on the campus 

wide online messageboard, some-
one posted a picture of Derek 
with the question: “Have you seen 
this man? Derek Black. White 
supremacist, radio host . . . New 
College student?” 

The community exploded. 
Derek was harassed publicly and 
ostracized on campus. One stu-
dent even posted a declaration 

of hate on the same online mes-
sage board that had outed Derek’s 
identity: “Violence against white 
supremacists will send a message 
that white supremacists will get 
beat up. That’s very productive.” 

However, despite the controversy, 
a few students refused to shun 
him. Matthew, Derek’s Jewish 
friend, continued to invite Derek 
to Shabbat dinners that also in-
cluded other Jewish, immigrant 
and LGBTQ+ students.

With the help of his friends’ 
kindness and the blossoming of a 
romantic relationship with a fel-
low Shabbat dinner attendee, Ali-
son, Derek began to see the faults 

in his beliefs. Saslow writes that 
Allison especially “made Derek 
begin to wonder if in fact he had 
been wrong in his theory that it 
was white people who were dis-
criminated against.” 

By 2016, Derek had changed 
his name to Roland Derek Black, 
broken ties with the white nation-
alism community, been disowned 
by several family members and 
was enrolled in a medieval his-
tory Ph.D. program at the Univer-
sity of Chicago. He had success-
fully kept his background hidden 
in his new life, but felt compelled 
to write an Op-Ed in The New 
York Times denouncing white na-
tionalism in the wake of the 2016 
election.

Black writes: “The wave of 
violence and vile language that 
has risen since the election is only 
one immediate piece of evidence 
that this campaign’s reckless as-
sertion of white identity comes at 
a huge cost.”

“Rising Out of Hatred” sheds 
light on the expansion of white 
nationalism into the American 
mainstream. But, as Pamela 
Newkirk of The Washington Post 
writes in her review, the book 
“also conveys that during this pe-
riod of deepening racial division, 
there is the possibility of redemp-
tion.”   

Derek Black, the subject of “Rising Out of Hatred,” shares his past as a white nationalist.

New Zealand responds to massacre
By Sarah Alessandrini ’19

On March 15, a shooter killed 
50 people at two mosques in 
Christchurch, New Zealand. 
Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern, 
the New Zealand government and 
the public were all quick to act. 

“He is a terrorist. He is a crim-
inal. He is an extremist,” Arden 
said. The Prime Minister took 
no precaution in branding the 
shooter as a terrorist, and refused 
to name him in court. 

“Speak the names of those who 
were lost, rather than the name of 
the man who took them. He may 
have sought notoriety, but we in 
New Zealand will give him noth-
ing. Not even his name.” 

According to the Times, the 
guman’s actions were clearly 
choreographed for internet fame. 
The shooter, 28-year-old Austra-
lian Brenton Harrison Tarrant, a 
self-proclaimed white national-
ist, sought to spread his message 
of hate by live streaming the 
massacre. He published, mere 
minutes before the attack, an 87-
page manifesto, wrought with 
with anti-immigrant and anti-
Muslim ideas, to message boards 
where white supremacists gather,  
and included a link to the video 
stream. 

In response to the attack, pol-
icy makers around the globe are 
calling for tech and social media 
companies to be held account-
able for the spread of hateful 

content. Prime Minister Ardern 
has demanded internet platforms 
like Facebook to do a better job 
of controlling hateful comments. 

Her efforts, according to The 
New York Times, “reflect a global 
struggle.” 

“This is an issue that goes well 
beyond New Zealand, but that 
doesn’t mean we can’t play an 
active role in seeing it resolved,” 
Ardern said. “This is an issue I 
will look to be discussing directly 
with Facebook.” 

Cat Zakrzewski ’11 wrote for 
the Washington Post that “there 
could also be action in the U.S.” 
According to the Post, the broad 
volumes of videos spread across 
various social networks could re-
ignite debate over whether or not 
Congress needs to update Sec-
tion 230 of the Communications 
Decency Act, a decades-old law 

that shields companies from le-
gal liability for content posted on 
their platforms. This debate also 
surfaced in the wake of the Pitts-

burgh synagogue shooting, since 
hate speech was linked to the at-
tack. 

New Zealand’s latest broad-
band providers published an 
open letter on March 19 calling 
the chief executives of Facebook, 
Twitter and Google “to be a part 
of an urgent discussion at an in-
dustry and New Zealand govern-
ment level.” The companies Vo-
dafone NZ, Spark and 2degrees 
acknowledged suspending access 
to websites posting the video, but 
said they could only do so much 
without more engagement from 
bigger tech platforms. According 
to a statement released by the As-
sociation of New Zealand Adver-
tisers, local businesses are con-

sidering pulling their ads from 
Facebook as they were question-
ing whether or not they wishes to 
be “associated with social media 

platforms unable or unwilling to 
take responsibility for content on 
those sites.” 

“The events in Christchurch 
raise the question—if the site 
owners can target consumers 
with advertising in microseconds, 
why can’t the same technology 
be applied to prevent this kind of 
content being streamed live?” the 
group said.

Following the attack, Ardern 
also faced copycat threats and 
hateful messages. Websites for at 
least two of the country’s white 
nationalist groups, the New Zea-
land National Front and Domin-
ion Movement, were disabled in 
the wake of the shooting. Howev-
er, cached versions of these web-

sites continued to allow viewers 
to post hateful responses to the 
attack. Some called the shooting 
a “natural outcome” and a “brutal 
wake-up call,” according to the 
Times. 

Six days after the attack, Ard-
ern announced a national ban on 
all military-style semi-automatic 
weapons, all high-capacity am-
munition magazines and all parts 
that allow weapons to be modi-
fied into the kinds of guns used in 
the massacre. 

“What we’re banning today are 
the things used in last Friday’s at-
tack,” she announced on March 
20. “It’s about all of us, it’s in the 
national interest and it’s about 
safety.” The law is set to go into 
effect on April 11, according to 
CNN. She is expected to encoun-
ter little resistance to the weapons 
ban in Parliament as the largest 
opposition party quickly said it 
supported the measures. 

Prime Minister Ardern called 
the attack one of New Zealand’s 
“darkest days.” Her efforts in 
handling the massacre and its 
aftermath, particularly her tak-
ing immediate action against gun 
violence and hate, have resonated 
around the globe, according to 
the New York Times. 

She said her goal is simply “to 
prevent an act of terror from hap-
pening in our country ever again.” 

New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern comforts families at the Kilbirnie mosque.
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Admissions scandal shocks country
By Sarah Alessandrini ’19

Last fall, Olivia Jade Giannulli 
began her freshman year at the 
University of Southern Califor-
nia, with no interest in a typical 
college experience. 

“I don’t know how much of 
school I’m gonna attend,” she said 
in a video posted over the sum-
mer. Many know Ms. Giannulli’s 
mother, actress Lori Loughlin, 
who starred in “Full House,” and 
her father, fashion designer Mos-
simo Giannulli. But the 19-year-
old made her own name for her-
self as a YouTube and Instagram 
celebrity. She posted a photo 
of herself posing in her dorm 
room, with the caption, “I got 
everything I need from Amazon 
with @primestudent and had it 
shipped to me in just two days.” 
In an interview with Vogue, she 
said she was most excited to 
“meet new people” and “change 
up my content on YouTube to do 
more college-themed videos!”

Ms. Giannulli is just one of 
the many students whose parents 
have been indicted in a massive 
college admissions scandal. On 
March 12, federal prosecutors in 
Boston charged 50 people with 
using bribes and other means to 
get their children admitted into 
elite colleges. The 33 parents 
named in the federal indictments 
included Hollywood celebrities 
as well as prominent law and 
business figures. Prosecutors say 
there could be additional indict-
ments to come. 

William “Rick” Singer, the 
ringleader of the scandal, pleaded 
guilty on March 12 to racketeer-
ing and other crimes. He facili-
tated the fraud through Edge Col-
lege and Career Network LLC, 
also known as the “Key,” in New-
port, California. The accused par-
ents allegedly funneled about $25 
million through this service from 
2011 to February 2019. Singer 
posted on his website that he set 
up his college counseling firm 25 
years ago to help students navi-
gate the “tricky world of college 
admissions.” He admitted that the 
business was all a sham. 

“There is a front door of get-
ting in where a student just does it 
on their own, there’s a back door 
where people go to institutional 
advancement and make large 
donations, but they’re not guar-
anteed in,” Singer said in federal 
court. “I created a side door that 
guaranteed families to get in.” 

For Ms. Giannulli, her “side 
door” was a coordinated recruit-
ment to her school’s crew team. 
Her parents allegedly paid a total 
of $500,000 to have both their 
daughters designated as recruits 
on the USC crew team, although 
neither of them ever competed in 
the sport. Ms. Giannulli’s parents 
had her pose with a rowing ma-
chine in a photograph that was 
presented to USC officials to 
falsely claim that she was a re-
cruit.

Singer helped parents work 
with college coaches to gain ad-

missions through athletic recruits, 
going as far as to stage photos or 
even photoshop students’ faces 
onto stock photos in order to 
fabricate credentials. In another 
example, the parents of a student 
applying to Yale paid Singer $1.2 
million to help get her admitted. 
The student was described as the 
co-captain of a prominent club 
soccer team in Southern Cali-
fornia although she never played 

the sport. Singer bribed the head 
coach of the Yale team, Rudolph 
Meredith, at least $400,000 to re-
cruit the student. 

Singer said in court that he 
would have students seek doctors’ 
notes claiming learning disabili-
ties, so they could take the SAT or 
ACT at sites where he would have 
a paid proctor take the test on the 
student’s behalf or just correct the 
answers. Such services usually 
went for $15,000 to $75,000, with 
proctors receiving a small cut. 
He instructed William E. Mc-
Glashan, founder and managing 
partner of TPG Growth, a private 
equity firm investing in Uber and 
other companies, to claim that his 
son had learning disabilities in 
order to gain extended time for 
him to take his college entrance 
exam alone, over two days instead 
of one. The son took the exam 
at one of two test centers where 

Singer had bribed the administra-
tors to allow students to cheat. 

Felicity Huffman, the actress 
known for her role in the TV 
series “Desperate Housewives,” 
paid $15,000 to have Singer or-
chestrate high SAT scores for her 
oldest daughter. Singer paid Mark 
Riddell, a college testing instruc-
tor in Florida, to get the girl a 
score of 1420 on the 1600-point 
SAT exam. It was a 400-point 

jump over what she had scored on 
an earlier test.

Gordon Caplan, co-chairman 
of New York Law firm Willkie 
Farr, allegedly paid Mr. Singer 
$75,000 to have another person 
take the ACT for his daughter 
in December. He asked that she 
get a score in the low 30s out of 
a possible 36—he didn’t want to 
raise suspicion with too high of a 
score.  

One of the prosecutors, Eric S. 
Rosen, said that Mr. Singer had 
in some cases falsified students’ 
ethnicities and other biographical 
details to take advantage of af-
firmative action, according to the 
New York Times. 

With mounting evidence 
against him, Singer began coop-
erating with federal investigators 
in September 2018. As part of 
his cooperation, he made 20 calls 
to clients at the direction of law 

enforcement from October 23 to 
27. The operation continued until 
March 3, and Singer made 34 re-
corded calls in total, all of which 
led to the indictments. 

In many of the cases, prosecu-
tors said, the students were not 
involved. Federal prosecutors did 
not charge any students nor any 
universities. 

“The parents are the prime 
movers of this fraud,” said An-

drew E. Lelling, the United States 
Attorney for the District of Mas-
sachusetts. Lelling said that “the 
real victims in this case are the 
hardworking students,” who were 
displaced in the admissions pro-
cess by “far less qualified stu-
dents and their families who sim-
ply bought their way in.” 

This case was the Justice 
Department’s largest-ever col-
lege admissions prosecution, a 
sprawling 10-month investigation 
dubbed Operation Varsity Blues. 
The case involved 200 agents and 
led to charges against 50 people in 
six states. Aside from the parents, 
others indicted in the case were  
college athletic coaches from a 
wide variety of top colleges, such 
as Yale, Stanford, Georgetown 
and Wake Forest, who allegedly 
accepted millions of dollars in 
bribes to admit students.  

Joseph Bonavolonta was the 

special agent in charge of the 
FBI Boston field office. In federal 
court, he described a “culture of 
corruption and greed that cre-
ated an uneven playing field for 
students trying to get into these 
schools the right way, through 
hard work, good grades and com-
munity service.” 

To many, this cheating scandal 
underscores not only hidden cor-
ruption within the upper echelons 
of American society, the wealthy 
and well-known, but also the cut-
throat culture of college admis-
sions and the pressure to attend 
elite universities. 

Douglas Belkin in the Wall 
Street Journal reflected upon 
“top-school anxiety.” He wrote 
that the cheating case highlights 
the intense pressure that families 
feel not only to get their child into 
a good college, but the best col-
lege possible, with the best repu-
tation and the best name. 

“Not only do certain schools 
signal status, but they are a hedge 
against a quickly changing econ-
omy,” Belkin wrote. Today, ac-
cording to the Wall Street Jour-
nal, the most elite schools now 
accept fewer than six percent of 
those who apply. Schools today 
routinely reject class valedictori-
ans and students with near perfect 
exam scores. 

John Russo, visiting scholar 
at Georgetown University and a 
working-class studies expert, said 
that the scandal “undermines the 
idea that education is a medioc-
racy” and “it reveals much about 
what is hidden in American so-
ciety.” His school’s tennis coach, 
Gordon Ernst, is among those in-
dicted. 

“This is an extreme, unsubtle 
and illegal example of the in-
creasingly common practice of 
using money to get an edge in the 
race for a place in an elite univer-
sity,” said Christopher Hunt, who 
runs College Essay Mentor, a 
consulting service for applicants. 

Marsha Gessen in The New 
Yorker on March 13 also com-
mented on the scandal. 

“It bears savoring and retell-
ing,” she wrote. “Because it says 
something intuitively obvious but 
barely articulated about Ameri-
can society; its entire education 
system is a scam, perpetrated by 
a few upon the many.” 

The indicted parents and Sing-
er are facing potential jail time 
and heavy fines. Loughlin has 
been dropped by her shows on 
both the Hallmark Channel and 
Netflix. According to CNBC, 
USC has blocked students linked 
to the scandal from register-
ing for classes and getting their 
transcripts, including Loughlin’s 
daughters, pending a decision to 
possibly revoke the students’ ad-
missions. Olivia Jade Giannulli 
also lost her sponsorships with 
both Tresemme and Sephora. 

“I don’t really care about 
school, as you guys all know,” 
Ms. Giannulli said in her video 
posted in August. 

Clockwise from top left: Mossimo Giannulli and Lori Loughlin, William “Rick” Singer, 
Felicity Huffman, John Vavic, John Vandemoer and Rudolph Meredith are some of those 
indicted in a college admissions scandal involving Yale, USC, Stanford and Georgetown.
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Student debt crisis burdens millenials

Why Mount grads are migrating south for college
By Margaret Anne Borneman ’20

From the 2018 graduating 
class, 30 out of 126 girls—nearly 
24 percent—enrolled in colleges 
in the South, the highest percent-
age in Mount history.  

Why the increasing trend? 
The answer is simple: money, 
football, Greek life and weather.

Money
As for money, the benefits are 

mutual. 
Southern colleges are looking 

for more students to pay out-of-
state tuition, creating more rev-
enue, according to Director of 
Guidance, Mrs. Amy Balcer, who 
also said more and more southern 
college recruiters are making the 
journey up North to draw stu-
dents down to the Bible Belt. 

“The Northeast part of our 
country has, in general, a high 
socioeconomic status, so fami-
lies in the Northeast can afford to 
pay more tuition than those in the 
South,” said Mrs. Balcer. 

Still, the cost of attending a 
southern college is significantly 
less than the cost of attending 
most northern colleges, as stu-
dents are receiving thousands of 
dollars in scholarships and finan-
cial aid.  

When six students from our 
area who attend southern univer-
sities were interviewed, five of 
them said they received money 

either in the 
form of schol-
arships or fi-
nancial aid.  

Colin Bor-
neman told 
The Campani-
le, “Southern 
schools are 
really hunt-
ing for smart 
northeastern-
ers in order to 
build a better 
reputation as 
an academic 
institution, so 
scholarships to 
eliminate the 
burden from 
student loans 
or parents having to shoulder that 
burden instead, creates an easy 
decision for many smart people 
to choose to go to college at a dis-
count or even for free.” 

Borneman added the benefit of 
low to no cost college can allow 
a student the financial freedom 
to pursue degrees after college 
without compounding financial 
burdens.

Football
 Four out of the six students in-

terviewed said that their school’s 
big football programs were a 
main reason in making their de-
cision. Gabi Natale ’18 told The 
Campanile about her new sports 

experience in Tennessee. “Com-
ing from Philly and having such 
pride for our sports teams has al-
ways been a huge part of my life. 
From the Phillies winning the 
World Series when I was young-
er, to the Eagles recently win-
ning the Super Bowl, supporting 
a winning team has always been 
something I’ve loved. In Tennes-
see, the pride is the same. Even 
if we don’t win every game, it is 
still the same experience and love 
for the sport that brings me out to 
support my team and not miss a 
game.”

Colin Borneman, who attends 
the University of Alabama, said 

he didn’t make 
his decision 
based on foot-
ball, but now 
can’t imagine 
college life 
with it.

“Going to 
the University 
of Alabama 
has definitely 
made football 
more excit-
ing.  Seeing the 
players on the 
field on Sat-
urdays, and in 
class on Mon-
days is really 
cool,” said Bor-
neman.

Never being a super-fan of 
sports, everything changed for 
him after attending his first Ala-
bama game.  He credits his new-
found love of football and sports 
with deepening his relationship 
with his father. 

Greek Life
Mount has a very strong sense 

of sisterhood. Coming from a 
small all-girls school, it can be 
hard to transition to a larger, co-
ed schools. Greek life can make 
the transition seamless. 

“Coming from a place like the 
Mount where I went to school 
with 500 sisters everyday, I’m so 
thankful to Greek life for filling 

that void. The girls in my chapter 
remind me so much of my Mount 
sisters, and I am so grateful that 
I have found yet another amazing 
sisterhood,” said Ciara Morrissey 
’18, a freshman at Clemson.

“Being so far away from 
home, I was intimidated by the 
co-ed population of 19,000 stu-
dents, but everytime I pass a girl 
in my same letters, it feels like 
I am walking down the hall-
ways of Mount,” said Morrissey.

Weather
Sunshine makes people hap-

pier and healthier. Walking to 
class in 80 degree weather seems 
a whole lot better than trekking 
through a snowstorm for that ear-
ly morning class.

Audrey Wire, a sophomore at 
Alabama who hails from a small 
town in Ohio, told The Campa-
nile, “The weather was definitely 
a part of the reason I chose this 
school. Winter is much less harsh, 
and I hate being cold.  It’s funny 
though, because I will be freezing 
here when it is only 40 degrees 
outside.”

The South is a great place to 
spend one’s college years, but 
it is not for everyone.  However, 
learning and understanding what 
the culture has to offer can help 
a student make the best decision 
for herself. 

By Meghan Scheffey ’20

The rising fixation among 
young students to attend elite 
universities and graduate schools, 
paired with the escalating costs of 
education, has created a crippling 
student debt crisis in America. 

The debt crisis traces back to 
the 1958 when the United States 
government passed the National 
Defense Education Act. This act 
was proposed for the purpose of 
encouraging students to pursue 
math and science degrees to com-
pete with the Soviet Union in the 
space race. It endorsed the first 
student loans backed by the fed-
eral government. The number of 
students taking out loans for col-
lege increased by almost 900% 
from 1959-1964. During the de-
cade following the passage of the 
act, college enrollment rose 120% 
in the United States, according to 
the National Center for Education 
Statistics.

Following the Great Recession 
in 2009, the government insti-
tuted the Income Based Repay-
ment (IBR) program to reduce the 
number of students defaulting on 
their loans. This program has re-
duced defaults and helped stabi-
lize the student loan marketplace.

There are currently 37 million 
people in the United States that 
are burdened with some form of 
student loan debt. Many borrow-
ers cannot make their monthly 
payments to the bank, as 83% of 
college graduates leave school 

without a job lined up. Unlike 
other types of loans, student 
loans are not dischargeable in 
bankruptcy, and wages can be 
garnished for the rest of their life 
until borrowers are able to repay 
the bank or government.

Today, the average debt at the 
time of graduation is $30,000, 
an increase from $10,000 in the 
1990s. The nation’s student loan 
debt is projected to reach $2 tril-
lion by 2022, according to CNBC. 
A significant portion of this debt 
is unlikely to be repaid because 
almost a quarter of borrowers are 
in delinquency or default. By fall-
ing behind on their loans, many 
Americans are unable to start 
businesses, invest or buy houses 
and cars.

The main contributor to this 
crisis is the rising cost of college 
tuition. State funding for public 
colleges has decreased by $9 bil-
lion from 2008 to 2017, according 
to CNBC, and colleges are com-
pensating for this loss with sharp 
increases in tuition.

Students are unable to keep 
up with this excessive cost. Ac-
cording to Education Department 
data, the rate at which students 
are defaulting on their loans has 
more than doubled from 2003 to 
2011. Despite a booming national 
economy, the number of people 
currently in default continues to 
grow.

Now, there are two types of 
loans that a typical college stu-
dent can take. Federal student 

loans and federal parent loans are 
offered by the United States gov-
ernment. They often include ben-
efits such as fixed interest rates 
and income-based repayment 
plans that are not commonly of-
fered with banks. Private student 
loans are funded by banks, credit 
union, state agencies or schools. 
They are generally more expen-
sive than federal student loans. 
The main difference between the 
two is that federal loans may be 
subsidized based on financial in-
formation provided by the Free 
Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FASFA), while private loans 
are not subsidized.

Pell grants provide lower in-
come students a means of at-
tending college without becom-
ing burdened with massive debt. 
The grants are offered to students 
based on their FASFA form, and 
do not need to be repaid. The 
maximum amount offered to 
students was $5,920 in the last 
school year, and, according to the 
College Board, about one-third of 
undergraduate students received 
a Pell Grant in the 2015-2016 
school year. Many students also 
opt to attend their local commu-
nity colleges for some or all of 
college to lower the expense of 
attending and living at a private 
university.

Many 2020 presidential hope-
fuls have released plans to lower 
the burden of excessive loans and 
debt on college kids. 

Independent senator from Ver-

mont Bernie Sanders proposed 
his plan for tuition-free public 
colleges in 2016, and he contin-
ues to advocate for this cause 
in the upcoming election. In his 
proposal, the federal government 
would fund two-thirds of the cost 
of public colleges, and the states 
would fund the rest. A new tax 
imposed on investment houses, 
hedge funds and other trans-
actions involving stock bonds 
would cover the cost. In 2017, 
Sanders released the College for 
All Act which would make com-
munity college for everyone and 
college tuition-free for students 
from families earning $125,000 
or less. Although Sanders has not 
formally released his 2020 plan 
for student debt, it appears he will 
stay true to his past policies.

Democratic senator from Cali-
fornia and presidential hopeful 
Kamala Harris has made her 
position clear on student debt. 
Harris supported Sander’s bill 
and said that “we need a national 
priority and commitment to debt-
free college, which I support.” 
Harris has also cited her work 
as California attorney general in 
uncovering fraud in for-profit col-
leges in the state. She has worked 
to prevent the practice among 
colleges of misleading job place-
ment and graduation rates to at-
tract students and their financial 
aid money.

Leading up to the 2020 elec-
tion, the Trump administration 
has changed its tone on the stu-

dent debt crisis. In 2018, under 
the leadership of Betsy DeVos, 
the Department of Education at-
tempted to roll back Obama-era 
rules created to help students of 
for-profit colleges that were shut 
down while they were enrolled 
get relief from their mounting 
college debt. After a lawsuit from 
the attorneys general of 18 states 
and the District of Columbia, a 
federal judge ordered the Depart-
ment of Education to implement 
the rule and cancel $150 million 
in student debt for 15,000 bor-
rowers. Recently, the administra-
tion has urged Congress to place 
a cap on student loan borrowing 
which would be a revision of the 
Higher Education Act. Currently, 
the amount an undergraduate 
student can borrow from the fed-
eral government is $57,500. The 
administration has not released 
what the proposed limit would 
be, but a reduction in the borrow-
ing limit would help combat the 
student debt crisis.

The student debt crisis not only 
places undue burdens on young 
college students, it also has nega-
tive effects on the national econo-
my. In an age when a college edu-
cation is viewed as fundamental 
to earn a reasonable income, the 
government and colleges should 
work together to make college 
more affordable and accessible to 
everyone.

Victoria Hudak, Ciara Morrissey ’18 and Caitlin Morrissey ’15 
soak up the sun at the  Clemson vs. Georgia football game. 
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“SOS”: The Jonas Brothers are back
By Stow Weiss ’19

It’s the reunion that our ten-
year-old selves could only wish 
for: The Jonas Brothers are back 
together. 

The Jo Bros released their new 
single “Sucker” on March 1 af-
ter a very abrupt announcement 
of their reunion a few days prior, 
releasing the music video on the 
same day as well. The music 
video includes Nick’s and Kev-
in’s wives and Joe’s fiancé. Their 
younger brother, Frankie (also 
known as the forgotten brother), 
posted a video of himself danc-
ing to it. 

The band had been on a six-
year hiatus that was announced 
on October 23, 2013, which sent 
a wave of heartbreak throughout 
their fanbase. 

The brothers spent a week with 
James Corden filming different 
segments such as Carpool Kara-
oke, and also performing live for 
the first time since their breakup. 

They revealed through interviews 
with Corden that Nick was actu-
ally the reason for breaking up 
the band. Nick started a solo ca-
reer after the breakup and began 
making and releasing music by 
himself. Meanwhile, Joe created 
another band called DNCE and 
Kevin married his wife, Dani-
elle, and became a father of two 
daughters. 

The brothers decided to reunite 
after they began making a docu-
mentary about their band. 

During Carpool Karaoke with 
James Corden, Nick said, “About 
a year ago we started talking 
about making a documentary to-
gether and during that process we 
had to do some very necessary 
healing.” 

Kevin called the break “forced 
therapy” that was very much 
needed. 

Summing up the reunion, Nick 
told Corden, “There was a magic 
when we were together that we all 
would love to feel again.”

Hollywood stars aid refugees
By Emma Brogan ’20

Audrey Hepburn is known to 
be one of the world’s most beauti-
ful women and actresses. Howev-
er, her charity work with children 
largely goes unnoticed. Follow-
ing her example today, Angelina 
Jolie, also an icon, uses her fame, 
not to sit back, but to take action 
and help suffering children. 

Born on May 4, 1929, in Brus-
sels, Belgium, Hepburn was the 
daughter of an English banker 
and Dutch baroness. She studied 
ballet and starred in many small 
plays. “Roman Holiday” was her 
first main role in an American 
classic. After starring in many 
films, in the end of the 1960s, she 
retired from films and devoted 
herself to family life and charity 
work. 

When asked why she began 
doing charity work Hepburn 
said, “I can testify to what UNI-
CEF means to children, because 
I was among those who received 
food and medical relief right after 
World War II.”

United Nations Children’s 
Fund, UNICEF, is a charity that 
focuses on the protection, needs 
and opportunities for children.  
Hepburn was a UNICEF ambas-
sador, meaning that she helped 
the children both by traveling to 
their countries and by advocating 
for them around the world.

Less than a week after joining 
UNICEF, she took her first trip 
to Ethiopia which was suffering 
from famine because of drought 
and civil strife.

“My first big mission for UNI-
CEF in Ethiopia was just to attract 
attention, before it was too late, to 
conditions which threatened the 
whole country. My role was to in-
form the world, to make sure that 
the people of Ethiopia were not 

forgotten,” said Hepburn. 
While there she visited hos-

pitals, food distribution centers 
and dam construction sites. After 
her trip, Hepburn told the media 
about the work UNICEF does. 

In the following weeks, she gave 
as many as 15 interviews a day 
about UNICEF. 

Hepburn was awarded the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom, 
the United States’ highest civilian 
award, in December of 1992.

 Although Hepburn was too ill 
at the time to accept the award in 
person, she was honored at the 
ceremony by President George H. 
W. Bush who presented the award 
to “Audrey Hepburn, whose act-
ing career put her among our 
most talented artists, but whose 
work with the International Chil-
dren’s Emergency Fund put her in 
our hearts.” 

Hepburn was not only an 
amazing actress, but someone 
who cared truly about helping 
others. “I’m glad I’ve got a name, 
because I’m using it for what it’s 
worth. It’s like a bonus that my 

career has given me,” she said.                                             
Inspired by Audrey Hepburn’s 

example, Angelina Jolie is also 
using her fame to help impover-
ished children worldwide. 

Jolie has starred in many mov-

ies, but while filming for the mov-
ie “Tomb Raider” her life was 
truly put into perspective.

While in Cambodia, shooting 
for “Tomb Raider,” she realized 
the need for humanitarian work 
throughout the world. She com-
mented on her life-transforma-
tion, stating, “I have so much in 
my life. I want to be of value to 
the world.” 

She decided to contact the 
United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees, a charity that 
helps lead and coordinate inter-
national action for the worldwide 
protection of refugees and the 
resolution of refugee problems.

When asked why she feels 
compelled to help refugees, Jo-
lie told the World Relief Fund, 
“[R]efugees should be admired 
for their courage to withstand 
such situations and should not be 

looked down upon.”
Since 2001, Jolie has traveled 

to more than 20 countries and has 
raised millions of dollars to con-
tribute to the plight of refugees 
everywhere.

Every year on World Refugee 
Day, June 20, Jolie speaks on a 
new topic concerning issues refu-
gees face worldwide. In 2016, she 
talked about finding innovative 
ideas to help address the global 
refugee crisis. According to ABC 
News, she urged world leaders to 
discover a “new approach, one 
that does not focus solely on aid 
and resettlement, but on solu-
tions, stability and returns.” She 
added, “Today, partly in response 
to this crisis, we are seeing ris-
ing intolerance and xenophobia. 
But strength lies in mastering and 
channeling our emotions so that 
we pursue policies that reduce, 
not inflame, threats to our secu-
rity. We need leadership. We need 
solutions.” 

To further contribute to her 
cause, Jolie and her former hus-
band, Brad Pitt, started their own 

charity in 2003, the Maddox Jo-
lie-Pitt Foundation. Their charity 
offers services to eliminate ex-
treme poverty and spread aware-
ness to help those suffering. In 
2006, the foundation raised near-
ly 8 million dollars that was do-
nated to newly expanded projects 
in agriculture, education, gender 
equality and healthcare. To this 
day, the foundation continues to 
help suffering areas in the world. 

Similar to Hepburn, Jolie was 
honored for ongoing work with 
others. In 2001, she was chosen 
as the Goodwill Ambassador of 
UNHCR. With this position she 
was “to spread awareness and re-
spect for the refugees among the 
people and to make them under-
stand the difficulty the refugees 
face to restore their lives against 
all odds.” 

Today, Jolie continues to aid 
those who are suffering. This past 
February, she traveled to Bangla-
desh, visiting the largest refugee 
camp in the world. While on her 
visit she assisted both the human-
itarian needs of both the refugees 
and other citizens of Bangladesh. 
Before leaving, she met with the 
Prime Minister and Foreign Min-
ister to talk about how to sustain 
the safety and needs of those in 
Bangladesh and the refugees. She 
has also recently traveled to Cam-
bodia, Thailand, Kenya, Namibia, 
Afghanistan and Pakistan.

Through using their stardom to 
help others, Hepburn and Jolie set 
an example for others in the Hol-
lywood industry to use their fame 
for good. 

Hepburn and Jolie (pictured above) are famous for both their acting and humanitarian work.

The Jonas Brothers have finally reunited with a new single after breaking up in 2013.
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By Meg Schanes ’19

Around age seven or eight, I 
learned what true love is. Every 
single night, without fail, I would 
race to my parents’ room, turn 
on the television and watch “X-
Men.” 

Originally, I thought liking 
superheroes would impress my 
father and brother, as my young 
mind equated comics to “boy 
things.” But quickly, I would be-
gin to watch the cartoon beyond 
the gaze of my family. 

The X-Men are outcasts, 
proper “freaks.” As a child who 
struggled to fit in with the other 
girls in her grade, I was inspired 
watching those outsiders become 
heroes. I would go to bed every 
night dreaming that I had powers 
of my own. Stan Lee was the one 
who gave me these powers.

Born in Manhattan in 1922, 
Lee was raised by Romanian-
Jewish immigrant parents who 
often struggled to support him 
and his brother. At this time, lit-
erature became an outlet for Lee, 
and he drew from his upbringing 
in his writing. He would eventu-
ally use this passion to become a 
writer for Timely Comics, better 
known by its current name, Mar-

vel Comics.  
After creating a series of failed 

comics, Lee and his partner, Jack 
Kirby, collaborated in making 
a new type of superhero comic. 
Their creation, The Fantastic 
Four, introduced the concept of 
the hero family. The comic series 
took off and prompted the quick 

creation of more classic char-
acters such as Spider-Man and 
Daredevil. 

The reason Lee’s characters 
are still relevant today is because 
of their truly innovative nature. 
The creation of the X-Men came 
during the Civil Rights Move-
ment and presented a group of 

powerful individuals ostracized 
from society because of a differ-
ence given to them at birth. 

Lee’s wife, Joan Lee, encour-
aged his writing of superheroes 
that hold tremendous power, yet 
still fall victim to human emo-
tions and shortcomings. The 
depth of personality given to the 

characters underneath the mask 
and timely social commentary 
solidified Stan Lee and Marvel 
Comics in their rightful places as 
writing legends. 

Lee’s success continued 
throughout the decades and hun-
dreds of more characters were 
added into his canon. Movies 
like “Spiderman” (2002) and 
“X-Men” (2000) transformed the 
classic comics into live-action 
tales of astonishment. The movies 
gained even more popularity with 
the production of the Marvel Cin-
ematic Universe, which started 
with the film “Iron Man” (2008). 
Lee was known for his many 
amusing cameos in these feature 
films, and his appearances will 
continue posthumously. 

Stan Lee’s works have inspired 
generations to be their own he-
roes. The X-Men gave me the 
courage to stand out and to use 
my talents for the betterment of 
the world. I cannot imagine the 
scope of influence of Lee’s works 
on countless children who needed 
some fantasy to better their real-
ity. 

From me and all my brothers 
and sisters who found our way 
through your heroes, thank you 
Stan Lee.  Excelsior!

Remembering Stan Lee

By Jenny Seminack ’21

Directed by Anna Boden, 
“Captain Marvel” stars Brie Lar-
son in its title role. Set in the mid-
90s, the story follows Carol Dan-
vers, a United States Air Force 
Officer-turned 
space crime-
fighter. After 
assuming her 
identity as Cap-
tain Marvel and 
fighting in an in-
tergalactic space 
battle, Danvers 
returns to Earth 
with questions 
about her past. 

Captain Mar-
vel is making 
history both on 
and off-screen. 
Larson, the first 
Marvel Comic 
Universe fe-
male superhero, 
is eager to use 
her platform 
to spread a 
positive femi-
nist message. 
She said, “The 
movie was the 
biggest and best 
opportunity I could have ever 
asked for. This could be my form 
of activism: doing a film that can 
play all over the world and be in 
more places than I can be physi-
cally.” 

Larson also used the role to 
send a message to women about 
feeling confident in their own 
bodies. She had to prepare physi-

cally for the role of Captain Mar-
vel and often posted pictures and 
videos of herself working out on 
her Instagram feed. Larson un-
derwent nine months of intense 
physical training in preparation 
to play the role. Through this 

training, she was “Breaking that 
boundary of what it means for a 
woman to be muscular and strong 
and own your body and use it as a 
tool, that felt meaningful.”

Captain Marvel is also break-
ing down boundaries because of 
her complex character. Boden 
said: “She can be headstrong and 
reckless and doesn’t always make 

the perfect decisions for herself. 
But at her core, she has so much 
heart and so much humanity—
and all of its messiness.”

“Captain Marvel” will be the 
second mainstream superhero 
film solely starring a female lead 

following Patty 
Jenkins’s 2017 box 
office hit “Won-
der Woman.” With 
women only ac-
counting for about 
27% of all Mar-
vel and DC char-
acters, “Captain 
Marvel” could set 
a new precedent 
for representation 
in all superhero 
movies to come. 
Many women have 
spoken as to how 
“Captain Marvel’s” 
character has made 
them feel empow-
ered with her ral-
lying cry, “Higher, 
faster, further.” 
One Twitter user 
tweeted: “God 
is a woman and 
her name is Carol 
Danvers.”

However, don’t 
just think of Captain Marvel in 
terms of gender. According to 
Marvel creative director Ste-
phen Wacker, “She is the Earth’s 
mightiest hero. Period. Not 
Earth’s mightiest female hero.”  

“Captain Marvel” and “Spider-Verse” break barriers

Stan Lee, who died on November 12 of last year, leaves a large legacy behind. Lee created 
superhero characters such as The Fantastic Four, Spiderman and Iron Man to name a few.

By Áine Playdon ’19

“Spider-Man: Into the Spider-
Verse,” directed by Bob Persi-
chetti, Peter Ramsey and Rodney 
Rothman and written by Roth-
man and Phil Lord is the latest 
Spider-Man cinematic adventure 
released by Sony Pictures Anima-
tion. Released on Dec. 14, 2018, 
the film follows Brooklyn tween 
Miles Morales (Shameik Moore) 
as he navigates the complex land-
scape of school, family, a social 
life—and superpowers.

A character that has previously 
existed off-screen in a comic se-
ries created by writer Brian Mi-
chael Bendis and artist Sara Pi-
chelli, Morales is a half-Puerto 
Rican, half-black Spider-Man 
who exist in a universe parallel to 
the one with which Marvel Cin-
ematic Universe fans are familiar.

In Spider-Verse, Morales is bit-
ten by a radioactive spider while 
graffitiing with his Uncle Aaron 
(Mahershala Ali); Almost im-
mediately after he gains his new 
abilities, he is thrown headfirst 
into the overwhelming world of 
Spider-Man when he witnesses 
the crash of the multiverse.

With the crash of the mul-
tiverse comes a team of other 
Spider-personas, including Peter 
B. Parker (Jake Johnson), who be-
comes Morales’ unwilling men-
tor; Spider-Gwen, whose origin 
story includes the death of a per-
fectly human Peter Parker; Spi-
der-Man Noir (Nicholas Cage), 
a webslinger animated entirely 
in black and white; Peni Parker 
(Kimiko Glenn), a futuristic, an-

ime version of Spider-Man; and 
Spider-Ham (John Mulaney), a 
spider bitten by a radioactive pig.

Since release, “Into the Spider-
Verse” has earned $364.2 million 
at the box office and garnered 
praise from critics for both its plot 
and animation. Rolling Stone’s 
Peter Travers called it “the great-
est Spidey movie ever of them 
all” and “one of the best movies 
of the year.”

The animation of “Into the 
Spider-Verse” lends itself to the 
incredible quality of the film and 
earned the film an Oscar. Travers 
said, “Miles is a street artist, so 
the film takes its visual inspira-
tion from the young man’s flair 
for color blasting. You’ve literally 
never seen a Spider-Man movie 
look like this.”

“Spider-Man: Into the Spider-
Verse” brings levity back into the 
Spider-Man character, poking fun 
at the endless remakes of the sto-
ry while still staying true to what 
makes the character remarkable: 
his relatability.

The importance of this film 
lies in its nonchalant treatment 
of diversity and its focus on the 
locality of Spider-Man. “Into the 
Spider-Verse” makes him a local 
hero again, and A.O Scott points 
out in the New York Times that 
“Miles’s identity is both a very 
big deal and no big deal at all, 
at once a breakthrough and an 
affirmation of the ethos that has 
defined the character from the 
beginning.” He continues, “[Pe-
ter Parker] is a child of the ‘60s, 
a beacon to outsiders and rebels 
of every color and background.”

Brie Larson stars as Carol Danvers in “Captain Marvel.”
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By Olivia Wirsching ’20

When I saw Erin Taylor walk down the 
hallway this September, I was shocked 
at the change in her appearance: She had 
bangs. I thought to myself, “Her hair looks 
amazing!” and began to wonder how I 
would look with the same hairstyle. It was 
from that moment that my fate was sealed.

For the next three months I dedicated my 
free time to researching the different bang 
styles, reading success stories, hearing hor-
ror stories and finding ways to hide them in 
case of an emergency. (Thankfully, I knew 
these techniques beforehand). 

My parents and friends supported my 
decision, or so I thought. Looking back, I 
should have known that their weak smiles 
basically meant, “She would not look 
good in bangs, but I don’t have the heart 
to tell her.” I ignored these small warning 
signs because I wanted, no, needed to have 
bangs. They were everything I could ask 
for in a hairstyle. Bangs elevate any outfit 
from casual to sophisticated, hide forehead 
acne and perfectly frame the face. 

When I finally went to the hair salon on 
that fateful day, I showed my hairdresser 
hundreds of pictures saved to my Pinter-
est board. There were endless possibilities: 
blunt, side, curtain, micro, wispy . . . the 

list goes on. Ultimately, I let my hairdresser 
make the decision. Sitting in the chair as 
she raised her scissors to my hair, I was 
nervous and excited about the new person 
that I would become with bangs. 

I kept my eyes closed and when I looked 
up, I was delighted. Bangs were everything 
I expected and more. I happily walked 
around for the rest of that day with a new 
air of confidence. I went to sleep that night 
and woke up the next morning in a state of 
bliss . . . until I looked in the mirror. 

My bangs were flying in every direction. 
I quickly grabbed my hairbrush in an at-
tempt to tame the bushy mess on top of my 
head. Alas, to no avail. I picked up my flat 
iron and anxiously waited for it to heat. As 
the iron smoothed down my bangs, I was 
greatly relieved, but that feeling was shor-
lived. Within ten seconds my hair was back 
to its original state, so I pinned my bangs 
back and carried on with my day. 

For the next week, I tried to make my 
bangs lie flat or at least point downwards 
with no success. Since that point, I have 
been hiding my bangs ever since.

My warning to you is that no matter how 
much you think bangs are for you, they 
aren’t. Sure, there are a few Erin Taylors 
in this world who can pull them off, but 
chances are that it isn’t you.

By Erin Taylor ’20

Ever since I was a child, I had only ever 
seen bangs represented by astute, influen-
tial women. The perfect example is Velma 
from Scooby Doo, my childhood hero (de-
spite Daphne’s being the redhead). But in all 
honesty, the media does love smart women 
wearing bangs: Leslie Knope, Hermione 
Granger, Keira Knightley’s Elizabeth Ben-
net, Anne Shirley, heck, even Mulan has a 
piece of fringe.

I know we aren’t technically supposed 
to involve ourselves with stereotypes, but I 
jumped into this one with open arms. The 
day before junior year, I finally cut my hair. 
I had a vision of walking into school the 
next day clever and fierce— an upperclass-
man who wasn’t there to play. 

An hour after I got them cut, when I 
should have been prancing triumphantly 
around my house, I was lying outstretched 
on the sofa, bawling. The bangs were bad—
really bad. And for the next several months 
at least, I would have to deal with them. My 
arms loaded with barrettes, hair ties, clips, 
bands, bows, straighteners and curlers: My 
mission became trying to salvage my first 
day of junior year.

I was only able to help them a bit, and 
the next day, they still looked bad. But, I 

decided not to give up on them. It’s been a 
process of trial and error, but now they feel 
like a part of the family. 

Sure, if you look at my calculus test 
grades first semester, you might notice the 
bangs didn’t give me any extra intelligence. 
And yes, when the wind blows back my 
bangs, it feels as if I’m wearing a toupee. 
But, fringe makes you feel like a boss. And 
if your bangs look good, it’s a pretty bomb 
day.

My advice to those who try them (Oliv-
ia): Don’t write them off as a failure imme-
diately if the hairdresser cut your bangs too 
thickly or too bluntly—play around! Maybe 
you’ll learn to like them straight, or maybe 
curled. 

If you ever take the leap and get bangs, 
know that there is hope and that your fel-
low fringed people are here for you. This 
modified chant from the movie “Bring It 
On” is the most concise way I can describe 
bangs:

They’re spunky, they’re cute! 
They’re popular to boot!
They’re really great hair! 
The boys all love to stare!

They’re wanted, they’re hot! 
They’re everything you’re not!

They’re pretty, they’re cool! 
They dominate this school!

The Bangs Lifestyle™: Is it for you?

By Emilie Halfpenny ’20

It is hard for teenagers to man-
age the workload of being a stu-
dent, club or team member, and 
an employee. But this does not 
keep Mounties from working 
throughout the school week, on 
weekends and throughout school 
vacations. 

Whether they work at restau-
rants, retirement homes, summer 
camps, ice cream shops, swim 
clubs, or in their neighborhoods 
as babysitters or nannies, most 
Mounties told The Campanile 
they recommend getting a job in 
high school.

“Working has taught me in-
valuable lessons about responsi-
bility, independence and organi-
zation. Through lifeguarding and 
hostessing at a restaurant, I have 
become well-versed in handling 
tough situations and have gained 
experience in the customer ser-
vice industry.  Lifeguarding has 
taught me about the importance 
of safety and being incredibly 
attentive, while hostessing has 
taught me the importance of be-

ing an approachable and friendly 
person,” said junior Riley Mc-
Gowen.

The very small percentage of 

employed students who would not 
recommend getting a job said that 
it was too much of a time com-
mitment. However, some more 
enthusiastic student employees 
have provided a solution to this 
problem by sharing some meth-
ods they use to manage their free 

time. 
Junior Meghan Scheffey works 

in the summer and said, “I do my 
summer work and SAT prep dur-

ing my breaks at work. I work as 
a lifeguard, so I have pretty fre-
quent breaks.” 

Those who work in the school 
year utilize time in between 
classes, at lunch or before and 
after school to complete assign-
ments before they go to work. 

Every teen feels compelled to 
check Instagram, Snapchat or the 
occasional group chat when she 
should instead be doing home-

work or prepping for the ever-
dreaded SAT. Those who work 
need to learn to overcome this 
temptation, or their free time gets 
overwhelmed with school work. 

Senior Maya Hoffman of-
fered this solution: “When I get 
home from work, I take a shower 

quickly and immediately start my 
homework because I know that if 
I spend 2 seconds on my phone, I 
won’t be getting off of it.”

Many students suggest that us-
ing some sort of daily planner or 
monthly calendar helps manage 
time in the most proactive and 
productive way.

Junior Kate Tulane said, “On 
my first day of work, I showed up 
30 minutes late because I wrote 
the wrong time down. I now make 
sure I arrive to work at least 10 
minutes earlier then I need to.” 

Although working throughout 
the school year and in the sum-
mertime can be overwhelming, 
most girls think that it benefits 
their development in becoming 
responsible young adults. They 
find that they are better able to 
manage their time and their own 
money before they begin to fur-
ther their education in college and 
eventually move on to start their 
careers. 

For senior Lucia Macoretta, 
having a job is worth it because it 
is important to “Make dat money! 
Be independent.”

Working students: the benefits of a job

(Left) Junior Meghan Scheffey is a lifeguard over the summer at a swim club. (Right) Se-
nior Maya Hoffman (center) with co-workers at her year-round job serving food..



Lifestyles
A p r i l  2 0 1 9  T h e  C a m pa n i l e  Pa g e  1 3

Caitlin Dessen ’19: Future fashion guru

Jaylen Baron wins Miss Philadelphia

By Nora Hogan ’19

Senior Caitlin Dessen’s dream 
of becoming a part of the fashion 
industry is becoming a reality.

Next fall, Dessen will be in 
the “Big Apple,” attending the 
prestigious Fashion Institute of 
Technology as a Fashion Business 
Management major. 

As a student at FIT, Dessen 
will be introduced to powerful 
connections in some of the big-
gest brand names in the fashion 
world, like Louis Vuitton and 
Chanel. Dessen hopes that the 
vast alumni and corporate net-
works at FIT will help her pursue 
her dream of becoming a buyer. 
In the retail industry, a buyer is 
the individual who selects what 
items are stocked in a store. They 

typically work very closely with 
both designers and sales rep-
resentatives and attend fashion 
shows regularly to observe trends. 

Dessen’s dream job would be 
working as a buyer for URBN, 
the Philly-based brand. However, 
although she loves Philadelphia, 
Dessen is not opposed to set-
tling away from the area, as she 
is “excited to take advantage of 
what New York has to offer” and 
is “waiting to see what the future 
holds.” 

For now, Dessen plans on en-
joying the remainder of her se-
nior year working at Francesca’s 
at the Montgomery Mall (where 
students receive a 10% discount) 
while continuing to develop her 
“varied style.”

NY Fashion Week recap; Karl Lagerfeld dies
By Blair Bocklet ’20

New York Fashion Week 
kicked off the Fall fashion sea-
son on February 3rd with a mini-
malistic collection by Tom Ford. 
The week-long event was filled 
with new proportions, lots of vol-
ume and focused primarily on 
the woman rather than what she 
was wearing. Anna Wintour, ed-
itor-in-chief of Vogue, described 
NYFW a “tale of two cities” as 
an impressive mixture of new and 
returning faces were displayed.  

While veteran brand The 
Row stood out in the sea of neon 
with its interesting proportions 
and simple color scheme, young 
designers of fashion week ap-
proached NYFW with fresh and 
fearless ideas as to what a fashion 
show is. Wintour said new de-
signers, such as Becca McCharen-
Tran, “embrace inclusivity, they 
embrace diversity, they embrace 
body positivity . . .” McCharen-
Tran’s Chromat show brought 
neon colors, interesting shapes 
and an array of body types in-
spired by Miami. With NYFW’s 
welcoming of individual expres-
sion, it fulfilled its quest to be the 
forefront of fashion.

By Blair Bocklet ’20

On Tuesday, February 19, 2019, 
Karl Lagerfeld died at the age of 
85. Lagerfeld, arguably one of the 
most influential figures in all of 
fashion, has been creative direc-
tor of Chanel and Fendi in addi-
tion to running his own luxury 
brand. Lagerfeld transformed the 
Chanel brand, bringing it back 
from near extinction with his in-
novative ideas and powerful per-
sonality. 

Lagerfeld got his start in the 
fashion industry working under 
designer Pierre Balmain before 
getting hired by Fendi in 1965 
as a consultant director. In 1983, 
Lagerfeld took the reins at Cha-
nel, turning the brand into one of 
the world’s most valuable couture 
houses. His transformation of 
Chanel led to the beginning of his 
own eponymous fashion house in 
1984. 

Lagerfeld’s passing has already 
largely impacted the fashion 
world he dominated for over six 
decades.

New York fashion week kicked off the fall season with outfits from Tom Ford and The Row.

By Jenny Seminack ’21

On March 23, sophomore Jay-
len Baron was crowned Miss 
Philadelphia’s Outstanding Teen 
2019 at the Venice Island Per-
forming Arts Theater in Mana-
yunk, Pennsylvania, becoming 
the recipient of a full scholarship 
to Cabrini College.  According to 
the organization’s website, “The 
Miss Philadelphia Scholarship 
Organization is committed to 
the educational, professional and 
personal development of young 
women in the Greater Philadel-
phia region.”

As a part of her platform, each 
candidate was required to choose 
an organization on which to run 
her campaign. Baron chose the 

Breathing Room, a non-profit 
organization that assists families 
who have been affected by a can-
cer diagnosis. Baron chose this 
organization because her mother 
was diagnosed with Stage 4 Pan-
creatic Cancer in 2015 and she 
and her family “became recipi-
ents of what the Breathing Room 
had to offer.”

As Miss Philadelphia’s Out-
standing Teen, Baron will make 
over 100 appearances on behalf 
of charitable organizations and 
act as an ambassador for the city 
in the upcoming year. Baron is 
looking forward to representing 
the city: “I am so, so excited and 
can’t wait to see what this year 
has to bring as Miss Philadel-
phia’s Outstanding Teen 2019!”

Sophomore Jaylen Baron was crowned Miss Philadelphia’s Outstanding Teen, earning a 
full scholarship to Cabrini College; she is pictured above receiving her awards.

Senior Caitlin Dessen will join the Fashion 
Institute of Technology’s Class of 2023 next 
year to pursue a career in fashion. 
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NASA warns planet of grim future
By Nora Hogan ’19

NASA announced that 2018 
marks the fourth warmest year 
since scientists began recording 
the Earth’s surface temperature 
nearly 140 years ago. 

Additionally, the agency’s data 
showed that the past five years 
have been the five warmest years 
in all of recorded history and that 
18 out of the 19 warmest years 
have occurred since 2001. 

Gavin A. Schmidt, director of 
NASA’s Goddard Institute for 
Space studies, the group that re-
leased the data, warns: “We’re no 
longer talking about a situation 
where global warming is some-
thing in the future. . . . It’s here. 
It’s now.” According to The New 
York Times, scientific research-
ers agree that the only cause for 
this dramatic warming trend is 
human activity. The sudden rise 
in Earth’s temperature correlates 
directly with the increased levels 
of greenhouse gases like carbon 
dioxide and methane that humans 
have produced in excess since the 
Industrial Revolution. 

The New York Times reports 
that the effects of global warming 
include destructive hurricanes, 
rising sea levels, polar vortexes, 
extended droughts and massive 
heat waves. Natural disasters like 
last year’s California wildfires 
and January’s polar vortex are 
amplified with rising tempera-

tures, endangering the lives of 
countless people and costing the 
federal government billions of 
dollars in damage. 

Time is running out to fix 
global warming. Last October, 

the United Nations’ special report 
called on world leaders to reduce 
carbon emissions dramatically 
worldwide, limiting the tempera-
ture increase to below 2.7 de-
grees Fahrenheit. UN Secretary-
General António Guterres stated: 
“This will take unprecedented 
changes in all aspects of society 

– especially in key sectors such as 
land, energy, industry, buildings, 
transport and cities,” adding that, 
“we need to end deforestation and 
plant billions of trees; drastically 
reduce the use of fossil fuels and 

phase out coal by 2050; ramp 
up installation of wind and solar 
power; invest in climate-friendly 
sustainable agriculture; and con-
sider new technologies such as 
carbon capture and storage.” 

To comply with UN requests, 
global warming must become 
a bipartisan issue in American 

politics. As Democratic 2020 
hopeful Beto O’Rourke empha-
sized in a recent town hall at Co-
lumbia University, an effort must 
be made across the aisle to push 
for public policy that works to 

create a sustainable future for all 
Americans. 

U.S. Representative for New 
York’s 14th congressional dis-
trict, Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, 
plans on doing just that with her 
Green New Deal. The ambitious 
plan has already garnered na-
tional attention with Democratic 

California Senator Kamala Har-
ris’ making it a focus of her presi-
dential campaign. According to 
The Atlantic, the Green New 
Deal promises to slash carbon 
emissions to meet the 1.5 degrees 
Celsius standard via transforming 
the American economy through 
installing solar panels, retrofitting 
coastal infrastructure and manu-
facturing electric vehicles. 

But, for politicians to care, vot-
ers need to speak up. According 
to data from Yale University’s 
Program on Climate Change 
Communication, more Ameri-
cans than ever are concerned 
about global warming: “85 per-
cent of Americans support fund-
ing more research into renewable 
energy, 77 percent support regu-
lating carbon dioxide as a pol-
lutant, 70 percent support setting 
strict carbon dioxide limits on 
existing coal-fired power plants 
and 68 percent support requiring 
fossil fuel companies to pay a car-
bon tax.” 

Joining the public fight against 
global warming is simple: Talk 
about the issue with family and 
friends. Carpool to school. Use a 
reusable coffee cup next time you 
go to the Flourtown Starbucks. 
Being an advocate for the envi-
ronment doesn’t have to involve 
“tree hugging.” Only together can 
we salvage the future not only for 
ourselves, but for generations to 
come. 

Students participate in Youth Climate Strike
By Olivia Wirsching ’20

By taking to the streets and 
social media, young adults across 
the world are using their voices 
to demand change. In particular, 
students have turned their atten-
tion toward our deteriorating en-
vironment. 

To help raise awareness for this 
cause, participants from over 100 
countries marched in the Youth 
Climate Strike on March 15, 
2019. Alexandria Villasenor, 13-
year old co-founder of the U.S. 
branch, told the TIMES, “There 
has never been a global day of 
climate action where students 
around the world are taking ac-

tion for the same exact cause.”  
According to Leila Henry, a 

high-school student from Man-
hattan, “It is up to America’s 
future voters to hold politicians 
accountable for protecting our 
planet.” Like Henry, many other 
students recognize that climate 
change is an urgent problem and 
waiting around will not help solve 
it. 

Over 1.4 million students par-
ticipated in the strike including 
Mount juniors Erin Taylor and 
Olivia D’Angelo. Both Taylor and 
D’Angelo heard about the protest 
through social media which has 
proven to be a key factor in foster-
ing a new generation of activists. 

In order to organize an event of 
this magnitude, word was spread 
through various advertisements 
on social media. 

Once Taylor saw these promo-
tions, she decided to participate. 
She said, “I am very passionate 
about environmental issues.” Tay-
lor also wanted to demonstrate 
that, “As the next voting genera-
tion we have a big responsibility 
to show leaders that we care.” 

D’Angelo attended because, 
“We don’t necessarily see the 
effects of climate change in our 
everyday lives,” so, “not enough 
people realize that climate change 
is the biggest problem affecting 
the world.”

At the Philadelphia protest, 
hundreds of students gathered 
at City Hall beginning at 12:00 
p.m. One teen girl in attendance 
shared the story of her nephew 
who died as a result of extreme 
flooding in Bangladesh. The se-
vere storm that caused the flash 
flood was a result of climate vari-

ability. Her touching story re-
layed the very real consequences 
of climate change. 

No future worldwide strikes 
are planned yet, but teens are still 
sending their message loud and 
clear: We, as global citizens, have 
a responsibility to care for our 
planet. 

NASA warns that increasing the Earth’s temperature beyond 1.5 degrees Celsius will cause 
greater frequencies of wildfires, droughts and hurricanes worldwide (Image courtesy of NASA).

Thousands of students protest around the globe for improved environmental protections. Erin Taylor and Olivia D’Angelo protest in Philadelphia.
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Megan Maransky ’21 plays on Team USA
By Mari Kniezewski ’19

Towards the end of her win-
ter break, sophomore Megan 
Maransky traveled to Croatia to 
represent Team USA in an inter-
national field hockey tournament 
as a member of its U-21 Indoor 
National Team. This trip marked 
Maransky’s first international 
tournament as a member of Team 
USA. 

The team played in three 
warm-up matches against Croa-
tia’s U-21 National Team, where 
they gained some international 
experience before embarking on 
the six games of the tournament. 
Maransky and her team were able 
to clench a total of five wins, their 
only loss being to the USA Wom-
en’s Indoor National Team. 

When asked about her overall 
experience, Maransky said she 
“learned to enjoy the tough com-
petition rather than be nervous for 

it,” while also “enjoying the expe-
rience no matter what the results 
of the games may be.” 

Maransky added that “doing 
well in the tournament fostered a 
beneficial environment” and that 
the, “team energy was very posi-

tive.” 
Maransky continued to say that 

this positive energy and learning 
atmosphere also came from the 
USA Women’s National Team.  
“The players on the women’s 
team had been in this kind of 

tournament before and were real-
ly helpful in guiding the younger 
players and acting as sort of men-
tors.”

When asked about her sister’s 
accomplishments, senior Ellie 
Maranksy said, “When I found 

out that Megan was selected to 
play for USA in the Croatia Cup, 
I was ecstatic. Megan and I love 
to practice together, and I was so 
excited to hear that her hard work 
was going to take her to the inter-
national level.”

Mount Field Hockey’s Head 
Coach, Sue Wentzel, also com-
mented on Megan’s play: “Not 
only does she possess excellent 
individual skills, but she works 
well with her teammates both on 
and off the field. She is a consis-
tent play-maker  . . . . [W]e are 
very lucky to have her on the 
team, and I expect big things 
from her for seasons to come.”

After experiencing a new type 
of play, Maransky learned mul-
tiple new skills that she is excited 
to practice and bring back with 
her as she continues to play with 
Team USA. 

By Sammy Knoblauch ’20 

After graduating from the 
Mount in 2016, Caitlyn Cunning-
ham went on to play guard for the 
Jefferson University basketball 
team. 

This season Jefferson compet-
ed against eight other universities 
in the first round of the NCAA 
tournament. The Division Two 
team is currently ranked number 
three in their 
region, num-
ber nineteen in 
the country by 
D2SICA, and 
number tenth in 
the country by 
WBCA coaches. 
The WBCA and 
D2SICA are 
the two ranking 
systems used by 
NCAA.

They also 
won the Central 
Atlantic Col-
legiate Confer-
ence (CACC), 
defeating Uni-
versity of the 
Sciences in the 
last game during 
overtime. 

Recently, Cunningham earned 
Women’s Basketball All Central 
Atlantic Collegiate Conference  
(CACC) Honors for her impres-
sive performance this season. As 
a member of the Rams’ basket-
ball team, Cunningham was first 
in assists and steals, second in 
scoring and fourth in rebounding. 
She is a three-time CACC Player 
of the Week, one-time Defensive 
Player of the Week and three-
time Honor Roll member.

Cunningham is a former 
Mount basketball captain and has 
been playing since she was three 
years old when she was enrolled 
in a YMCA league. While at 
the Mount, Cunningham played 
guard and point guard for the 

team. Her junior year was her 
favorite Mount season because 
the team won the AACA cham-
pionship and made it to the sec-
ond round of States. Recalling 
the championship game, Cun-
ningham said it was one of her 
favorite Mount basketball memo-
ries because it was a close and 
competitive game against rival 
Gwynedd Mercy High School. 

Reflecting on her time on the 

Mount’s team, Cunningham said, 
“Coach Miller and Coach Swee-
ney helped me a lot in preparing 
for college.” Playing on Jeffer-
son’s team requires memorizing 
countless offensive plays and 
watching scouting tapes of other 
teams, something Cunningham’s 
former coaches had her practice 
in high school. Her experience 
on Mount’s team also taught 
her, “to be a good teammate and 
team player because everyone 
always pushed each other to be 
their best at practice.” Cunning-
ham added, “I was honored that 
my teammates voted for me and 
trusted me to be captain and am 
grateful for the opportunity that 
helped me be a leader going into 
college.” 

Her advice to students in the 
recruiting process: “The most 
important thing is to be patient 
because although it is stressful, 
everything will work out.” She 
continued that it is important to 
remember, “to be a team player 
because college coaches want 
to see that you’re getting assists, 
rebounds, and cheering for your 
team from the sidelines. It is not 
just about how many points you 

have.” 
Although playing a sport in 

college is “a quicker pace” and 
“difficult to adjust to at first,” 
Cunningham assured prospec-
tive college athletes that there 
are countless rewards and sup-
port systems. According to Cun-
ningham, it, “allows you to meet 
lots of interesting people who 
you will learn a lot from.” She 
also stated that while it might 
be stressful, “your coaches and 
teammates want you to do well 
on and off the court and are al-
ways willing to help you.” 

For Cunningham, one of the 
most rewarding parts about play-
ing in college is that “it pushes 
you to be a much better player 
than you thought you could be.”

By Kate Taulane ’20

Mount lacrosse players are 
hopeful that they have finally 
found the missing piece to their 
success in new head coach Dipi 
Bhaya. 

When applying for the posi-
tion, Bhaya said she fell in love 
with the mission of the Mount 
because it aligns closely with her 
own goals for the team. Bhaya 
said she is not only trying to help 
the team develop better lacrosse 
skills, but “teach life lessons on 
and off the field.” 

Bhaya believes that “[players] 
can empower themselves to do 
anything if they believe in them-
selves,” a lesson she learned while 
at the University of Delaware. 
Her field hockey coach, who is 
also the assistant lacrosse coach,  
encouraged her to do a clinic over 
the winter. Bhaya soon fell in love 
with the sport. After long hours 
of dedication and guidance from 
“the best coach in the world,” 
Bhaya was invited to try out for 
the team and made it. 

“I always tell anybody that I 
coach that it doesn’t matter if you 
have a background in lacrosse; 
as long as you work hard, have a 
good attitude and are athletic, I 
can teach you the game as sim-
ply as [my coach] taught it to me,” 
Bhaya said. 

The effects of Bhaya’s sup-
port can already be felt amongst 
the team. Senior, captain Krista 
Kushnerick said, “She believes in 
each of us individually and also 
as a team. She wants us to reach 
our greatest potential.”

Another key to Bhaya’s suc-
cess is the refreshing perspective 
and ideas she is bringing with 
her. Bhaya has coached “all over 
the map,” in terms of location as 
well as age level. Whether coach-
ing Division I lacrosse or young 
children, Bhaya is “comfortable 
to coach anybody.”  Additionally, 
Bhaya brings something unique: 

“a college coach strategy in a high 
school atmosphere . . . something 
that very few programs get.” 

Part of her approach to coach-
ing is embedding a strong work 
ethic into her team. Bhaya is 
looking for girls that “are willing 
to come early and stay late, do the 
extra work to make themselves 
better.”

 Senior, captain Erica Bro-
cato said, “She’s going to work 
us hard, but we are going to be 
such a stronger team because of 
it.” The work ethic Bhaya fosters 
in her players directly reflects her 
own work ethic. Junior Lauren 
Fox said, “She is willing to work 
as long as necessary to help all of 
us be successful.”

One of the most critical pieces, 
according to Bhaya, for fostering 
success is unity. By introducing 
fun activities as well as encour-
aging teammates to form connec-
tions with one another, Bhaya has 
made Brocato “very excited to 
bond with my team and become 
sisters within the sisterhood of 
the Mount.” 

By being one strong family, 
Bhaya hopes that the team will 
be motivated to work hard and 
lift each other up when times get 
tough. Kushnerick said, “Coach 
Bhaya is instilling a team men-
tality and showing us how we are 
stronger as a team.”

This work ethic and unity are 
necessary to reach some of the 
goals of the players this year. 
While Bhaya wants “to take one 
game at a time and keep getting 
better and better,” Brocato’s goal 
is “to go undefeated throughout 
our regular season and hopefully 
move on to districts where we 
[will] continue to shine.”

This goal may seem lofty to 
some, but for the Mount lacrosse 
team, it can be a reality under the 
leadership of Coach Bhaya. 

Cunningham ’16 dominates at JU

Sophomore Megan Maransky sports her Team USA uniform in Croatia. Back on her home 
multi-purpose turf field, Maransky approaches the ball with poise for the Magic.

Bhaya coaches LAX

Caitlyn Cunningham ’16 earned CACC Honors for impressive season. 



By Sammy Knoblauch ’20 

Persisting through freezing 
winter practices, the indoor track 
team, led by co-captains Ryan 
Good and Kiara Pile, worked 
constantly to improve. Their ef-
forts paid off as the team compet-
ed in the AACA Championship 
and set many new school records. 

The team had two relays quali-
fy for Championships: the 4x200 
and Distance Medley Relay 
(DMR). At Champs, the DMR, 
comprised of Good, junior Ky-
lie McGovern, sophomore Emily 
Carr and senior Megan Ciasullo, 
finished with an impressive time 
of 13:25.58. Sophomore Annie 
Lemelin, freshman Kathleen 
Downs, freshman Katie McGov-
ern and sophomore Maya Charles 
comprised the 4x200, setting a 
record with a time of 1:51.75. 

In addition to competing in the 
4x200, Lemelin ran the 60-me-
ter hurdles, 200 meters, and 400 
meters at Championships, setting 
a school record in the 200 meters 
with her time of 27.24. In addi-
tion to competing in the DMR, 
Ciasullo ran the 3000 meter event 
and set a school record with a 
time of 11.04.89. 

In field events, sophomore 
Margaux Rawson qualified for 
the high jump and senior Bridget 
Joyce qualified for the pole vault 
at Champs. Reflecting on her 
Mount pole vault career, Joyce 
said, “Looking back at my fresh-
man year, I am really glad that I 

took initiative and found a place 
to train in the pole vault, since 
Mount did not have the training 
for it. I hope one day another girl 
at Mount will be as passionate 
about it as I am, and break my 
record.”

With remarkable success 
this season, Coach McClernand 
commented, “The girls did re-
ally well. Very proud of all our 
athletes. Overall good night for 
Mount indoor track!”
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By Sammy Knoblauch ’20 

Led by captains, senior Lauren 
Cunningham and junior Lauren 
Vesey, the Magic had a remark-
able season, qualifiying for the 
State Championship and finish-
ing with an overall record of 14-
15. Coach Jim Roynan said that 
the team’s schedule “presented a 
challenge with the 
quality of both our 
AACA and non-
conference oppo-
nents.” 

Facing competi-
tive schools includ-
ing the defending 
Catholic League 
Champions, Car-
dinal O’Hara; the 
runner-up of last 
year’s state cham-
pionship, Central 
Bucks South; the 
defending District 1 
5A champion, West 
Chester Henderson; 
and the currently 
ranked #24 girls 
basketball team in 
the country, Ger-
mantown Academy, 
the Magic made the most of ev-
ery game by “taking every win 
and loss as an opportunity to im-
prove,” according to junior Au-
drey Bryce. 

In these difficult games, Coach 
Roynon said the team “responded 
to the challenges by competing 
hard.” Prior to the post-season, 

he said that “the experience of 
playing many of the top teams 
in the state, and being competi-
tive in each game, will undoubt-
edly benefit us in the playoffs and 
post-season.” It certainly did as 
the team qualified for the State 
Championship.

During their season, the Magic 
had a number of exciting wins 

against Merion Mercy Academy, 
Villa Joseph Marie High School, 
Sacred Heart Academy, Gwyn-
edd Mercy High School and 
Unionville High School. How-
ever, their favorite league game 
was their victory against rival 
Gwynedd Mercy High School on 
January 11. 

Going into the fourth quar-
ter of the Gwynedd game, the 
Magic was down by 10, but they 
were able to come together and 
beat Gwynedd 47-44. The play-
ers were thrilled to have the gym 
filled with Mount students so that 
they could celebrate their victory 
among their classmates. Accord-
ing to Vesey, the student turnout 

at the game helped 
make it “a really 
fun experience for 
the whole team” 
and “definitely our 
favorite game of the 
season.” She noted 
that their amazing 
support “helped us 
keep our heads high 
the whole game.”

Despite a loss in 
the semifinals of the 
League Champion-
ship, the Magic had 
a successful post-
season, making it to 
States. They played 
a difficult game 
against Thomas Jef-
ferson High School 
from Pittsburgh. 

Reflecting on the 
game, Cunningham said, “It was 
a tough game from the start, but 
we stuck together as a team and 
gave it our all.  Jefferson came 
out very strong, and we tried to 
keep up with them.”

She added, “I could not have 
asked for a better season or group 
of girls to play with.”

Indoor Track

Swimming captures AACA Title

Basketball finishes strong

By Megan Maransky ’21

The Mount swim season 
came to a close on Febru-
ary 9 with their final victory 
of the season at the AACA 
League Championship meet. 
It was only fitting that the 
undefeated league season be 
completed with an ultimate 
victory against multiple rivals 
in the Catholic Academies 
Championship meet. 

The team had an overall 
strong performance at most 
of their events, with multiple 
swimmers always placing in 
the top five. At the AACA 
Championship meet, the 200 
freestyle relay placed fifth 
with a time of 1:39.52 and 
sophomores Maggie Mika-
lic and Mary Kate Leonard 
placed in the top five in the rank-
ings for overall swimmers of the 
meet. Additionally, Sydney and 
Shayne McKernan placed in the 
top 10 in the overall standings for 
the competition.

The 2018/19 season was defi-
nitely one for the books, as a 
high of six records were broken 
and for the first time in over 15 
years, a relay team represented 
the Mount at the state champi-
onship. Mikalic, Leonard, and 
senior, co-captains Hailey Good-
year and Shayne McKernan com-
peted for the title during the week 

of March 12 at Bucknell Univer-
sity. McKernan looked back on 
the year, saying, “I could not have 
asked for a better season.” 

When asked, the group consen-
sus of the swim team’s highlight 
of the year was the intense Mount 
vs. Gwynedd meet. According 
to McKernan, “There is no other 
meet like it.” 

Like all athletics, competing 
against Gwynedd is always a high 
point in the season, but the com-
bination of senior night festivities 
and rivalry excitement proved to 
be a deadly combination for the 

Monarchs as the Magic exited the 
pool triumphant.

 Not only was this season suc-
cessful in the books, but the team 
culture was astounding. “This 
swim season has been unlike any 
other season I have experienced 
so far. The bond the team shared 
was undeniable. Everyone was 
so close and constantly cheering 
each other on every practice and 
meet. We wanted to make each 
other better everyday, in and out 
of the water,” said McKernan.

Goodyear attributed the sup-
portive atmosphere to the mul-

tiple team bonding activities that 
were organized during the sea-
son, including a team sleepover, 
multiple pasta parties and a ser-
vice trip. 

“This year was the first time 
we did community service as a 
team, and that is another way we 
bonded outside of the pool,” said 
Goodyear.

The team traveled to Cradles 
to Crayons one night after prac-
tice to sort clothes for children in 
need. “This was a great way to 
hang out with one another while 
also helping our community,” 

Goodyear added.
Leonard credited 

the team’s success to 
the leadership of the 
captains, saying, “We 
had really strong cap-
tains this season. Their 
confidence in us, I feel, 
made us want to put 
100 percent into our 
swims. They were al-
ways giving it their all 
and swimming as fast 
as they could, which 
made me want to give 
it my all.” 

Leonard has com-
pleted her second year 
participating in the 
state championship 
accompanied by Mi-
kalic. Both not only 
qualified as part of the 

relay squad, but also as individu-
als in the 200 freestyle and 500 
freestyle. 

At the state championships, the 
Mount swim team certainly made 
its mark as multiple individual 
swimmers and relay teams made 
it to the finals. Mikalic finished 
11th overall and set a new record 
for the 500-free and Leonard 
finished right behind her in 12th 
place overall. 

Seniors Erica Brocato, Jess Webb, Emily Lubinski, Hailey Good-
year, Shayne McKernan and Bryn McLaughlin with ACAA trophy 
after an undefeated season (left). Sophomore Mary Kate Leonard, 
seniors Shayne McKernan and Hailey Goodyear, and  sophomore 

Maggie Mikalic qualify for States in their relay (right).

Junior, captain Lauren Vesey defending the Magic.

Senior Bridget Joyce set a 
school record in pole vault.
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